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ERVATIVES at Ottawa seen

lermined to proclaiîn that Sir EL
ter, in lis clever address on the B Y T H E

ili, clearly charged Sir Wilfrid
inig in favour of Canadian independence. Said hie:

"To-niglit when 1 put his record befor'e him and chai-
~him as to whether or flot as Prime Minister of this

nitry hie stili believes and cherishes as its goal thc indepen-
,ce of this country, I think this House w1 "l corne to its own
Clusions."

WiiVîfrid merely answercd, "Hear, hear !"

is Une of attack cannot possibiy do the, Opposition any good.

7't serve any national purpose. It cannot promote any imiperial

It cannot improve Canada's reputation with the other

Sor with the people of Great Britain. It is neither dignified

iluai. Sir Wilfrid's record will easily overcome such attacks

those who know himi weil; and while it may do lis reputation

m1onig those outside the country who are flot so0 welL acquaiiited

1-11, it will do more liarmi to the good name of Canada.

OTIONS
I

-FRID lias, like the rest of us, heid opinions whicli lie does

)w liold, hias made statements which lie would not now

is undoubtedly as much a nationalist as lie is an imperialist.
Iss lie is an imperial statesman in the fullest sense of that

Mr. Foster were to make twenty such speeches, with the

nity full of biting and caustic innuendos, Sir Wilfrid couid

land a heartyý rec eption in any community of tlie British

lich lie cared to visit. It is to tlie credit of British common-

it aiways takes a man for \vlat hie is, not for wliat someone

Genierai Louis B3othia fought against tlie British troops îi

'African war, but to-day lie is premier of the Transvaal, and

rwill be,,in ail probabulity, premier of the South African

tion.
ast wvith the present Conservative attack upon Sir Wilfrid

le conduct of Ring Edward VII wlien lie heard of the recent

o Professer Goldwin Smith. If there is any one man living

lI whlo bias persistently argued against, the stability of

connection with Great Britain, that man îs Professor Gold-

LYet Ring Edwvard ca bles the Governor-General ta express

for- the accident wbich lias befalleni the venerable historian

ist, and asks to be informed of bis condition. It seemns a

Mr. Foster lias not more of tliat hum-lan sympathy, fine feel-

)readtb of dliplomnacy, possessed by bis Royal master, Ring

[Il. Hiad lie these qualities in even a slight degree be would

7)1m trying to construct a party advantage eut of suc1 aged
Osen material.

e Caui defend the attitude of Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir

Alard Cartwrigbt in 1891 ani-i 1892. They were wrong, quiteý

l"hey were pessim2istic and their pessimismn subverted their

But tbat is a by-gfone. Tbey have fully atoned for their

have the thousands of Canadians whio foilowed them in their

aams teward Washington. Tliey have since that fiie

eir Cexmntry faithifu-lly and weil. Sir WNilfrid, especially, las

'l Magnificent imperial services sucb as Mr. Foster can nieyer

'quai. Therefore let 'Mr. Eoster forget 'some things, even as

SOIne events in hiý own career wbicb hie is glad to have tbe

)l for-et. Political life in tbis couintry is distressing

Vi91u adding charges of personal disloyalty and deceptien.

the more convinccd we are that thc
Opposition attack upon the Goveril
mi-ent's proposai lias not been wcll

iD I T 0 R planned. It is quite truc, and we can-
not sec why the Government does flot

more frankly admit it, that the authorities in Great Britain werc

anxious to sec a systcma of direct contributions inaugurated. It is also

quite truc, Liberai statements to the contrary notwith standing. that

Canada's present proposais did not meet with the approval of the

British representatives at the Defence Conference last sumrmer. It is

also quite truc, according to'our vicw of the course of, cvcnts, that the

Government is noxx willig to go mudli farther in mceting the British

view than it was even cight mionths ago. The Opposition have

accomplislied something. They have forced plans for a larger Cana-

dian navy than was first intendcd and have so forced the pace of

public opinion that the "speed" of Canada's contribution lias been

materially increased. While they have accomplished something, they

might have accompiished it without trying to cast aspersions on the

ability of Canada to const .ruct warships and te equip and man succcss-

fuily a naval unit. They miglit have argued more effectively for an
"éemergency" contribution had they cast fcwer aspersions upon the

proposed "tin-pot" naàvy, or "tîn-pan rnavy" as an angry subscriber

ho the Canadian Courier describes it in a recent communication.

S IR FREI)ERICK BORDEN rather too k thc wind out of the

Opposition's sals when lie read the cable fromn the Auistraliani

Government to the effect that Australia's naval unit cannot be used

ian imperial struggie without the consent of the parliament of that

coiony. The Australian fleet does not pass automaticaily into the

hands of the British autherities on the declaration of war. This, of

course, does not prove that Canada is right in adopting a similar pro-

vision against automatic transfer, but it kilis thc argument that Ans-

tralia is lcss independent than Canada.

S IR FREDERICK also made clearer the details of thc Government's
proposais. There will be two training slips, one on the Atlantic

and one on the Pacific. These two have been purclhased from the

Admiralty and will be liere shortly. The Rainbowz is not as large as

thie Niobe, but, the latter wili carry a crew of 6oo men. While these

vessels are training Canadian officers and men, the work of building

the niew fleet wi11 be proceeded with either here or in Great Britain.

Ten vesseis will be constructed at a cost of ten or tweive million
dollars. In addition, a n~aval coliege will be built and equipped. The

total cost for the first five years will bie about as follows:-

Rainbow, bought fromn Admiralty ............... $ I,000,000
Niobe, bouglit from. Admiralty .... .............. 1,075,000
Naval college and harracks ...................... 715,000
Maintenance first year ............ ............ 1,250,000

second year ............ ........... 1,500,000
third year............... ........ 1,700,000
fourth year .......... 1.......... .. 2,250,000
fiftb yeay.................3,686,000

Cotof four cruisers and six destroyers.........12,00,000

Total cost i five years ........... 1........$25,i76,oo

Thus the governmiient bas unetknto spend at least thie value

of two Dreadniouights withini five years. Suireiy this should bie suffi-

cient to satisfy even, the most ardent aniti-German in the country.

Suirely it wîll fuilfil any obligation of this country to contribute to

imperiai defence, coupied as it will be with probably a butndred il-

lions spent uipon niew caniais and new railways. Téo add to this an
"1emergency" vote of twenty-five millions of dollars for the purchase

of two Dreadnoughts would be navalismi gone tnad. Surely rampant

niavalism would be as disastrous nationally as rampant militarismi.

Accordîng ta th1e Toronto Mail and Empire the total cest per

alinumi will bc $7,000,000. fudglig by past experiences this wili be

moire necarly correct than, th~e governmenQit's estimate Of $4,000,000.
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