,wasdbeln'g prepared for the summit of trade
ers from the seven major economlc powers

1 trade umon central bodies was adopted by a

AC mesting at the end of May.
- In the meantime, External Affairs was informed of
‘ general direction the CLC expected the trade union
ummit to. take and thus, the direction labour wanted
he. governments to take. Any last minute changes in

ome (there were none) would have been communi--

cated to the department as well. At the 1979 economic

: summit in Tokyo, CLC officials personally briefed then
rime Mlmster Joe Clark the day before he met other
_heads’ of government ‘Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau

.did not receive a similar briefing in Venice because the

LC’s McDermott was lmable to go to either Rome or
enice. :

The trade umons sumrmt had called upon the gov-

ernment leaders to pay particular attention to the in-

ernational development concepts outlined in. the

randt Commission report on North-South relatlon-

ships. Instead the Venice meeting seemed to concen-

ore on East-West political questlons and the en-

sue. It is 1mposs1ble to say whether there would

Been any»notlceable change in this posmon had

! down For ei;ample, When the government was draftiy

-a code of conduct for Canadlan companies operatmg in

. South Africa, it would not give the draft to the CLC .
: Havmg obtaine
- .approach External ‘and ITC to point:out where it bef

pn'ated copy, 1 ‘the CLC was able b

heved the code needed strengthemng “to have'a mod:
‘cum of* ‘realism.”Tt also. forwarded copies. of the dra
code to churches for their ‘input, desplte the fact tha
the government had d:{splayed no initial interest in i
‘volving church. groups. Now the CLC plans to monito
how well companies are followmg the code, which

-still does not regard as strong enough. -

-The code of conduct is not the only area where th
CLC feels it has played a leadership role in the counf
try’s foreign affairs. Tt takes much of the credit for in
tiating the legal action against Space Research Corpo
ration, an arms. manufacturer convicted in the Unite

States of illegally sh1ppmg arms to South Africa. Th

- company has _since been fined $50,000. The CLCE

started to build and extensive file on the corporatio

. after - Zimbabwe's ZAPU ' leader. Joshua Nkom

charged, in 1977, that illegal arms shipments were b
ing made to South Africa from Canada. Nkomo mad
the allegations during a news conference at the CLC :
Ottawa headquarters. Using its trade union contacts|f
the labour organization provided then External Affair
minister Don Jamieson with shipping, docking anif
loading details: But desplte these eﬁ'orts, the CLC was
not believed.

-The CLC enhanced its credibility in 1ts 1979 ‘Oper -

" ation Solidarity’ donations of more than $500,000 i

supplies to war-torn Nicaragua. The government as
sisted that initiative by providing aircraft to transport :
the goods. ‘Operation Solidarity’, however, raised other §

problems for the CLC. The scope of the exercise le F

some groups to expect the CLC to continue its substan-§

: tial relief eﬁ'ort——even ifit meant Jeopardlzmg a prmci { _




