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Tb« oultWation of fi«x and the manufacture of ito «bre date back to a »»ry

nmow period. The great value of thU plant haa Wn known and .ppt«c.atr,l

for proUbly fife thouiand yeart paat. The fact that the Ewptiar mumni.ei wtr-

wrapped in linen, ahowa that the uae of the fibre of «•« !• very ancient. It wa»

old and well eatabliahed induitry in Egjpt at the dawn of the Chri.tian era.
^
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8000 year* ago the Phocuiciani devoted much attention to the cultivation ox

plant, and •ub.equcntly the Grfck* and Romana made the working of flax fibre a i.-fi

of the houiehold dutire „ , ,>.••
Thia fibre, next to .: .ton. ia the moat valuable and univcrtally employed textile in

the whole range of vegetable fibre., and the plant can be grown in nearly every part

of the world where the climate ia temperate. It it cultivated to a con.iderable extent

In a.oat BriUin, Ireland. Sweden. I>enmark. Holland, Belgium. France. Ru«..|.

Germany. Auatria. Spain and Portugal. It U .1«) grown over a Urge •«»«"/;?'»;

America, and to aome extent in portiona of South America, notably in Argwitina,

where it la cultivated chiefly for iU aeed. It U .till Brown in Egypt. al.o m Algeria and

Natal Japan haa entered on flax cultivation commercially, io alao have the Au.traimn

coloniea. when. th«e ia aaid to be • wide range of K)il and climate favourable to ita

growth. In India alao there are large area* devoted to the culfvation of the flax

plant, but in that country it ia nrown chiefly for iU aeed.

OULTITATION Or tAX IM AMUIM

Flax wu brought to America by the early coloni.U, ». the working ct. flax fibre

waa one of the earlieat colonial induatrie*. wh. h «a» juraged on every hand.

Within the paat hundred yeara it ia aaid t- )mv« hr.n a prevai ing cu.tom among

farmera in the Eaatem Statea to grow flax am. .) luive it retted, .eutched. hackled

iadapun by member, of their hour-V .Id. A ait .r .ustom .till prevail, among »>me

of the thrifty wivea and daughte.. o' ihe FreJc-h-Canadian farmer, in the rural

diatricta of Quebec.

THE FLAX PLANT.

The flax plant of commerce received from the great botanist Linneua the name

•f Lmum tuitatiuimum. From the generic name Linum the wor.U linen. Imt and

linaeed are derived, while the .pecific name utiiatitttmum. which mw-i. most u^ul.

WMg^ven to it in conaideration of the service it haa rendered the human family in

nDDlyins material for clothing.
. . . u. *•_

Flax i. an annual plant which grows from 20 to 40 inche. in height or .omet.me.

hi«her. The .tem branche. more or leM. the number of branchea depending largely

on th^ quantity of .eed wwn and the «Jative clo^sne.. of the planta. The flower

when fully expanded, measure nearly an inch in diameter, and la usually of a purph.h
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