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ONE ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL
SYSTEM By CAMROSE BURDEN %

For some people these appear to be con
flicting aims, if sought in the mainstream of 
our society. And when they do, as the busi
ness executive mentioned earlier did, they 
usually choose the latter, to the detriment of 
the former In order to support oneself in 
American-Canadian society, one must culti
vate habits such as discipline of appetites 
(including the appetite for knowledge), slavery 
to the clock, uniformity of appearance, and

On a recent CBC documentary entitled "The 
School System: What They Want to Produce;
Not What We Want to Become", a high school 
principal in Leamington, Ontario, was asked 
whether he thought he ran his school well. The 
principal, well-known for his strict adminis
tration, candidly replied to this effect; "Yes,
I think I run it very efficiently /cf. 'well'/ - 
about 98% of our pupils conform satisfactorily".

I happened to be watching the program with a 
family whose father was the top personnel ad- most important, unquestioning obedience to 
ministrator tor a large company. He immediate- authority (or at least a willingness to accept 
ly congratulated the principal, and remarked it). These habits are instilled in most of us 
with gusto, "That's the kind of teacher we during eleven, twelve, or thirteen years of 
need in our schools. Kids have got to learn school training. During these years a child 
that they can't do just what they want to when spends about five hours daily, or about a third 
they get a job. They can't go out for a drink of his waking hours, in a classroom where for 
of water or stay home to read a book, if they the most part he is required to learn subjects

chosen by someone else, and act like a mac
hine whose attention could never stray to
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are holding down a nine-to-five job. Goodness 
knows, if I had my way I'd like to sit around 
reading books and doing interesting things, something more interesting than a memori-
too, instead of working all day, but I have to zation of the four - count them!- four causes

earn a living."
Like many in similar positions, a "living" 

includes an eipensive car, a summer house, genuine learning. All of which is superb train-
vacations in bermuda, and clothes bought ad- in g for the cogs in the machinery of society,
mittedly for their value as a status symbol. But none of which is necessarily a good
His employees, likewise seek high wages, ex- education. Consequently, it is not surprising
pensive status symbols, secure employment, that when the graduates of the system arrive
and fringe benefits. It is for such jobs that the at work or at university, they have no difficulty
majority of our community wants people to be in "adjusting" — they wear their beanies

in order that it may have the goods without a question, although most of them feel
like fools.
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of World War 1 or of bad breath or of anything 
else which may be far from a priority item of v
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The whip theory of knowledge — regurigitation of mem
orized data — is coming more and more under question.

- CUSPHOTO

In Canada, a number of people have objected to the main 
stream schools, which they say are oriented towards providing 
well-behaved, well-trained pe.sonnel for a lbaour force which 
has inhuman habits and destructive desires, aided and abetted 
by governments which reject as "misfits" those who do not 
conform entirely to the values of the majority of society. Some 
of those who 
a "free school".

In the first issue of the Canadian National Student Maga
zine (Issue), Terry Campbell describes these schools. There 
are four in Vancouver, two in Winnipeg, and one in Toronto.

To the casual observer, the atmosphere in a free school 
is one of chaos. But the casual observer is not on the inside. 
Those who are on the inside are the kids, and their judgments 
seem to cast the schools in a very favorable light.

Take 13 y ear-old Duncan Innés, for example. He is a stu 
dent at the Barker Free School in Vancouver.

When Duncan goes to school, he is going because he wants

M
trained,
it produces as a whole.

I asked Murray Sergeant, superintendent of 
N.B. School District No. 26, what the aims of 
the school system in Fredericton and sur
rounding district were. He hesitated to give a 
single, specific answer, but rather asked,
"Who is to say? Personally, I feel that child
ren should be taurÿit to see different sides to 
every question. That would be one 
aims." He also showed me the vague statement more open-minded, Mr. Sargeant says. "But," 
of the objectives given by the Department of he adds, "we are still bound by society. The

successful person today seems, to a lot of 
people, to be the one with a brand-new car, 
vacations in Florida, and so on. I'm not sure 
that that is what success is. But we are bound

Ier "Peak".
The schools are changing. Students in N.B. 

schools are now free to choose more optional 
subjects, and it is possible, on the new "cred
it" system, to graduate in the middle of grade 
eleven. Formerly a student had to complete 
grade twelve. Teachers are generally younger, 
and have more years of education behind them 

of the chief when they start teaching. They are, therefore,

object have provided an alternative, known as

sity becomes a 
re majority, 
fiction, the Uni

odds with the 
easing costs. We 
that they have 

outine sources, 
ees remain as a

Education, which might be summed up, "to 
help every educable child in New Brunswick 
(1) to develop to the greatest extent possible, 

and %

by society."(2) to become seif supporting." ■v
severe problem 
are having dif- 

selves in raising

to
6More Letters to the Editor Nobody will phone his parents if he doesn't turn up. And 

yet both Duncan and his parents feel he is getting a far better 
education this y ecu than in past years.

Before he was sent to the Barker Tree School, he was what 
is known as a "problem child".

"I didn'te get along", says Duncan, an unusually articulate 
youngster for his age, describing his public school career. 'I 
used to throw things ;md get into tioubie. ''

Duncan says his mother sent him to Barker because of 
this rebelliousness. "1 always liked to hear them shout at 
me," he says. "But now I like school."

