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AMP BORDEN is—a species of concrete psy-
chology specially suitable to 93 in the shade
with a strong wind blowing. In the argu-
ments of people who have been there, those

who have not been yet, and those who never will go
if they can help it, Camp Borden is now as famous
as Torres Vedras and the cave of Adullam used t.o
be in political speeches. Anybody in Ontario ig
qualified to talk about it. The farther away a man
is from seeing it the more cocksure he becomes in
his condemnation or his compliments, somewhat
according to what he thinks he knows about poli-
tics and what he doesn’t know about soldiering,

To get a parallel to this popularly Interesting sol-
diers’ retreat “far from the madding crowd in
the region of Lake Simcoe is not quite possible. No
other camp in Canada is like it. In size and signifi-
cance Valcartier is the nearest. But for most of the
broad outlines as well as the minute details of camp

life, Valcartier is as much like Camp Borden as a
fine oil painting is like a crude sketch. The sketch
may be worth potentially more than the painting;
but as yet it is the baldest kind of sketch, which
must wait for time and labour and war psychology
to determine what it is worth as a military work of
art. Niagara and Barriefield and Camp Carling and
Petawawa are all essentially different. Most of these
had something to do with history. They grew out
of an old historic fort or a militia parade ground.
Borden grew out of none of these—out of nothing
except a conerete intention and psychology,

To understand Camp Borden one must keep away
from it. To get a bundle of impressions, that may
mislead, may in no sense convince, but are sure to
be more or less inleresting, one must go and have a
look at it. Which is what a Canadian Courier re-
presentative did, arriving on the scene just whex:
the big camp was beginning to recover from ‘1”?111
happened to it on the evening of Monday, July 10th.

Question:  What and where is this fa;nous
Camp Borden? Answer: Camp Borden : ?,
topic of varied and at timtehs vio‘iel;ixitc cg;;rersanxor;gl

rain of sand in e p : : :
:xtot;?i for its length and breadth——.sxx and dth;‘gs.
quarter miles from north to south; four an e
quarter, east to west—and fo;* its depth (one so

1p to his neex). 3 ;

tOII(‘i ri'ée ilrtl v:iiyl I;ruth a sandy plateau,'n;l(;w;iutwtl}tlz
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Plains of Angus, The village of Angus, now about
two and one-half miles from military headquarters.

was itself “headquarters” when the business of the
distriet wag lumbering in

0. C.—axe 8angs. The sun looks down hard upon
the plains all day long (incidentally cooking to a
cinder any mean-intentioned germs); but

the few remaining cly
suggestion of the wood
but silence filled the g
and blare of the bat

8. Three monthg ago nothing
pace. Just now it is the bang

talion band doing its evening
repertory, with a bhar or two of Home Sweet Home
sneaked in. Fifty wnen marching in fours mige a
little cloud of dust that hovers about them like a
gang of kids following a circus; a soldier waiting to
cross the road, a man of the compact, hard-polished
type, who hag Seen gome years of service and hag
been in camps whery rain and mud were prevalent.
answered my grin Wwith a smiling “They don’t like
it much; they Soon get over it, though—a cool day
now and a little prajp will show ’em what they got
here. Wait ti they get to work and begin to see

how much quicker the drinl and shooting come to
them where there

less for some battalion on the m

orrow,
The sound of the

planing mill ang carpenter shops
working overtime turning out tables, benches and

ablution outfits to connect up with the second great
water tower; the sight of that 22 foot concrete road-
ly along every the gangs
lamps; the

loading up with material from cars
shunted in ag fagt as they can be unloaded—all this
will get to them; each man will feel himself a part
of that big job,

