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whatever vith the Oan«Mlian Nonhem »yf-

t»iu. WJiat doe* the Govern "lent of this

cr • '•y w.iut railway* on Vn >uver island

f Can any one give a g( reason for

tiiat? I am informed th*t there ia on the

Alberni canal, on the w««it coast of

Vancouver island, a railroad which is

only partly ibuilt. tjuilt on a sort of ahelf.

Tliose who are familiar with the Suguenay

river will understand me when I any it is

as if the railway ran along Cape Eternity or

Cape Trinity on the Saguenay and was not

connected with anything. There is where

the telegram from the Hon. Mr. Oliver, of

British Columbia, comes in. He says to

the Government: "In taking over this

system, remember you must finish the

Ui'dcrtakings of Messrs. Mackenzie and
Mann ^n Vancouver Island, in the province

of Hiitish Culumbia; you must finish such

works as the Alberni canal." It is, I um
informed, the most expensive road that

could possibly be built, h&iiging on the

side of perpendicular rocks for mile after

mile, and net starting anywhere or finishing

anywhei9 or connecting with anything.

What wiuld that construction cost this

country? We all know that Messrs Mac-
zenzie and Mann, whatever people may
say about them, were the greatest railroad

builders that this country has ever seen.

They could do more and get more work
done for one dollar than others could for

niore money; certainly they could got more
done for one dollar than the Government
could get done for €wo dollars, or even three.

We are to inherit that part of the estute,

and we must finish it. Hon Mr. Oliver

telegraphed to the Prime Minister asking:

"How are you going to finish it? Where
are you going to get the money for the

purpose?" What guarantee have we that

this Government will be strong enough
to resist the province of British Colu ""-ia.

I thir.k I see the candidates of the pi oent

Govf rnnient at the next election going about

on Vancouver island guaranteeing that

c»iti inly the work of construction will be

proceeded with immediately, because the

Government is committed to it.

Now. how much will it cost to bring that

read to standard? The main line of the

Canadian Northern may be in good condi-

tion, but how much will it cost to bring

tnat section up to the standard? It will

require an immense amount of money. It

will be found that much more will be ex-

pected of thj Government than would be

expected of a private company. Extensions

will be asked for and will have to bo grant-

ed, or thai part of the •-'ountrj- will turn

; iiainst the Government, for a private com-

pany would erect ordinary railway stations.

They would put up thr- station and say.

"That is the best we can do and you have to

be satisfied with it." But with the Gov-rn-

nient the case would be different. I can

quote in advance what the pec ,e will

say. The Grand Trunk Pa. .fie and the

National Trarscontinental luilt stat-

ions which were much too good.

I admit it. but why should we commit a

similar mistake? T do not know how hon-

ourable gentlemen un the oth side can

say, "Oh, the stations .-^n this system will

not be any better tli m those on the

National Transcontinental." I am telling

you now that on the National Transconti-

nental the stations were inuch too big for

the traffic to be done, and were much too

good. Thfy were built with Grvemmcnt
money. But in the case of he Canadian
Northern the Givernment will be doing the

samj thing, if it does not <lo worse.

Tlipp. as to the service, the people will

ask for more trains; they will ask that a

train ?hall stop here and a train shall stop

there. We know what take" pl^ice on the

Intercolonial railway. There will be a

r«:petition of that from ocean to ocean.

When it comes to the erection of stations

what kind of st -• will satisfy the city

of Montreal, th; it metropolis of Can-

ada, and the uc of the railway system

of 9,513 miles? When they see the beauti-

ful station of ttie Grand Trunk and the

palatial station of the Canadian Pacific

rail'.v:'^, what kind of station do you think

the city of Montreal will want? There is

$14,999 available for the purpose, and what
kind of station do you think could be
built in the city of Montreal for that

amount, to compare with the beautiful

Canadian Pacific Railway station only lOO

yards away? I hope honourable j entle.nen

will take this into consideration efore vot-

ing on the subject, and they may perhaps
then feel inclined to vote in favour of the

motion by the honourable leader of the

Opposition that we should have more in-

formation about this proposal, so that we
may know what it means and how much
money will be required.

With regard to equipment, the very best

cars will be required. We know that on

many branches of the Canadian Northern

there are perhaps one or two engines and

one train going up and down each da; , or,

as has been the case outside of Edmonton

for years-, a train going up one day and

coming back the next day. Such arrange-

fnents 3eoommodftt<>d the people to a cer-

tain extent, and the people had to put up


