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publio opinion. ,Tho Moruing Chronicle ln
its issuo of the 15th iner. has nowell written
acticle Jon independence in reply to one
against that measure from the Glbe in
which it is assorted by the Chronicle that a
geparation from Great Britain would “onsure
additional safety to the Colony,” and nsks
the pertinent question * Weore wo not sov-
eral times on the evo of war with tho United
Stated through this samo relation?”’  With.
out following the Chrenicle through the
series of consequonces deduced from tho
first assumption, it may bo asked in roturn—
\What peculiar safoguard would Canada havo
against that samo sereness of fecling and los.
lilily in the American mind if sho wero inde-
pondent? .

Inorder to preservo n separate existenco
as o nation could Canada maintain as groat
afleot as tho States? and if not, what would
follow? Would not n cause of quarrel arise
with a people who know no law, national or
othorwise, than their own will, or rather
that of the mob, cet oun by some unscrupu-
lous politician 2 Ava not thoir most respect-
table journals trying the »role ot tho bully
already on the Fishaery question, and would
not that bo suflicient if wo wero “ indepen-
dent ' to furnish a grou W of quarrel of suf-
ficiont magnitudo for: forcible unnexation 7
As long as we aroan intogral portion of

.Great Britain wo can sot tho threats of Fe.
nians, fillibusters, and the cflorts of annexa-
tionists at defiance. Tho States came twice
to tako Canada, but went away without 1t,
but with such loss as has kept them quiet
for ovor half & century; and the Chronicle
must havo read history in the fashion the
Norway witches read their prayers to find
out that in #1773 and 1812 this country suf-
fored sevorely;” on the contrary, the liltle
bitl and much more was paid by those States
who are to swallow us whole some fine moin.
ing, tho loss to Canada being the gallant
fellows who went downin thoact of teaching
tho Yankees a lesson they have not yet for-
gotten.

If tho Chronicle is afraid of the States it is
a feeling not at all shared by the vast bulk
of the Canadian people; nor has their ro
cent intermeddling 1 Mexican affiirs, by
which a ruflian hkeJuarez has been enabled
to destroy at once an honest man and tho
only hopo of his country, raised the bogie of
tho Chronicle in their estimation. For the
people know well that the claims this coun.
try has ** 1o American good will and friend.
ship®* are not even so strong as those
Ulysses had on tho Cyclop’s good will, which
anmounted to an assurance that he would be
the last devoured, whereas we would be the
tiest.

As to the guestion of friendship we have
had abundant evidenee, and can see no rea-
son why we ghould recoguize the drivelling
wmantties of President Munroe as the tra-
ditional policy of America, nor aro we solici-
tous to gratify it.

The question of dofence of this countr;
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against the States admits of no doubt—the
experianceo of two great contests are beforo
uy, and tho people would not sheink {rom o
third. Canade can only be invaded on thre:
lines, and thoso aro difticult of access with a
naval perpondorance at xea it is moro than
doubtful if any invasion could bo atfemptad,
The Chrounicle is xovers on our military ox-
penditure, but & commercial firtm of any
value will keep a watchman, and either de-
pendent or independent Canada must do
the same.

It is ovidently tho best policy to hold fast
by the old connection, sad if wo are cast
adrift, it will bo time enough {o think of
new arpangentents.  In the meantime it
shows wonderful unanimity on the put of
the Press and peoplo to find the adve-
cates of Independenco confined to one jour-
nal and threo politic:xl adventurers, whom,
however socially respectable, do not com-
mand any public contidence or political in-
fluence.

