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Year of the Boar marked

by CHRISTOPHER W. M. CHAN
Brunswickan Staff

Dragon and lion dancers
weave through the colourful
streets as people cheer and set
off firecrackers by scores. This
is the scene one can see in
China or any Chinese com-
munity around the world on a
New Year's Day. It is the big-
gest, loudest, liveliest and
most colourful festival of all
celebrations. The old year is
over and the spring, the
season of new life and new
hope is about to blossom. No
wonder New Year is the
favorite festival of all Chinese.

In addition to these, New
Year is also a birthday of every
Chinese, because regardless
of the actual date on which a
Chinese child is born, he is
considered to be one year of
age on New Year's Day.

The New Year commences
on the new moon necrest fo
15° of Aquarius, which is
usually in the month of
February. The holiday which
almost everyone celebrates
lasts from the first to the 15th
day of the first lunar month.
This year the big day fell on
February 13th. During these
days everyone devotes himself
to pleasure. Preparations for
the testival begin at the begin-
ning of the twelfth month of
the lunar calendar, and reach
a climax in the last ten days.

To most people, the New
Year Festiva! is a time of great
gaiety, but to the isclated per-
son it is a time of heart-break.
This is not due to a lack of
hospitality in Chinese homes,
but is because the New Year
Festival is a great family occa-
sion.

It is also the occasion for
paying respect to ancestors.
The celebration is an occasion
for the ceremonies relating to
the family's origins, develop-
ment, and future. That is why
this custom makes cll who are
away from their families feel
that returning home on the
New Year Festival is a necessi-
ty.
The kitchen God - the deity
who has spent the last tweive
months in the kitchen watching
over household happenings is
also sent out of the family

home, to return to heaven. To
insure that his report is
favourable concerning the con-
duct of the various family
members, a special meal is
prepared for him on the night
before his departure. Sweet
sticky rice balls are molded,
then smeared over the mouth
of the god's image. This is to
encourage him to say sweet
words about the family when
he reports to

these, a farewel! sacrifice is
prepared for him.

Ch'u-hsi (Year-end House ;

.Clouning):

A few days before New g

Year, there is a great house
cleaning in each family.
Everything in the house is
cleaned, rearranged or
decorated, so that the whole
house is renewed. The old
couplets, are taken down to be
replaced by fresh ones. These
are usvally written by
calligraphers. For expample a
motto may express: “‘Sincerity
and honesty make the farmily
long lasting; poetry and
classics assure generations”;
or "Diligence and thrift are the
principal virtue in managing a

household; filial piety and
brotherhood are important
measures for training

children”. In -general, these
mottoes reflect the ideals of

the family.
Pictures, firecrachers, in-
cense sticks, papers, and

sweets are bought to decorate
the house. The pictures
generally represent flowers
and birds, historical dramas,
cheerful children, and fairy
tales.

On the last day of the pass-
ing year, the final stages of
preparation fake place. Since
it is a market day, everyone
does their final shopping and
cooking for the days ahead.
The Narcissus and plum
blossoms are favourite tlowers
for the home, and can be pur-
chased in all flower shops.
Oranges, opples and
grapefruits are alsc set on the
femily table. The word for
orange and grapefruvit is a

Surplus - no effect on fees

(Continued from p. 5)
surplus, "have given the
university a bit of a breather,”
but feels the surplus is an in-
significant amount because o
decrease could have occurred.

Downey also stated that o
severe message of restraint is
coming from both levels of
government ond this could
have an affect on things for
next year. Downey is op-
timistic, nevertheless, because
UNB does not have any
outstanding debts like many
other Maritime universities,
but everything is contingent

upon the level of funding

granied by the government.
Tuition fees are also depen-
dent upon governmen! granis
and Downey does noi expect
the surplus o have any offect
on tuifion at all. Downey
stated that tuition fees account
for 14% of the operating
revenue, while government
grents account for 75-78%.
Downey expects the surplus
to be used to help write off the
universities accumulated
deficit of $700,000 and if
anything is lefi over, it will be
carried forward to next yecr.

the Jade Z§

Emperor, or at least to keep § :
his mouth glued shut so that he U}
will say nothing at all. After all g

homonym for the character of
luck. The first character of the
word for apples means peace
and is meaont to bring peace to
the children in the family.
Finally, it is New Year's Eve.
All the famiiy members gather
around to stay up until mid-
night to pay a sclemn good-
bye to the old year. At the ap-
proach of midnight, all shops
are closed and streets are
quiet. Everyone stays at home
and al! the doors are locked to
keep luck inside, and no one is
permitted to come in or to go
ouf untii the next morning.
Hsin-Nien (New Year):

Just after midnight on New
Year's Eve, there is o feeling in
which joy, mystery, and dignity
are mingled. The family
members wash and put on
their new clothes (for it is bad
luck to wear old clothes and
old shoes in the New Year).

