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‘Phere is a vast difference between
the character of the opposition to
woman suffrage nowadays and that
“ of former times. In the beginning,
about fifty years ago, the proposition
was received with scorn and ridicule,
it was declared fo be a defiance of
the recognized plan, of the Almighty,
while the inferiority of woman intel-
lectually and in a general knowledge
of affairs outside the home, was loud-

ground for this, as the masculine rule
which always had prevailed, never
~fiad permitted them ta enter the col-
leges or engage in any but domestic
employments. But presently the Civ-
“{I War came and carried off the men,
thus giving the women an opportun-
ity to show their capacity for bus-
iness. The war closed but the women
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utterly impossible to convince a man‘\
that it is unjust to forbid woman\,
any voice in the laws which vitally |
affect her and her children, he can |

readily see the injustice of prevent- ‘second—class cities. The cglored WO~ | York Sun.

i ) ing her from having a voice in ques-.| mem, warned by
being given in Cleveland, Ohio. Wo-}tions of special taxation. So, unless | experiences of the colored men made
men have had school suffrage in that |pe is absolutely opposed to allowing | very little effort
state since 1893, and once a year the|wile, widow or spinster an opinion

newspapers of the entire ' countryon amy public question, the average
have told with great glee how feW|man has no pgrticular objection to
availed themselves of the privilege. | granting tax-paying women a vote on
It was grudgingly given by a small|gax propositions.

majority in the legislature ; it was| The bill now before the committee
contested at the beginning and car-| on cities in the New York legislature
ried to the Supreme court,. where it | proposes to confer this right on Wo-
barely got through by the skin of its | men in the third-class cities of the

1y descanted upon. ‘rhere-was much | teeth ; the party managers did not|state. There are thirty-six of these,

care whether the women voted or|and twelve do this in their charters:
not ; the latter had no political or-| Since the principle has been sO thor-
ganization amoOng

consequémtly there was no especial | islature last year gave this privilege
rush to the polls, although it is esti-{to the women in about 1,700 towns
mated that about 30,000 voted in the | and villages it would be most incon-
state. But this year, presto, change! | sistent to refuse it in this case It
In Cleveland a political fight is onlis said the courts are likely to de-
for control of the schools, the party |clare it unconstitutional, but if a

kept©on in business. Then the college leaders have discovered that the wo- | test case is to be made the fragment

doors were opened and the

completely exploded the old theories
of mental
$o do this by going from college in-
to the professions and various well-
paid occupations. Through these they
soon léarned fto accumulate money

and manage property, and inevitably iland‘
acquired @ considerable knowledge of‘Turkish rugs,

inferiority and continued | ister.

girls | men can vote and they want thew to | of cities which still remain might as
flocked in. After a decade or so they |do /it. Both

parties have opened | well be included
headquarters for the women to reg-| The Anti-Suffrage Society is 0ppos-
This is the way the Leader |ing this bill just as it did the one of
(Rep.)  describes the Democratic|last year. It sent to each member of
headquarters the assembly a printed circular re-
«The drawing room  effect in poli- péating the objections used then —
tics is the latest innovation in (leve- | that it is class legislation, entirely
A headquarters fitted up with | useless, .the majority of tax-paying
French plate glass|women do not want it and it will be

the-aftairs—of-the world: While they | mirrors, Juxurious couches, and rock- used 'as. an entering wedge for full

were doing all

disarranged * extensively
plans of-the Almighty.

Niaturally the agitation for-the suf-
frager went right on, and the old ob-
jections to it not only grew. very
threadbare, but lost all their force,
until finally they were relegated to
the more benighted sections of the
country, where they are still doing
duty, and new ones were conjured up.
Women were not capable of organiz-
ed work and, besides, they could not
engage in it without neglecting their
hemes and the stability of the home
depended entirely upon the women,
and if dnything. happened to it the
nation would go to smash.

Well. the number, size gnd scope of
women's organizations have astonish-
ed the world. The question of their
capacity in this direction is settled

* peyond dispute. And while they have
been giving vastly-more time and ef-
fort to these matters than it would
require to exercise the suffirage the
homes have seemed t0 get on about
{he same as usual, the average man
considers his wile quite as good a
housekeeper as his mother was, and
his children seem to be as well taken
care ol as his father’s were. He is
forced to the conclusion that it is
not necessary for a woman to spend
twenty-four hours a day within the
four walls of home in order to keep
the household machinery in motien.
So this objection is slowly passing
into oblivion alomg with the minor
ones that women must not vote be-
cause they cannot fight, that voting
will unsex them, and all the rest.
Their mutterings are still heard, like
the rumblings of thunder that is al-
most spent and which indicate that
the storm is abating, but they will
eventually find their way to the junk
pile of worn-out theories.

