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(COPY OF U.S. NOTE TO IRISH GOVERNMENT OF FEBRUARY 
21st, GIVEN TO MR. ROBERTSON BY IRISH HIGH COM- C194474 
MISSIONER IN OTTAWA, FEBRUARY 26th.)

Your Excellency will recall that in your speech at Cork on 
the 14th December 1941 you expressed sentiments of special friend­
ship for the American people on the occasion,of their entry into 
the present war and closed by saying: "The policy of the State 
remains unchanged. We can only be a friendly neutral". As you will 
also recall, extracts of this speech were transmitted to the Presi­
dent by your Minister in Washington. The President, while conveying 
his appreciation of this expression of friendship, stated his con­
fidence that the Irish Government and the Irish people, whose free­
dom is at stake no less than ours, would know how to meet their 
responsibilities in this situation.

It has become increasingly apparent that, despite the declared 
desire of the Irish Government that its neutrality should not 
operate in favour of either of the belligerents, it has in fact 
operated and continues to operate in favour of the Axis Powers and 
against the United Nations on whom your security and the maintenance 
of your national economy depend. One of the gravest and most in- 

1 ^equitable results of this situation is the opportunity for highly 
[organised espionage which the geographical position of Ireland 

I affords the Axis and denies the United Nations. Situated as you * 'are in close proximity to Britain, divided only by an intangible 
* boundary from Northern Ireland, where are situated important American I bases, with continuous traffic to and from both countries, Axis 
I agents enjoy almost unrestricted opportunity for bringing military 
linforraation of vital importance from Great Britain and Northern llreland into Ireland and from there transmitting it by various 
"routes and methods to Germany. No opportunity corresponding to this 
is open to the United Nations for the Axis has no military disposi­
tions which may be observed from Ireland.

■ We do not question the good faith of the Irish Government in
its efforts to suppress Axis espionage. Whether or to what extent 1 it has succeeded in preventing acts of espionage against American 
shipping and American forces in Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
is, of course, impossible to determine with certainty. Nevertheless 
it is a fact that German and Japanese diplomatic and consular repre­
sentatives continue to reside in Dublin and enjoy the spécial 
privileges and immunities customarily accorded to such officials.
That Axis representatives in neutral countries use these special 
privileges and immunities as a cloak for espionage activities against 
the United Nations has been demonstrated over and over again. It
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