Junior members of the fami-
ly pay ceremonial respects and
exchange greetings to those
senior to them, and the iatter
show their benevolence to the
former through gifts of money
in littie red envelopes as sym-
bols of luck. On this day
everyone tends to talk about
prosperity ond hoppiness in
life. It is considered to be bad
luck to raise one’s voice or to
use indecent languvage.

On the second day of the
New Year, the sireets hecome
alive. It is the beginning of
visits and exchange of
greetings. Neighbours and
friends bow when they meet
and say "King-hsi” - "l wish you
joy!” er "Kung-hsi Fa-Tsai”
-May jov and wealth be yours."
Teng-Chiech (Feast of
Lanterns)

The last night of the New
Year falls on the First full Moeon
of the first lunar month, or
nomely the Lantern Festival
and it is the conclusion of the

New Year celebration. The in-
teresting fecture of the

by Chinese students

The feast of Lanterns: the dragon, the Chinese symbol of all things good,
leads the celebration.

Lantern Festival is the distribu-
tion of lamps. Lanterns of dif-
ferent shapes, colours and
sizes with peoetic paintings on
them appear everywhere
around the cty. From the sur-
rounding heights they are like
an immense beonfire.

In addition to this, a lantern
parade is lead by a huge
dragon, the Chinese symbol cf
wisdom, justice, dignity,
courage, harmony,
righteousness, benevolence
and ail things good. This
breathtaking dragon dance is
executed by teams of nimble
dancers who weave, twirl, and
manipulate an awesome hun-
dred foot-long dragon in dezzl-
ing patterns.

The lantern parade ied by
the huge dragon makes its way
through the streets; the wat-

ching crowds set off strings ot
firecrachers. Everyone is over-
whelmed by the sound of pipes
and drums. It marks the end of
the long drawn-out New Years’
festivities with great gaiety
and excitement.

China created a brillant
culiure and art, contributing
previous spiritval wealth to
mankind. It is difficult for a
person to include all the
celebrations in this short
description and the outline is
just like “Looking at flowers
from horseback.”

On behalt of the Chinese
students at UNB and STU the
author woulid like to take the
opportunity to extend the
wermest wishes tc all the
readers “Kung-hsi Fa-Tsai” - a
Happy Healthy and Prosperous
New Year!

Quebec Society and Culture

Explore The French World Next Door

Study Quebec in Quebec

This summer, explore the French world of your Quebec neighbours! The
prograrnme Quebec Society and Culture will be offered on the beautiful
Loyola Campus of Concordia University which covers 50 acres in
Montreal, the worid’s second largest French-speaking city.

Course Offerings

The Programme consists of a two-year sequence of courses. You may
take the whole programme or individual courses.

Students who wish to follow the full programme will take a total of 8
three-credit courses over two surnmers:-

Summer Programme 1983, 4 July - 12 August

FRAN C200; French Language: Elementary | (3 crs). Marthe Catry-Verron,
Associate Professor of French at Concordia University specializing in Applied
Linguistics. A student possessing the equivalent of the above course would
substitute FRAN C250: Quebec Literature in Transfation (3 crs). Marc Plourde,
poet, writer of fiction, translator and teacher.

HIST C210: Quebec Since Confederation (3 ¢rs). Cameron Nish, Protessor of

History, Concordia University.

POL! C353: Quebec Politics (3 crs). Marcel Danis, Associate Professor of

Political Science.

COMS C300: Introduction to Quebec Cinema (3 crs). Brian Lewis, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Film Production and Thecry, Department of Communication Studies at

Concordia University.

During the Summer of 1984, the abave courses will again be given. In
addition, courses on Quebec geography, Quebec theatre, Quebec and
Canadian literature, the sociology of Quebec wiil be offered and a more

advanced French language course.

For further information please contact:
Dr. Cameron Nish, Coordinator
Concordia University Summer Institute 1l

Concordia University

7141 Sherbrooke St. West
Montreal, PQ. H4B 1R6
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