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king quickly withdrew aj;ain into his own rcilni, and liis

death in 453, which had as its result the dissolution of the

Hunnish kingdom, treed llie Western I'nipire from :i danger-

ous enemy. The weakling Valentinianus gave ill thanks to

Ills saviour; Aetius, the last suj.jioit of the Western realm,

tell a victim to the envy of the I'^mjieror and a clique

of courtiers (454). In the verv rest )ear ,: like fate hcteli

Valentinianus (455),
'I/.u Last Days of ihi Knipirt of tl.\ ll'tst (455 47<'»).

—

After the death of \'a!cntinianus III., who left no son, the

imperial throne was seized by a succession ot usurpers who
for the most part had short reigns and were spiritless tools

in the hands of German captains or of the more vigorous

court of the Fiastern 1 'Empire. A decisive part like that of

Stilico and Aetius was jilavcd for some time by a German
general Ricimer (died 472), who bestowed the Imperial

dignity he himself despised upon several noble Romans.

Under these phantom L!mperors the new German settle-

ments on Roman soil gained an ever firmer footing and

"ecame more and more dangerous to the emjiire. Italy in

; articular had to suffer heavily from the attacks of t!ic

\ andal Geiserich, who with others subjected Rome in 455
to a terrible sack (hence the proverbial 'Vandalism ').

The last of the Western L'mperors, Romulus Augustulus,

a lad of seventeen, who by the irony of fate united in his

name that of the first king and that ot the first emperor, was

dethroned by Odoacar, a German captain of mercenaries,

and a German kingdom on Italian soil took the place of the

Imperial government.

Conclnsioi:.— '.;> citI ' Koinaii liistoiy' with U.v. fail of llic Impi'iial

throne of \.\vi \Vest, as has become customary in modern histuiical

tteatnient, ha^ no intrinsic justilication. Roman history lont,' hvc-. on
in the I'.inpire of the F.nst; cvi-n in tin" fith cpntmv onp of its c'''.itiv-.t

rulers, the Emperor Justinian (^27-^''^^), cnml'ined in a nniti-d em-
pire lii'^e portions of the western half. Hut etl'.'ts of this knul In i

nu la.-.!in!,' effect, and tlie German states in the peninsnla of the Ajcn-
nines madi influence fr.>'n the Last mure and more impt iCticaliie. li'.

this sense we may say that the dethronement of Ri nmlus Aiu^u-tuh;-

put an enil tr 'he hi-ioiy ot ihe ' Komati I'.mpire.' The hi-uny of t!ie
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