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linder consideration, eachl individuaI grew separately and unconneeted With
giiy other. riig. à shews what we suppose was tlic appearance l)roented by
one of tiiese Polypi when growing on flie bottomn of flic ocean. Outside, it
probably consisted of a soit ficshy covering, which attachied itself by a spread-
ig base to the bottom. This soif integurnent also spread over the top and

vas perforated in fthe centre by a smail opcning, wbich was thec nouiti.-
.Around tlîis was thec circie of' tentacles; froin tlie moutlî there hung down
into tlic iaterior a small saek, which w'ns thec stoniaehl; between this andi. the
exterior there wcre a nunibor of thin partitions radiating in tlic ianner
shewn in Fig. 6. Theso partitions and the iuer portions of the exterior
envelope or sack becamne solidified during thec life of the aninmal, in tlic same
manner that tlie boues of' a qua(lrnped are formed within the exterior soft
covoring of flash. Ail those cor-als wlîich are to lbc. Sean in thec cabinets of
the cutrionis, wec, when Ii ,covered with a thin gelatinous layer of fleshy
substance. After death this dccays, and oniy the solid part, or the coraJ,
properly so calied romains, preserving the shape of a branching twig, adomne
slîaped mnass, or a cup, according te the spceiýs. he corals of this extinat

gnus St> optelasina arc et tfhei latter form, and partiy hollow within, thlighl
usullyfoud fhl~ wih lmesone Goad empty specimens Shew the radiat-

iing partitions projecting inward and meeting in the centre at the bettorn of
the cavity. The partitionsL or lamellie, as, they are callcd, cxcdup and
,down, and are more nurnerens above than beiow.

Writh flhc aboya oxplanations it wil[ perhaps net be difflouit; for the
8tudent of Canadlian Geoioa-y to understand flhc foliowing- concise description
of the genus. it wiii be recoliected that a family of animais, or fossils, Con-
tains a numbor of genara, and ecd ganus, one or more species.

GENUS STiREPTELAS.)MA, (H:ALL.)
GENERIC CITARZACTERS.- Coralinm, simple, turbinate ; radiating lamellie,

meeting in fthe cenître at the bottom of thec cup, -where they are more-or lass
twisted ; no transverse diaphragxns.

T1he gonerie naine is from tlic Greeck (S1ti-eptos,) twisted; and (pla.ma,)
lamnellie; coralium menus siimply "4coral ;" turbinate, is tôp-shnped, or couica].
T1his genus is a120 caliod (Pctraia) by mnny Etnropean Geoiogists, from the
Greek- (Pdir(ain.) stony, or living amon- stones.

Thora are several specias of this genus (51>-eptelasma) in the Trenton
end other limnestonies of Canada. rfliey usualiy hiave the appearance of short
curvcd petrified horns of somne rurninating animal. They are striated upon
the outside froni the top to the bottom, eaeh of the strie marking the posi-
tion of one of thic lamelle insido of thec clip. The following are the species
that most frcquently occur in Canada

STRrl»TEL,%SMA CORNICULUM4,(Hl.
This species is generally frorn n incli to one inclh and three quarters in

langUfi, considorably curvcd and mnarked by several obscure wrinklas or folds,
betwaen which again are many fluer ones that; encircle the cup. These are
ordy -risible in perfect specimans. Those whiclî are worn on the outside do
not sliew tlîem. [n the specimens in our collection which we belleve to


