ANALYSIS OF THE EPISTLE TOTHE EPHESIANS

s Wpistle o the Bphesians,
althongh one of the shorlest of
Paul's writings, v one of the
vichest in spivitual feaching.  With-
in Lthese six chaplers is conlnined
matior suflivient for the study of a
lifetime. 1 suppose there ave  wy
more wonderful six ehaptors in eox-
istenee,  Before enfering  upon n
wore detailed analysis of these ehap-
ters, allow we to mention gome lead-
i thoughts derived from a study of
thig epistle.

S

1. We ave fmpressed  with the
harmouy of the Three Pevsonsof the
Qodhead in the work of man's re-
demption and spivitual growth. They
are vevealed in these chaplers as

coopevating  in the wost perfeet
harmony.  Uspecially is this the

eave with regard {0 the Father and
Ron i relation to ihis work. The
writer seems {o conceive them almost
as one Personality working in {wa
directions to achieve wman's forgive-
ness. We see the Father and the
Son working with absolute unity of
purpose to restore wan to the height
from which he bas fallen.  IFrom a
perusal of this epistle we can eon-
ceive the diftienlty whieh the early
Fathers axpericnesd in formulating
the ereed of the church: and we
should be thankful fo Athanasius
and the other theologians  who
formulated for ns the precions eveed
of the Couneil of Nice.

2T he noal thomght whicl sbrikes
vue on weursary exatmination of {he
opigile ig the gerandeny of its teach
ing - thegrand sweep of its doetrine
The apastle heve sonrs o1 Lhe flight
of eagrle’s wings, comprehending in
his gazes the beginning and the ewd
of time.

The epigtle contains the docetrinsl
depth of the Fpistle ta the Romnns
with something of  the prophetic
avandeur of the Book of Reveluiion

To illustrate whal P wmean:  The
opigtlo speaks of vadewmption heiag
planned by Gad before the beginning
of time: and we ave told that Chrisi's
redemplive work affeets not ouly
wman and this world  bat that all
things in heaven and i earth are
united iu Chrisl,

3. Another noliceable fonture of
our epistle is the niumber of koy-
words of theology nsed init. Tdo
ual, know  olther six chaplers in
Seripture equally vich in this regard.
For example, we have the word
cgrace ™ used cither ax aoverh o
as a nonn ten tiwmes. We  have
the word  “Taith™ used  eight
times either alone or in connection
with the name of Jesus Christ. We
have the word “love™ used fifteen
tintes cither as 2 verb or as a noun.
We have the word * holy ™ used four
times, and the word * peace ™ is used
six fimes, while we are {old fwice




