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848 NOTES OF A NOMAD

Curious fancy machicolations of no G^^Jph o.

GhibeUinc order, but combinmg features rf both

surrounded the flat roof, and the whole bmldin^

Zs fresh and clean in its recent coat ofy^^-T^^
Doubtless in its early youth the villa had Wt«
crude and imaginative Genoese frescoes, but al

sXadornment has long since been swept awa.

bv fo-eign and unsympathetic hands.

The gk>ry and chief feature of the v,lla, howeve,

is its garden. Imagine a wide terrace with bnc

nil ars^upporting the skeleton of a roof, over whic

T^TZl and Lepers tangle themselves m hop

ess confusion. A stone balustrade separa s th

particular terrace f-om those beneath it ar

between the piUars one gets divine views of moui

te^iTrnd sea, with the roofs and towers of Nice

S^Tmiddle istance. Here on the terrace are «

wounded soldiers, sitting, every blessed one

7bZ with their backs to the lovely scene.

Sly smoking their pipes and enjoymg the so

shine and-perhaps-their visitors. About th<

tv", with tender fussiness, their nurses, two s«t,

of the Order of St. Vincent a-d Paul. They w

dark blue gowns and the whitest and most stii

su^hed o/eaps, which come out m two wings

either side of their pleasant, plam faces 1

sold^^rs look wan and worn, -"d
tJ«'V^<>,,''»<',^

uniforms are frayed and faded. N-rly^'\^ th

are recovering from serious wounds but they

nathetically uncomplaining and ch«rf"l-
'

a«ung man bore on his close-cropped hea

deep cicatrice. He had been trepanned, and
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