Vision and Disclosure.

BV ¥ L. Watany

Prov, -29-18.  Whers there s no vislon the people
perish,

1deals rule the world. The dreawm piny be s vagary
The vislon ls the perception of reylity, the revelation of
forces and poesibilities before unseen and nvappreciated
It nplifte, controls and glorifise principle, impulse and
life. Where there ls no vislon the people throw off
restraint. Where there 's a vision, in the very revelation
the people se a great light Ererywhere man moves
from mesnness to nobleness, from limitations to enlarge-
me;!. from suhjugation to freedom, from sin to grace,
not so much by argument as by the distant and radiant
vislon. We live in two kingdoms. The opening of the
jnner eye gives revelation, we become affilisted to the
spiritu1l universe, the lovisible things of God become
visible, in their light we see light and are trans'ormed
from glorv to glory. The redemption of humanity is in
the awak-ned perceptisn and vivid realization of the
Christ. The goep+] is the Christ. The Christ is the
goepel, Apos‘olic .corquest was because of inspired
vislon, When the disciples say one to another ''we have
seen the Lord ' thelr hearte burn within them and their
lives glow with service avd racrifice. As the vision
fades or becomes distorted, materisl thinge attain undue
proportine, doubts enter, spiritual passion is chilled,
apd apiritus! adventure shrioks aud dies

Then coms to the church and the individual, the al-
ternstions of enthusism and coldness of power and
weskness, as formalism and reformation, of apostacy and
return, snd the guickenlng has ever been. not in war or
c.oquest, but fa the renewed and more datinet vislon of
the Christ

Io the presence of that hesuty our deformities seek
biding. 1o the radlance of thet grace our own beings
become lllamined. 1o the suilislency of that work our
hopes are enlivened and enriched and in the antbority
of that prasence the soul bows and ylelds

The suswer to every nerd today end every day is in
this revelation. If there be unxiety or fear, if there be
lack in faith and faithfal servics, if materlallam threat-
ens and chille our life, or 1afid:lity lu new forms insinu-
stes doubt, or marshals mighty at'ack, if inany way
life or doctrine or ordinance have threat or anxlety, the
redress must still b2 in the restoration of the divine
vislon. *:Look unto me and besaved.” The test and
deliverance of a cbhurch, a vation, ora man, {sini's or
his idesis. Men today sre confused and doubting,
Diffi zalt problems, intsllectnal perplex'ties, pracileal
perils encompass us.  Oar redemption is in the full
wislon ; for standing in the fall vision we stand with
Christ and look with his eyes and have inspiration in bis
spicit  Henceforth may. the reality of this vision and its
disclosure inspire us to greater sacrifice and service.

Notice :—

I. . THR VISION,

{a). It isthe vision of the divine Christ.—He is the
delstic oue to me. Modern phi'usophles patronize our
Lord Robe and palace and court'er may be his but the
erown is withheld. In every magnifylog of hls buman-
ity they de'ract from his diviae clalm. If hs {s not
divine his law is no mo-e aut'oritative thin Jastialan’s,
his exbortations no more truthfa! than Sraecy's, his ex-
smple no more winnlag than Plato’s, bis work n» mor:
suffivlent than Caesar's. We hear a good deal tolay
sboat . *transitiosal theology.' Systems may and d»
chaage bat the trath abldes. If we clothe our prophet
oaly lo human fl b we dethrone and repudiate. There
is no room for compromlas,

His own claim of divinseonship is explicit and the
‘Fatber hath glorifiel himself in hin confirmation, He

that wonld see God, must see him in the face of Jesus

Carist, N) appreciation 6f hamnity, no winssmensss
of terching sal eximple; uo baraty oc prwac ol life,
should nt)ince us from the uneq ilvocal and trismphant
aseriptiod to bis diviaity, Let no mn take his crown.
T surrender his divinity is to sarrender his redemption.
*All onr springs are in thee.'' His commission ard
benediction are to = worshipping charch. He, from
whom is our hope, in whom s our life, and by whom we
cmguer. ls the Oae whose coming was with the song of
angels, whose divine losk upoan the watera brought its
blush; whose Almighty touch maltipled the bread ;
whose beaiga prescace bles) d the wearv and heavy-
laden and constralned to his arms the little ehildren;
whosee feet trod the waves; whose volce commanded the
winds and broke the binds of death asunder ; who laid
down his own lif - snd touk it again; who ascended far
into the opening heavens, bafore the gladdened eyes of
his worshipplug church and who in the heavens clothed
in our bumanity, waits, rules and lives, Emmanuel, God
with us. He is this to us. Is he the same to you ?

