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It is necessary for this purpose that no official misconduct should be screened
by Her Majesty’s representative in the provinces ; and that no private interests
should be allowed to compete with the general good.

Your Excellency is fully in possession of the principles which- have guided
Her Majesty’s advisers on this subject; and you must be aware that there is no
surer way of earning the approbation of The Queen, than by maintaining the
harmony of the executive with the legislative authorities.

While I have thus cautioned you against any declaration from which dan-
gerous consequences might hereafter flow, and instructed you as to the general
line of your conduct, it may be said that I have not drawn any specific line
beyond which the power of the Governor on the one hand, and the privileges of the
Assembly on the other, ought not to extend. But this must be the case in any
mixed government. Every political constitution in which different bodies share
the supreme power, is only enabled to exist by the forbearance of those among
whom this power is distributed. In this respect the example of England may
well be imitated. The sovereign using the prerogative of the Crown to the
utmost extent, and the House of Commons exerting its power of the purse, to carry
all its resolutions into immediate effect, would produce confusion in the country in
Jess than a twelvemonth. Soina colony : the Governor thwarting every legitimate
proposition of the Assembly; and the Assemlby continually recurring to its power
of refusing supplies, can but disturb all political relations, embarrass trade, and
retard the prosperity of the people. Each must exercise a wise moderation. The
Governor must only oppose the wishes of the Assembly where the honour of
the Crown, or the interests of the empire are deeply concerned ; and the Assem-
bly must be ready to modify some of its measures for the sake of harmony, and
from a reverent attachment to the authority of Great Britain.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.
The Right Hon. C. Poulett Thomson,
&c. &e. &ec.
(No. 20.) No. 17,

Copry of a DESPATCH from Lord JonN RusseLL to the Right Hon. C.
PourLeTT THOMSON.

Sir, Downing Street, 16th October, 1839.

I Am desirous of directing your attention to the tenure, on which public
offices in the gift of the Crown, appear to be held throughout the British Colonies.
I find that the governor himself and every person serving under him are ap-
pointed during the royal pleasure, but with this important difference. The
Governor’s commission is, in fact, revoked whenever the interests of the public
service are supposed to require such a change in the administration of local
affairs. But the commissions of all other public officers are very rarely indeed
recalled, except for positive misconduct. I cannot learn that during the present
or the two last reigns, a single instance has occurred of a change in the subor-
dinate colonial officers, except in cases of death or resignation, incapacity or
misconduct. This system of converting a tenure at pleasure into a tenure for
life, originated probably in the practice, which formerly prevailed of selecting all
the higher class of colonial functionaries from persons who, at the time of their
appointment, were resident in this country ; and, amongst other motives which
afforded such persons a virtual security for the continued possession of their
places, it was not the least considerable, that, except on those terms, they were
unwilling to incur the risk and expense of transferring their residence to remote,
and often to unhealthy climates. But the habit which has obtained of late
years of preferring, as far as possible, for places of trustin the colenies, persons
resident there, has taken away the strongest motive which could thus be alleged
in favour of a practice to which there are many objections of the greatest weight.
It is time, therefore, that a different course should be followed, and the object of
my present communication is to announce to you the rules which will be here-
after observed on this subject in the province of Lower Canada.
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