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"I.oek out, Polly! There's a long thread hanging from 

your skirt. You'll trip ! Let me break it." *
Elsie caught the thread and pulled as she spoke. Alas, 

for Polly's joy ! Mrs. O'Rourke’s machine was a chain 
stitch and Mrs. Flynn in her haste had not tied all the 
threads. At the strain, a yawning hole opened near the 
l>ottom ruffle. Elsie unconsciously pulled harder, trying to 
break the thread ; and Polly stood fascinated and horror- 
stricken at the rapidly lengthening gap. Was it a bad 
dream or was her beautiful pink dress falling to pieces ? 
The thread snapped at the throat and both children stood 
aghast. The open mg stretched from collar to hem, piti­
lessly revealing Polly's red flannel petticoat.

"Oh, oh !" she gasped piteously, then turned upon Elsie. 
"You did it," she said accusingly. Then, ns she heard a 
suffocated gurgle, Iter voice rang with outraged pride : 
"You did it a-purposel Oh, 1 want to go home!"

In an agonv of shame, blimled by smarting tears, she 
turned to rush toward the gate, but found her face hidden 
in a cloud of cool, sweet-smelling whiteness.

"Come into the house with me, dear," Louise whispered.
Polly stumbled by her side up the steps, across the wide 

verandah aud into the great Cool hall. In I ouisr's own 
room the pink dress aud red peticoat were laid aside and 
replaced by soft white, ruffled things which to Polly's blur­
red vision looked dainty enough for angels.

"They were my little sister's, who died," Louise said 
softly, as she swiftly buttoned and tied and flatted the 
garments into place.

"They do belong-to an angel, then," Polly said suddenly 
through her tears.

"They are yours now. Your hair is just the color of

A little later, when all traces of tears were washed away 
Polly, in a maze of wonder at herself, sat beside Louise at 
the long table and ate the ice cream with stripes in it. 
Once a shuddering sob caught her at the thought of the 
pink dress, but then she looked down and patted the soft 
shirts tenderly.

When she came into the great ball to say good bye, 
Louise tucked a bundle into her hand.

“That is your.dress and one or two other things belong­
ing to my sister with your hair. Come to see me soon,

PjOllv turned away hugging her bundle, a little blue 
arm slipped through hers.

“I was truly awful sorry, Polly, though I couldn't help 
laughing at first. An', 'deed 1 didn't do і taon purpose."

Polly whirled about quickly:
"Course you didn't,” she said heartily. "I'm awfully 

sorry 1 said you did. I was so—s'priscd. But I like you
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Mr. Spurgeon used to tell a story of an incident which 

occurred in the home of his grandfather, where lie was 
brought up. The old man was a poor minister who had to 
practice the utmost frug^Ry to cover the excuses of his 
household. It was therefore a seal misfortune to him when 
his cow died. The poor pastor's children were then left 
without their staff of life. His wife was a practical woman 
of somewhat wreak faith. “What shall we do now ?" she 
asked her husband, "God will provide," was the reply. 
"But," said the wife, "in the meantime where shall I get 
milk for the children ?" The husband shook his head, 
don’t know," he said, “but all will be right. God knows 
about it, and he will see that provision is made. Do not 
worry." The good man went on with his work, perfectly 
at ease, although he could not see, any more than his wife 

"could, how the need would be met. 'The confidence was 
justified. On the previous day,.a meeting had been held 
eighty miles away, in London, for a board of trustees who 
had charge of a fund for the benefit of needy ministers. 
Old Mr. Spurgeon had never made application for help 
from this fund; but on this particular day when all appro­
priations had been made there was a balance of .$25 left 
over. A member of the board not knowing of the special 
need in the Spurgeon household—indeed at that time it had 
not arisen—proposed that the $25 should be sent to Mrs. 
Spurgeon, whom he knew. Another member of the board 
supported the proposition, adding that Spurgeon was a 
very worthy man, “and here," said he, “is something to send 
with it," and he put down a banknote for double the 
amount. “1 should like to add a little to tliat gift," said 
another member, and lie put down a note worth $35. So 
the whole hundred dollars were sent, which was sufficient to 
buy another cow, and it reached the good minister within 
an hour of the time when he had made his declaration of 
faith in God's providing care—Sel.
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They were open minded, but were not foolish enough to 
accept everything which was presented to them- They be­
lieved in proving all things. They listened to Paul with 
great readiness, but they compared his teachings with the 

1 Scriptures. They applied the test. It is well to note care­
fully just what they did.

They exercised the right of private judgment. They 
went to the scriptures for themselves. They did not find some 
priest to tell them, nor did they go to some formulated 
articles of faith to ascertain the truth ; but they went for 
themselves to. the Word of God. They did their own think­
ing and investigating, The truth is never ours till we have 
thought it out for ourselves.

They did thorough work. They searchei, and .tiny 
searched daily. They were not easily turned aside. Those 
who would possess the truth must be willing to pay .the 
price. Nine-tenths of the current skepticism among young 
people is due to lack of thorough search for the ‘ruth.

Their appeal was to the scriptures. They believed that 
here was the tribunal for thé testing of all opinions. Here 
was the end of controversy, and here was the supreme 
authority.
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NotTHEY YIELDED TO 1 HE TRUTH.

“Therefore many of them believed." It is one thing to 
seek the truth, it is another thing to become obedient to 
the truth when found. Many , make no progress in the re­
ligious life because they refuse to submit to the truth 
which they have already perceived. There is little

I ct
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studying the Bible if we. are not ready to obey its require­
ments. Christian culture is not merely study, it is a study 
that leads to the appropriation of the truth. It is learning

Everv truth
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Esau filled his life with regret for trifling one day 
Esther's was full of glory for one day's murage ; Peter slep; 
о іе hour and lost a matchless opportunity : Mary's name is 
fragrant forever for the loving deed of a day. Do your1 «nd doing. "XVe study that we may serve." 
best now.—Malthie D. Babcock
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