Again : ;

(b). Itis the vislon of the wounded Christ.—*' Thus
it behooved Christ to suffer.” His supreme mission was
not exsmple, bat sacrifice and propitiation, We must
not be misled. Vicarlonsness is writteu into all history.
It le the story of all humanity,

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

We st bearlog ln oursslves the eins, sorrows, the
hopes and the scquirements of generations past, The
crom e mol unlque to the history of redemption nor
Hmited to the apiritus] experiences of the soul. It
throws jte shadows over all existence. The 1ife ls inthe
Blood. Wa mast restore the old tecoss and £i'l them up
with thelr revealed meaning and proclalm them in thelr
aunthoritative exclusiveness ' substitutlon,’’ *‘propitia
tlon,”' “explation,” and “atounement’’ ; these are the
key words of the Scripture. One may sympathize with
every houest effort to see Iarger truth, or to put the-old
truth in new and perhaps more acceptable garments,
but truth must ablde nud have revelstion. The atone-
ment {s the way of salvatlon. ‘‘The blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth from all sin.”’ The cross must
abide the central theme of a regencrated life and re-
generating gospel. The cruclfisd {s the only answer to
the guilty, the ouly peace to the troubled. the only rest
to the weary and heavy-laden. We must not strive to
heal the wounds in hi¢ bands and side. Whatever
beanty, grace and wisdom or power he may bring to our
varied wants and ambitions and possibilities, over all and
through all must appear the shadow of that cross. Beck,
back, back from temporalliies, politics, questions, litera-
ture, society, philosophies, back to the sweet story of
old, simple, comprehensive, endariag, satiafylug. To
the nplifted cross flyw all natioas, all {vfl 1ences, all de
lights, all monies, all song, all life and peace.

Tae crosi ls the very messenger of peace. Oat of
atonement is the highest conception of love and father.
hoad. The cross inspires both reverence and love, It is
the richest revelation of the divine heart. Tustice is the
exoression of love and love moves the universe, Divine
love will awallow updeath, It only has within itself the
expression of divime justice It is the guickening of
spiritual li'e. It is the inspiration of morality. *‘.hou
bleeding Lamb, the best morality is love of thee."” Itis
also the development cf beneficence.

Again 1~

(¢) The vision of the regnant Christ.—It is, then, not
ouly the vision of the divine Christ and the suffering
Christ, but it is the vision of the regnant or reigning
Chrlst, He is the Sou of God with power. When Pau
reveals him to the Philippians it is not: only as the one
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, but by
very reason of that humiliation, as the one whom God
hath highly exalted, and given a name which is above
every name, {hat at the nawe o' Jerus every knee should
bow—of ihings In heaven, urd things on the earth, and
things under the earth. Whea he was revealed to the
apostle fohn. be moved with authority and glory in the
midst of the golden candie sticks. When he was picturcd
to the Csnticler, he was the gold ring set with beryl.
He wears the seal ring of Jehovah. We find some now-a-
days, who seem tobe getting a little tired of the old word
mediator. It israther obsolete to speak of the médiator
{al reign of Christ; but with the worde, the trath also
slumbers that this Christ, as onr redeetuer, has sovereiga
powerand anthority and that be has authority by victue of
that sacrifice. He Is lucomplete in hls relationship to
you and me save as the scepire and the crown and the
gold ring, gleam before onr eyes and {d our hearts. We
teach the children in our Sibbath Bible schools that
Chr'st execu’cs, a8 our redeemer, the offices of prophet
priest and king, but evengelistic and easy-geing Chils
tlans, persuade us almost unconscl usly, that there is
nothiag in Christ's work save that of san atming sacrl
fice, A monotorous call of ‘' come to Jeaus " s a he
littling gospel. A Christ only imploring men to be saved
is a beliitled Saviour,

Brethren, indlssolub’y liuked tog ether are these thiee
cflices of Jesus Christ, and one link broken all fall to the
ground, He who accep's him as prophet, snd not as
priest snd king, has a broken chain. If to the prophet
relatior ship and the priesthood of Tetus Christ we add
this royal prerogativé, we are bouud with chalns strong-
er than those of steel, indiesolubly united in the very
work and nature of Jesus Christ, The viston clearly re-

veals him as our prophet, our priest and our king The
mediatorial reign of Christ governs all conditions of life.
All physical conditions are under his coutrol, This One
who was born in Bethlehem, who walked in Palestine,
who died upon the Cross, this One is in heaven carrying
our humanity to the right hand of the Father, glorified,
regal, nbyolute. This world does not exist for Caesar,
but for the church through Christ, and he is the hope

““over all things thus to the church. The church is hia
especlal care because be is its origin and life. He has
assured his divine presence always anto the end. of the
world. He rules in all things for bis church. The prog-
ress of the years is Chrlst’s work, This s not the day
for microscopic vislon but the day for telescopic vision.

