
luf tht exprciit Image, in miniatiift •• to nunbtrt, of tkf
people which it repretentt.

M. Aa OU PoUtkal PtoUmu There have been maajr
occaiiont in the paat when the party polling the leaet nvmber
of vote* hat elected a majority of the repreaentativet. A
noteworthy instance, occurred when Gladitone was hurled
from power in ISM—by a minority ; for though he had a
popular majority of fifty-five thousand votei throughout the
country, yet the election machinery seated a majority of one
hundred and four membrri of the opposition in the House.
Can such a government, bv any form of sophistry, be aaid to
represent and have a mandate from the people?

11. Canada Neada the tohitioii: In the general election
of 1896, the Conservative psrtv in Canada polled eleven
thousand more votes than did the Liberal partjr; but never-
theless the Liberals obtained a majority of thirty scats in

the Canadian House of Commons. Such fluke results of the
present method of conducting elections, and the political
conditions growing out of it, caused Earl Grey, writing to
the London "Times" on April 3rd, 1017, to say: "In Canada,
the necessity of the two contendin|( political parties to obtain
an electoral majority in every district is a corrupting influence
which poisons the life of the people from the Atlantic to the
Pacific.

12. Canada SmIh tha tolotion: The recent Royal Com-
mission on Industrial Relations perceived this corrupting and
disintegrating political influence observed earlier Sy Earl
Grey, and made to the Government suitable recommet. Nations
with respect to Proportional Representation. On July Sth,
1910, Sir Robert Borden, from his place in Parliament, re-
ferring to Proportional Representation, said: "I recognize
its importance, and I will be prepared to have a Speaker's
Conference appointed at the next session of Parliament

"

13. Pfe.Uam«ntary or Direct Action: The ' uuwa
"Citizen" of June 14th, 1010, does not beg the quest! i when
it says: "If, for any reason, Parliament is not truly repre-
sentative, the popular mind becon-es disconnected from con-
stitutional government, and the tendency is for sections of
the people to seek a solution of their difficulties by extra-
parliamentary mean:, or, in other words, by Direct Action"
When any considerable section of the underlying electra:e i.<

unrepresented in a governing body, that body has lost its

mo.-al authority; and the unrepresented electors are apt to fed
not morally bound by the laws it makes, even though force
may compel them to obey.

14. A World Safe for Democracy: The sooner we learn
that the way to "make the world safe for democracy" is to
make democracy "safe" for the people, the better it will be.
Otherwise, as is already happening in other lands, the uncom-
fortable minorities, and even majorities, who are suppressed
by our present system of elections, may make it very unpleas-
ant for some of us. My keen interest in this subject at the
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