Last year, while attending public school, Duncan missed 
30 days because he was "sick". "Sick of school, I guess", 
he says.

To date this year he has missed only one day. "But I 
didn't have to say I was sick. I just didn't feel like going so 
I went somewhere else instead."

Each school day for Duncan begins with a meeting. The 
students at his school all elementary age - attend a general 
meeting each morning at which they decide what they will do 
for the day.

This aspect of the free school is generally widespread 
the active participation by the students in the decision making 
processes of the school. "If the teachers want one thing and 
we want another, we outvote them," Duncan says.

The crucial question, however, is whether the free school 
gives a better education than rhe traditional public school.

now than I was before", says

Editor: Eisenhower at the time' which challenged, I will end with a 
indicated that 80% of the discussion of Professor Wil- 
people in Vietnam would elect loughby's last comment, which 
HoChiMinh in a free and demo- is nothing but Ihe usual undem- 
cratic election; that even the ocra tic threat of economic 
terms South and North Vietnam sanction which America has

in an additional 
for admission: As a citizen of Canada I have

>a citizen's responsibility to in- 
fonn myself of the factors per
taining to issues which are of 
concern to all Canadians and to 
all of Canada One such issue are arbitrary designationsdrawn wielded so ingloriously and él
is the war against Vietnam. to facilitate the withdrawal of fectively over countries which 
Referring to Professor Wil- French booPs from Vietnam at refuse to be subservient to her
loughby's letter in the February the end of the war of Vietnam imperialistic policies any long-
1 Brunswickon, I would like to " a which was ponced er. He states "unless Canada 
point out what I consider er (estimates usually begin at wishes to terminate all join 
rors of emohasis or omission 70% and wander up to 90%) by efforts for the defense of 
in his h tier based on my study that very United States which North America, it would not be

Professor Willoughby now in her interest, it seems to me,
wishes to establish as the to stop the sale of arms and

Professor Willoughby champion of the oppressed. The equipment to theUnitedStates.' 
speaks of "stabilization". United States is the aggressor What he is saying here, in ef- 
Does he mean by this the vari- in Vietnam. feet, is that taking into can

non-democratically elected (3) I would also like to indi- sidération the fact that 50% of 
"puppet governments" which cate to Professor Willoughby Canadian business and in- 
America has supported in vari- that Canada too has inter- dustry is controlled by the

responsibilities and United States, that Canaaa 
independent of must support America in any

::.N- -i to governments, 
ial and federal 
nust be prepared 
rtion high on its
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of the factors of this issue.
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(1)ist also bear the 

igly or otherwise. 
Id be tax credits 
s to education, 
d be aid by in- 
operating costs 

ummer jobs, 
s at universities 
î allowed to have 
w qualifications, 
i should not pub- 
tin but should use 
the present, 
future of Canada 
ily on a new con- 

on an educated 
le of bearing the 
es left to it.

come from busi- 
g is as important 
l. The sacrifices 
nit so ore the re-

ous
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Ious sovereign countries, for national 
example Greece, the Dominican committments
Republic, Iran, Spain, Portugal, American foreign policy.In 1954 war America chooses to wage,
ana Haiti? Canada was appointed a posi- or else we will suffer economic 1 {eel 1 1311 !eanun9 more

Willoi. .riby tion on the International Con- suffering and privation. Surely Duncan 

Gates fa l ... VS. . is "attempt- trol Commission along with Professor Willoughby realizes 
in g to end outsiae aggression Poland and India. This posi- that Canada and the US. have 
against Sou ‘G Vietnam." May tion pledges our government to n joint agreement to defend 
I state here that the only fore- neutrality in the Vietnam issue. North America from direct al
ign troops in Vietnam are those How cun our claim to neutrality *-Qck from outsiae, this does 
of America and her South East be believed by the international not mean and must not mean 
Asian allies, that a majority ol community when we overtly that Canada must in return for
th* North Vietnamese ..iberution act (and cover!y even more so) s he all neutrality and become 
Arm y consists ot troop ; au- as a provider oi war supplies a puppet to America and pro- 
mi tied from the South; that and munitions for one of the ducer of napalm and Green 
even the president oi Lue Uni- combatants? Berets for America's wars of
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: sor(2) The educational objectives of the fiee schools differ some
what horn those of most "mainstream" schools.

Bob Barker, the founder of the Barker Free School, says:
"What we are trying to do is bring people up so that they 

are best able to cope with life today and life tomorrow. The 
mainstream schools are failing at this for two reasons.

"First, the means of the traditional school are too limited. 
You can't educate people when you have 40 to a class.

"Second, there is the bogey and fear of public opinion. 
Public school teachers, because they are public servants, ore 
afraid to act. But so are politicians, and they are acting all 
the time. I call it a bogey because 1 don't think it actually 
exists. "
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(4) Although there cae other imperialism against the starv- 
sults oi tlie Gallop Poll taken points of Professor Willoughby's ing peoples of the Third World, 
in 1956 (the pr^s’dent was letter which I feel ought to lie

ted States admitted to ihe re-
3. ‘..dwards,
. Admin. (4th year)

(Continued on Page Eight). i n U n Kk u i r, P . G . >■
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