Notwithstanding the wailings of
the pessimists, the public conscience
is_growing more enlightened, and

_ among broader and more progressive

men the justice of the claim for wo-
man suflrage is now generally ac-
knowledged. Many of the ancien
prejudices still lipge er, m
questions of ¢ sediency "present them-
selves, and/there is such discourage-
ment . over political congditions as to
raise a doubt whether women should
be brought into them. Moved by
these and other considerations men
are not so much actively opposing
the movement as they are quietly
evading it

While a vast amount of the old an-
tagonism still exists the opposition
ot the more liberal-minded has prac-
tically cuncentrated on one point —
the indifference of women. In editor-
ials, . in public speeches, in private
converkation; the changes are rung
on the sentence : ‘When the majority
of the women are for suffrage men

& will give it to them.'' They are en-

iirely unconscious of their illogical
position in admitting the justice and
the right of a thing and yet refusing

. to grant it to 1,000,000 women, for

instance, who ~desire it, because 2.-
600,000 have not demanded it. But
this is merely one phase in_the evo-

this they gradually |ing
loosened the yoke that St. Paul and {Japanese
his various 'predeccssors and succes- ‘curtains, palms and beautiful flowers | places where a
sors had laid upon their necks and | was never
the alleged | dream of an old ‘school politician, | women has been small
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chairs, elaborate fiand-painted | suffrage:

screens, white jaundered | another

Po--this -they have added

circular giving a list of

taxpayers’ election

in the wildest|has been held and the vote of the

But they

but the Democratic women have such | omit all of those where It has been

a headquarters in the Caxton build-|large, as 1n Oswego, a iew

ing. The rooms were formally open-|ago, where 900 taxpayers

ed vesterday with an afterncon Treé- voted. They close with the state-

ception which might properly be ment made by the editor of this de

termed a social affair During the | partment that the women of Mount

afternoon mrore than 100 Democratic Vernon carried the - recent
womeill” called and chatted for a few | election, and declare that it is un-

moments over the work they have in | irue. But they carefully

hand to get out the women's vote for | fact thatsshe corrected the mistake

their party. There was a flutter of | at the earliest possible moment This

sweet femininity in the headquarters | however, 1§ a sample of the rather

from 2 until 4 o’clock.’” sharp politics for which these anti-
The Plain Dealer (Dem.) waxes elo- | suffragists are noted. AS an answer

quent about the refinement and cul-| to their circulars in the assembly the

ture of the ladies who have the mat- | bill passed by a vote of 138 ayes to

{er in charge, their zeal and ability, | 4 noes. It is to be hoped they will

the delightful “atmogphere” of the meet with a similar response in the

rooms, etc. The Republican head- | senate.

quarters, which were openbd\somei There seldom has beén a more flag-

time previous, are equally luxurious l\ran( instance of the extent to which

Each party has large committees of | s

prominent women, the Democratic

having as honorary president Mrs.

Louisa Southworth, who it will be

remembered has collected a sufirage

petition 5t 50,000 names. Their reg-

istration has not yet been announced.

Thatf'at Republican headquarters has

reached 10,000 and it 1is expected

that at least 3,000 more will be add-

ed. The Democrats say they will

included

months
women

avoid the

have quite as many

Now the point is simply this : The
issues at stake are no greater than
they have been for the last nine
years and this large registration is
simply because the men desire it. Wo-
men in the mass are.not aggressi\'v.i
they do not like to brave public sen-
timent, they are absorbed in their
usual round of work and pleasure,
politics is an untried field and, with-
out encouragement, only those whose
sense of duty can overcome all ob-
stacles will go into it. If this Cleve-
land experiment were made in any
place, where now the inexperienced
new voters meet only indifference or
hostility on the part of men, the r&\l
sults would be the same

i
ctly the case i egard| |~ ——
the sufirage. - Women |

&% ae stomed in a vepy large meas- |
ure to look to mepn  for leadership
and, by instinct and by training, to |
avoid antagonizing them. It is per-:i
fectly natural that they should wish |
to be agreeable to men rather “than |
disagreeablé. They have been led to|
believe that nothing is more abhor—\
rent to the average man than the |
idea of woman suffrage. Therefore |
they do not entertain it, or if they |
do they are careful that he shall not
know it. When the time comes that (&
men theémselves desire this measure /
and advocate it strongly and sincere—i

ly as they do other measures, they |

will be amazed at the thousands of

women who will frankly admit that

they have only been waiting this|

uspicious moment to declare their |

own wish for it.

One of the principal objections to
woman sufirage—that it will subject
women to the unpleasant features of
political campaigns—has no wewght
in the matter of granting the tax-

lution of this question, and it is not |

nearly so hard %o bear &S those|

which have preceded it. It must have
its day and run its course.

