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INTRODUCTION 1

§ 1, Definition of Christian Ethica 1

1. Ethics is ono of tho tuyrmal sciences, as seeking to dcrine

tho Cliicf Good or End of life, which furnishes a norm

or law for conduct 1

2. Christian Ethics approaches this problem from tho

Christian iioint o/ view. But this point of view is not

arbitrary : it is rather a logical noccs^iity. For the good

of niiin carries thought necessarily to that universal

good which is tho cosmic end. Morality thus ]iasscs

over into religion, and this movement of ethical thought

is represented by Chiistian Etliics . • . . 3

§ 2. Relation of Christian Ethics to Moral Philosophy ...
Christian Ethics starts from the Christian ideal as a datum,

while Moral Philosophy must find its iileal by philosophical

inquiry. Hut this does not form tin ulmoluto diiTuroulia'

tion. For

—

1. Tlie Christian ideal has also to bo found by methods

of inqniry osscnliully philosophical . . .

2. The ideal reached by pliilosophical inquiry tends to

an assimilation with tho Christian.... 11

3. Both Christian Ethics and Moral Philosophy must

indicate tho application of their general ideal to

the particular problems of practical life, and in doing

so their methods are identical. For in ?11 methods

of research there is ultimately no appeal beyond

reason 12

§3. Helatioit of Christian Ethics to Christian Dogmatics . . . 15

This is indicated by the dependence, especially in moral life

—

1. Of theory on practice 19

2. Of practice on theory 21

§ 4. Diinsion of the Science—
It is here divided into four parts, treating of (1) the supremo

Christian ideal ; (^) that ideal in its subjective aspect

;

(3) that ideal in its objective aspect ; (1) Methodology .
' 22
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