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23. If the machines or any of them have been destroyed,
lost, or for any other reason are not forthcoming within the
delay fixed as in subsection of the next preceding section
provided, the returning officer shall ascertain the cause of the
disappearance of such machines and shall call on each of the 5
deputy returning officers whose boxes are missing, or on any
other person having them, for the list, statements and certifi-
cates, or copies of the lists, statements and certificates, of the
namber of votes given to each candidate required by this
Act,—the whole verified on oath, which oath the returning 10
officer is hereby authorized to administer ; and if such lists
or statemeunt: ov any of them, or copies thereof, cannot be
obtali ed he shall ascertain by such evidence as he is able to
obtain the total number given to each candidate at the several
polling places, and to that end may summon any such deputy 15
returniug officer, his poll clerk, or any other person to appear
before bim ata day and hour to benamed by him and to bring
all necessary papers and documents with him) of which day
and hour, and of the intended proceedings, the candidate shail
have due notice, and the said returning officer may then and 20
there examine ou oath the said deputy returning officer, the
said poll clerk, or any other person, respecting the matter in
(uestion.

2. Tn case of anadjournment by reason of any deputy return-
ing oflicer not having placed in the box of the voting machine 25
a certificate of the votes registered, the returning officer shall
in the meantime use all reasonable efforts to ascertain the
exact number of votes given for cach candidate at the polling
district of such deputy returning officer, and to that end shall
have the powers set out in the next preceding subsection. 30

3. In any case arising under thissection the returning officer
ghall return the candidate appearing to have the majority of
votes, and shall mention specially in his report to be sent with
the return, the circumstances accompanying the disappearance
of the voting machineg, or the want of uny certificate as atore- 35
said and the mode by which he ascertamned the number of
votes given fo each candidate.

4. Any person refusing or neglecting to attend on the sum-
mons of the returning oflicer issued under this section, shall be
guilry of an indictable offence and punishable accordingly. 40

2¢. The returning officer shall, immediately after the sixth
day after the final addition by him under section 23, or the
ascertainment by him under section 24, of the number of votes
given for each candidate, transmit his return to the Clerk of
the Crown in Chancery that the candidate having the largest 45
number of votes has been duly elected, and shall forward to
each of the respective candidates a duplicate or copy thereof,
and such return shall be in the form L in the schedule to this
Act.

2. The returning officer shall accompany his return to the 50
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery with a report of his proceed-
ings, in which report he shall ruake any observation he thinks
proper as to the state of the voting machines or documents as
received by him. , : L

3. The returning officer shall also transmit to the Clerk of 55
the Crown in Chancery with his return the certificates of the
several deputy returning officers hereinbefore referred to,



