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by th« Naval Contingent, of the several Colonlei. Hit MaieiUv
further desired !n thi. way to testify hi. heartfelt gratitude fw

^°h7r";r'^TM**^*'*?'^'"* ^y •^'"^ P*'* °f ^' Dominion,
to himaelf and hio family in the irreparable low which theyhave sustained by the death of his beloved mother.

•'Hi. Majesty ha. watched with the deepert interest theMcial and material progres. made by his people in AustraUaand ha. ««n with thanicfulness and^eartETt'^^tiactJorthe'
completion of that poUtical union of which thi. ParLam^J
I. the embodiment.

-.k/'k^u"
'"°5 *• "**^''*^ *•*•* *»"• ^l-dom and patriotUmwh eh have characterised the exercise of the wide Jowe« S

t^ ^!°H'T"'i :"*'?° •°J°>'*^ ^y '^^ Colonies will continue

whl^ th" n*^.? ^ ^
""* """" °' *''•' »"" **d" P°^«" withwhich the United Commonwealth ha. been fully endowed. Hi.Majesty eel. assured that the enjoyment of these power, will,

If possible, enhance the loyalty and devotion to his Throneand Empire of which the people of Australia have already
given such signal proof.
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^"i^^^y'" **"«»* P«y« that this union, soS/ ^''"rf^'
""^y. "°d« God's blessing, pr-^ve an instru-men for stiU further promoting the welfare and advancement

of his subjects iu 3tralia, and for the strenKthoning and con-
sohdation of his Empire.
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*° "" Majesty's name, and on his behalf, declare

this Parliament open."
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