
THE W*ttttMN HÔMt MONtHLY
Aâ It WaS in Ried ]River Days

By Aubrey l'Vlerton.

TEE approah of winter and its holi-,day seaison means i many waysa
great deal more to-day than it

mëant in the pioneer days of Western
Canada. There is a, larger range of
cold-weather activities than there used
te be. It is a question, however, if we
nowadave get any more out of our crisp,
soetable winters, ini proportion to our
opportupities, than did the early, set-
tiers, for instance, in the old Red River
Oolony. With ail the troubles of the
Selkirk cooniste, if e sometimes went
inerrly with them, and some pleasant
pietures of how they spent the winter
months stii remain.

Christmas was one of the very special
éccaions in that firet settlement of the
Canadian West. [t was then, as now,
the great social event of the year, and
ini the rambling frontier village whicii
had grown up along the Red it was
obaerved with a surprising elaborateness
and enthusiasm. The energy that made
ail the other festivals of the year
tocially successful was very particu-
larly focussed upon the Christmas cele-
bration, and almost from the first days
of -the colony the settlers were in the
habit of keeping their yuletide right
nierrily.

Christmas came but once a year,*.how-
evQr, andk. apother kînd of fete-day,
which repeatéd itself as often as circum-
stances permitted, sometimes outshone
it in spiendor, thougli neyer in general
popularity. Weddings were as wonder-

,kirk'e colonists had the knack of step-
ping off.

Somle time in the following week the
groom took his bride to bis father's
house, and there another celebration, on
a smaller scale, was put on, this latter
occasion being known as "the home
wedding." When this wvas over, the
newly-weds w-ere allowed to take up the
quiet course of their own domestic life,
and publie interest shifted to some other
couple next on the wedding list.

In the social events of the old Red
River days there was a warmth, a sin-
cerity, and a simplicity of manner that
have for ail time given a pleasant
coloring to the early colony life. Soine
features of those social doings, hoNeever,
were not so pleasant or so commendable.
Nearly always, for instance, there was
an accompaniment of hard drinking, pro-
vision for which was considered one of
the -necessary duties of the host.
Strangely enough, funerals kept pace
wlth weddings as occasions for general
drinking boute

It is an interesting if flot a pleasing
fact that e9nsiderable prominence was
given in the early history of the Red
River colony to the matter of a local
liquor supply, and the regulation of the
demand for drinking facilities, and the
way that demand was met, forme a
striking commentary upon the olden
days as conpared with these prohibition
times in which we '.now live. In 1833,
when the colony did flot yet number

At., Red River Settlement had giveaî way to a new orcler. The pioneer village of Winnipeg asait waafifty years ago

fuI evente in the Red River settlement
as anywhere else in the world, and were
fittingly celebrated. Many a time did
the little log houses at the edge of the
w ilderness ring with the merriment that
acconipanied the Inarriage doings.

Winter was the favorite time for wed-
dings in those days. Loyers were some-
how able to arrange their dates, in xnost
cases, so that >the great event was timed
for the year-end or for some time withiii
the next two unonthe thereafter, when
the long winter nights gave ample op-
portunity for festivities. For some
reason, too, Thursday was the popular
wedding day, and it came to bc a gener-
ally recognized rule that that time of
theyear and that day of the week wvere,
the correct inarriage occasions for
strictly proper people.

A Red River wedding begfn on Mon-
day with the passing around of the invi-
tations. This was usually donc by the
father of the bride, or by someone acting
in his behaîf, and it ivas understood that
in the case of guests coming from a dis-
tance the invitation wvas good for over-
niglit. When the cerernonial day had
ful]Y corne, and the service at the church
Was over, there followed a ride home in
<'arioles, a reception with a salute of fire-
aIrnm, and a long night of revelry. With
0111V îuh interruptions as the eating of
a Nvonderful wedding dinner-made up
'If ecoice buffalo-meat dishes, plurn pud-
<liu1g-s, and the like-the programme of
danceing went on tilI nearly daylîght
a9gain. It was then one could bave seen
thý- eal iRed River jig, at its best, -with
aIl flie other reels and waltzeq tha 'lel-

5,000 souls, Governor Simpson reported
that after weeding out a number of
spurious claims there were still twenty-
nine men who had some reasonable
rights to the privilege of xnaking
whiskey. When it came to making com-*
pensation to these men, for the purpose
of getting the liquor business under
government control, some of themn
-wanted as much as £200, but Governor
Simpson recommended an average of
L'20 as quite sufficient.

Perhaps neyer before or since in
Canada has the privilege of making
whiskey been set over against the priv-
ilege of baving a preacher of the Gospel
in the community. There ivas a time, it
will bc recalled wben the eturdy Scotch
colon ists on the Red River were without
a church or a uinister of their own
vreed, and considerable dickering and
delay ensued before they got their
desire. During the time of their shep-
herdlessness the whiskey inatter was-
îînder discussion, and some of the men
most closcly concerned àn, it told Gov-
ernor Simpson that theyr would be will-
ing to forego their dlaims to the right
of distilling liquor if they could have a
clergyman of the kind they wanted. It
is not on~ such a hasis as this that min-
isters are soîîght to-day.

The end of the year w'as alvays a
time of particular interest in the carl'
M\anitoba settiement by rea.on also of
its being the time -when the new sup-
plies from England were received and
distributed. The freight route from the
Old Countr 'y w9az then by wmy of Hud-
son Bav and Voerk Fartorv. and the
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