“But when will the masses of wo—ldropped a ballot in the box, saying
men begin to show more interest ;i i whether or mot they were willing 1o

is Trequently asked. The answer is
. easy . Just when they have the sanc-
tion of men to do so and no. sooner.
__An illustration of this fact is now

i

i
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payers: suffrage. As a rule, clections
for bonds, appropriations, etc., are
iet affairs, and there would be
arcely & particle -of  danger of
brushing the down from the peach or
the bloom from the grape il women

be assessed a special tax. There
would not be much more publicity
about it than when they weat 1o’
pay their taxes. Where it would be

themselves, and | oughly recognized, and since the leg- | objectionable

school | the world is now

o Q

class hatred can
been aftorded by 'the Kentucky legis- | to be weighed over again constitu- |
lature. A few yehrs ago it conferred ‘| tionally when they have been- burnt i
schoo! suffrage on the women of the |up 7—Ida Husted Harper, in New

various unpleasant Al Store W Africa

|
o abiieing this| A New York firm owned, for years, |
right. In Lexington nearly one-half | % barks r'fh_‘:h P“;‘d in 1"“" Liber-
of the children of school age belong ‘, iah thafle, T8 msh‘ o ln‘\\nx L
to these mothers, but althiough var_;portance ever}'v K0 e NOUS ‘h"“i
jous discriminations were made, they | coast. These l‘“”e vessels were well
kept silent. Finally, against the | kKnown 1n this country among all
earnest protest of the best colorediwho s lnyem m_the e |
citizens, the school board placed at ““OP of - AN foes to Liberia. |
the head of the colored schools a per-| The largér number of emigranis
son utterly obnoxious to them. At | from the southern states who remov-|
the mext election the cplored women ‘ed to the land of t_hexr fathers sanlvd;
voted in much larger numbers than on these y&ssm_ﬂs, oach.oi which had a |
the white women -and defeated m(,;('omfortable little cabin and good ac-
candidates. For ,hs‘!commodations for forty or fiity pas-
s e T 1 r : 3
crime a bill was introduced in the | sengers. The New Yogk firm discon- |
| tinued this servive for some years, as i

i

legislature this winter to take the| :
school suffrage away from both white | the profits had considerably diminish-{

ted, but awhile ago it resumed the |
| trade and now sends merchandise to |

and colored women in all the second-
class cities. It did not seem possible d
that it could pass, but it has done so | traders of Sierra Leone and Liberia, |
and' is now in the hands of the gov- | takin
ernor for his signature

g in exchange the cofiee, palm |
{ oil and other products of those coun
| tries, but has also opened a store at

The bill for an amendment 1o Hm;“) vl ital ‘of Lit
constitution of Massachusetts which | GREGYS, WRE_ERpTIRT 98, S 2

shall enfranchise

B g wh g "
kWA S Two young men are in charge of |
; : | this store, which is filled from tep to
versely reported from the cummmmﬂ‘bn"nm S & ‘o ot {
by & vots of § 10 5 1t wis discusé-| 1. American goods of ™~ all|

sorts required by the Liberian retail

ed in open session last week and de-| tads 181 distinctiv®
feated by the usual large majority: 1t] is a distincuve ). .\Im‘ruanv
| store where nearly everything can be |

|

is said this was somewhat smaller“ ht f d
‘ hou , from SS 2l
than last year, but a lew votes more | & & SOy pasiern 0 89

go than has just 1 how are all'those loads of coal going‘?'

keg of nafls.; .
The Liberians like

and our products
they can hold the

| tition with any
in the African matkets:

The women of Montoea
of shopping as their
ters. On the owh‘-{w

young men ia charge m;%

time’for the store was th
morning tili night.

All the shoppers of the
were out to see what the
to ofier. They came with &

| able cash in their pockets

inroads in the =tock.
A great variety of sl
sold, among them
dress patterns, many

{ cheapriess with durability

er dresses were of the
that the Monroxian m
The new store had a g

It is not expected that
salks will often bhe as lan

{ of the opening day, but

ports business was th

| American store had

tution of the town.
great department stores
had a, much huntbler
if Monrovia developes
hope it will do, the
likely to keep pace wi
of the capital —Ex.
Special power )
sale st the Nu:t oy,
. N

or less among so many are not
worth recording. The reports say

the galleries were crowded with wo-
men and some strong speeches were
made in favor of the bill This was |
also: true at the committee hearing,
and this agitation of the question |

and education of public sentiment are |
all that can be hoped for in Massa- |
| chusetts. The sublime spirit of hu—!
man rights which once distinguished
that commonwealth in the eyes of
represented - by

gmnuldy graveyards and crumbling |
| headstones. !
'3 Besides, its legislature has more
| weighty problems before it It not

LEAVES SEATTLE FOR

ST. PAUL EYERYD

AT 8:00 P. M.

‘nnly has to consider the grave quesz
| tion of licensing cats, but it also has
{ another bill on the calendar of equal-!
I&lv serfous import : Shall women be |
| allowed to weigh coal ? They are al-
‘!ready doing this in four cities and it
is believed by the highest legal au-
thorities that this is unconstitution-
al and that the permission ef the leg-
| islature must first be obtained. But
| 1

‘For further particulars
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THE MOTHER LODE

WE HAVE IT, AT THE HEAD OF THE
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OFFICE, KING ST., OPP. N, C. CO.
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