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Foster s • leiizied I- man. < has <lestroycd the public character of the federal
opposition, robbed il of ds political siRniCicance and dwarfed it into a semi-private

of men whose chief purpose in life is to defend Mr. Foster and his
tro:n the conseqiic ice .)f their own misdeeds,

rii. sittings of ibe K:iy,al C--mmis.sion on Life Insurance and li.e evidence
given before Ibat bodv made Mr. ^o.ster, his associates and their doings the one
outstanding Ihougbt in the public mind regarding the party to «hich these gen-
tlemcn belonged; it placed liefore the countrv in a new light the principles these
nivmlers of the opposition adopted in the handling of other people's monev, and

"K'r '"-' """''"' "^''-^ ""'S'l' '"^ expected to pursue should the mrna^ement
ol the linanrcs of Canada ever fall into their hands.

Since t;..il lime, llie party rcpresent.itives in the Kouse ha<e been delilier-
ately, sy.steinatically and skillfullv manocuvered, jockeved and dragooned into
position, unlil ihey stand an unbroken phalanx of defenders-in-ordinarv and
apologists-extraor-linary for the brand of politico-spec, iators who o-mpv their
front benches .-md dommato the party caucuses. True, some disniav a measured
lack of enthusiasm m liie cause, but the criieial hour alwnvs finds them voliu'r
solid.

The net result is Ih.it whatever may be the opinions and wishes oF the pri-
vate m the r.ink.s, his leader, his parliament:iry mis-representalivcs, and the chief
newspaper esponenls of his polilical failh stand hand in hand for the defence ol
the r-..^lcr '.n.np: hov-Mcr piih!:r-spirilcd may Ije his political artivilv. he has
Ixcn made i-.-t of a niacbinc for whitewashing reputations such as he woula
neither covel nor lolerate for himself; however disinterested and high mindcH
may be his polilic.-il ideals, he is represented by those who speak fo- hi.n as the
rietcnder of the iiu!efens!ble. The P:irliamentary parte which his vole helps to
maintain for Ihe betterment of public affairs has been perverted into a group of
personal apologisls and advocates for those whose dealings he would neither emu-
late nor endorse.

This perversion and paralysis of the opposition is more than the business of
Mr. Horden and Ills parliamentary followers; it is of concern to more than the
newspaper lights which reflect their doings and sayings, and has an interest
broader even lliau the membership of Ihe parlv of whom they should be tl-.e rc-
prosenta lives.