T i

As the quostions connected with the Redl
River Sottlewant have engaged a great doal
of purlic ~.ctention sinee last Uctober, owing
to tho unforlunate complications which have
arizen fi rom_misunderst:mdiug tho intentions
of tho Canadian Govermment with rofersnce
to the policy to bo pursued on the tyansfer
of the Territory, and it has bocome neces-
cary to open divect communication theveto
through British territory. .\ short descrip.
tion of tho facilities therefor will not be un-
interesting to owr readers, especially as it
has been intimated by a gatlant and respect-!
cd correspondent (G. W) in our last number
that such an itinery as could be condensed
in a single article, was o duty woowed them,

Diroct access to tho Northwest Territory
from Canada can only be attained at pres-
ent through Lakes HTuron and Superior., As
far as military and political purposes are
coacerned, inwhich caseany communication
through the United States would be out of
the question. There ave two alternatives,
one through Canada, which is at prokent
only a land®oute through a wildernesg, but
must eventually within the next fen yeavs at
furthest bo opened by the Atlantic and
Pacific Railway. This routo is for present
purposes mmpracticable; tho other is by sea
to Vork factory in IHudson's Bay, but it can
only bo reckoned on as accossible for two
months cach year, therefore for all purposes
the line through tho Lalkes is the only one
available.

Lake Huron is divided into two unequal
portions by the Grand Manitoulin, Cackburn,
and Drummond Islands which lio parallel to
its Eastern or Canadian shores from thoe head
of the Georgian Bay to tho foot of St. Mary's
River, which latter conneets Lakes Supomor
and Huron. Thoe boundary line Lotwaeen
Canadaand the United States passes through
tho centre of the Lake and the channel
dividing Cockburn and Drummond Islands,

leaving the latter in tho United States it
passes around that island and deflecting to
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tho south pas<es through the channel divid-
ing St. Joseph's Island from tho mainland,
and Neobish Island in tho States. Common
sen«e would nov havoe cartied this boundary
ina direct northerly courso to Lake Supo-
vior, but St George's, or Sugar Island as it
is now called, would givo tho possessor com-
mand of both channels into which it divides
tho river, and control of tho entranco to
Lako Superior; and that extraordinary spoci-
men of negotiators, Lord Ashburton, allowed
himself to bo fooled out of it for thoe bonofit
of the United States. Immadiately asbovo
tho island tho rapids known as tho Sanlt Ste.
Mario occur at about thirty-thrao miles from
Take IHuron, They have a fall of about {8
foet in a distance of one mile; on the Amoeri-
can side tho differenco of level has boen
overcome by a canal of three-fourths of a
milo in length, with twolocks, tho chambors
of which are 360 feet in length cach by 75
feet in width, with twelve feet of wator on
tho sills of tho locks. On the British side
there are wharfs above and below the rapids
but¢ no means of communication beyond a
portage road of about a milein longth.

As early as 1840 thoe attention of tho Pro-
vincial Governmeont was directed to tho
building of & canal at this point, the sito
being cminently favorablo therefor, but
owing to some of those political intigues
and complications with which the councils
of the countiry havo been cursed the design
was never carvied out. It is now impera-
tively necessary that it should be the first
public work construeted. From the descrip-
tion givon it will bo seen that a magnificent
channel exists from Collingwood betwaeon
the islands and tho castern shore to Sault
Ste. Marie, porfectly invulnerable ; but for
okl Ashburton’s folly—it may woll ba said
of Gireat Britain that her politicians are hor
groatest curse. Vessols of 2000 tons will
find suflicient wator when the canal is com.
ploted from Collingwood to Thunder Bay or
Lako Superior, 2 distance of 360 miles.

From Thuuder Bay it will be necessary ac-
cording to tho Report of 8. J. Dawson, Esq.,
C. E,, to construct otther & road or rvailway
for furty miles, by which Lake Shebandowan.
is comnected with Lake XKashabowic bya
stream of considerable volume, which falls
294 fect in its length of seven-tenths of a
mile. This latter Iake is the highost on the
eastern slopo of the watershed which divides
the valleys of the St. Lawrence and the
Great Lakes from Lake Winnipeg. On tho
water-slopo Lac des 2ille Lacs, ons mile and
thrae-fourths westward ot Kashabowio from
which it is divided by a ridge 16 feet higher
than the iovel of the latter lake, and is the
most soutnerly tributary of Lake Winnipeg.
Tt follows then that any measure which
would raise Lalko Shebandowan 30 feet, and
Lac Millo Lacs 9% feet, with a cutting
through tho dividing ridge would secura an
unbroken navigation of seventy miles in
length across the summit level. From Jac
Millo Lacs to tho northwestern extremicy of
tho Laka of the Woods, & distance ¢& threo