Camp Borden is fifty miles from Toronto as the
crow flies. By the railways it is sixty or seventy
miles, and the time of flight varies from two hours
to three hours. When you land at the “Union” sta-
tion, which is 579 feet long, and look up Hodgins
Street you think youw're at the World’s Fair. Your
gaze is held by a strip of woods stretching across the
picture three-quarters of a mile away. This ig the
ravine bordering Catawampus Creek. Between it and

the railway lie the brigade areas over a mile to the
left and half a mile to the

right; containing 6,000
tents. Half a mile far-
ther to the right are the
store-houses of the ordn-
ance corps, where the
straw hats come from,
and the Army Service
Corps, where the beef
and bread are passed
along from the CATS—
40,000 1bs. of each per
day. One siding, not
shown on the sgketch
plan, runs up the side of
Hodgins Avenue, which
carries in the supplies
for the contractors and

One recreafon feature at the Cam
with the aid of ropes s
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camp engineers, This sketch plan byattl;out ",
shows only part of the whole army;);ack spot
much as the white section of the 1
on the map alongside, so you can judg .
extent, nto,

If you could slide Camp Borden over Txgtro
turn its east side to lie along the waterfrgav’e the
carefully lower it about 450 feet, you would of the
City Hall tower poking up through the ﬂOOrstatlon'
headquarters office, and the camp railway of the
Would be on King Street near York, One sxdend
¢amp would be at High Park, the other beyon fro’
Don. The area for tents and stores would It h
Bathurst Street to Parliament, and going frof(ll be 8¢
quarters to the end of the rifle butts wou'roronw
trip from the City Hall to the new North would
station; continuing to the far side of the caml;e you
land you at Eglinton Avenue, If, Per‘fhanm'
have no acquaintance with these localities om the
lown you may at least know how far it is f;ter the
Exhibition Grounds to King and Yongeﬁathe rifle
Show. The big review took place south of is
butts; a native son of Pine Plains says there béttef
other flat area farther south which is an evenlles of
marching ground than this. There are .10 m ' 15
SEWer pipe in the camp running to septic t?in coné
miles of water mains. That round-bott‘fme]; gtilts
tobped cylindrical tank 100 fet in the air O on Al
holds 100,000 gallons, and a second one 1 93
Way. There are eight gushers or artesmnf water
supplying over a miliion and a half gallons 0 ndeed‘
ber day. It is good enough water, very gOOdﬂordin‘
There are 500 showers, 250 ablution tables, & rworks
basins for 2,500 men at one time; the Waterallwﬂ
system is as complete as any city’s; the ublic 1#
station’s outfit of conveniences for the popo
practically the same as that of any metr ;
station. aré:

Among the buildings of size on the ground: waltr
Headquarters office, 182 ft. by 36 ft., with largepaﬁ
ing hall and registry offices, and about 24 Bodatlﬂ‘
offices; post office, 61 ft. by 33 ft., accommlephone
Post office, two telegraph offices and tg' guard
offices; pay office, 51 by 38; bank, 44 by 3 'ervic®
house, 90 by 20, 24 cells; garage for Amyth
motors, 160 by 60; pump house, 47 by 45, Wiuudms’-
former station, 20 fect square; Y. M. C. A. % py 30
5,000 feet floor area; musketry building, 6 dining’
headquarters officers’ mess, 144 by 40, _W‘th mpleté
oot bY 40; hospital, 137 by 13, with comBig
operating and other departments; denml ws, 41
building, 152 by 25, 24 chairs; three bunga 0 iding®
by 39. There are about 6 miles of railway There
and an unloading platform 2,600 feet 'long-ht The
are about 10 miles of wiring for electric li'ghtins
streets are mostly 150 feet wide and the lig
better than in most towns. y thrO“gM

And who laid all this out and will see it Deroch®
Col. Robert §. Low, contractor—he and Col. blew in
and Major Barry, of the Engineers. They and 370
on the 10th of May with 60 carloads of stuff 5 fore”
men, and it wasn’t iong till the COHStrucuos
men had many more going hammer and tong

acre®
the number reached 1,500. They cleared 5,000

tayed
P is a species of Blind'Man’s Buff, but p
trung out from a peg. it is exciting- E