The horizon is wide and much land ‘remains yet to be

possessed. It is not the time for retrenchment. Our

{asi y field is broadening. The command to ad-
vance can be heard all along the line. The church is
moving and as a grand part of it let us keep well to the
front. We have had a first place for upwarde of a cen-
tury and shall we now allow ourselves to drop behind ;
Itrow not. It is vision then of the church. Lastly

notice :

April 1, 1903.

II. THE DISCLOSURR

The vislon we have been cousidering will not come
through mere knowledge of the truth, Kaowledge can
not raise the dead. fhe minlsterial touch has no dis-
closing power. Tie person of the Holy Spitit must be
recognized in his n}g{un}t and power If the vislon s to
come with its {l'lamination and control The need of
the church is not in dogmas, or treasuries, or machineries,
With these multiform, abundant, adapted
as never before, the handa hang down and the kuees are
feehle,

Enterprise never langaishes when faith is clear-eyed.
We must re-emphasize the doctrine in pulpit and prin-
cip'e. . Heis. Helis a person. Heis here. He s al-
mighty. He is not straightened nor given in pneasyre.
Honor him and he will honor you. We often say that
we need more of the Spirit but the fact is he needs more
of us, A revival is simply a day of the Spirit's power.
It is possible to return to the slmplicity and enthusiasm
of other days. We seem io many instances to be wan-
dering in uncertainty and ineffectiveness. The deliver
auce and succes: of the church will not be in its ma-
chinery, usr its wealth, nor its accomplishments, but in
the recognized presence and spiritual submission to the
supernatural power promised in olden time. As ever he
is waiting to be gracious, &

We nre straitened in our own selves. We must restore

and vivify onr conception of the Hcly Spirit, and our
humble ncceptance of his method and coutrol. Our as-
sertive energy aud pride of corqgaest, may, themaelves.
dishonor his pr sence and withhold his power. In wait-
ing vpon we shall renew cur strength.  Let nus be known
as those who sinv aur hymns not only to Christ, but to
the Holy Spirit as God. He stands waiting with respon-
sive révelation to every bonest cry, ' Lord that I might
recelve my sight.”" The suprewme, imperative, and essen-
tial need of to!ay ie, the divine touch of the Holy Spi-it,
which will ar es* our wandering and bewlldered gaze,
illumine the word, glve money 1o our treasaries, devotion
to our worshipers, prace (o our conncils, wislom to our
legislation simplicity to our falih, radiauce to our hope,
and ardour to our sacrifice, beciuse it wlil glve cleir-eyed
enrapturing and inspirlog vision of him, who walksin the
midst of the golden candlesticks, Thon spirit of the liv-
ing God, come in thy vivid disclosure, come in thy quick
deliverance, come in thy gentleness and power, come in
thy glorious revelation. Heal us with thine slmighty
touch. Auvolat onr eyes with eye-salve that we may see.
Soeak that our opened ¢y+s may behold the glory of the
king and in that light sze the great light that shineth
more an#l more unto the perfect day  God grant it for
the sake of the trinne one, Fatner, S:n and Holy Spirit,
Amen,

or methods
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How Shall We Give.

BY CHARLES H, HARRISON,

It Is remarkable with what precision the New Testa-
ment sets forth the principles which underlie Christian
giving. Tale subject has been most ably and exhanst-

Vail in hie “ Upen Letters
which appeared recently in
Dr. Vail strikes deep be-

fvely discussed by D, A T,
on Clrlstian S ewardship®

The Baptist Commonwesith,
low the surface rich and
shining velns of truth, These letiers are a most valu-
able contribution to the ltersture of the subject; and if
publlabed {a permavent form would doubt'ers recelve, as
they des rve, & wide reading

» The writer has been recently mach interested in three
phases of Chilstian givirg as outliued by the Apostle
Paul in the HEpistle to the Corinthiane, namely, the

aplrit, the Iaw and the method presaribel,

In Second Coriuthisns 8: 1 15, there is emphasized
what might with propriety be denomiunated the Mace-
donlan Spirit of Givieg, The Apostle commends the
Macedonian Christians to their Corinthian brethren, be-
cause they *‘first gave their own selves to the Lord,"”
aud having done that one supreme sct of consecration,
the lesser decd of giving from thelr ‘extreme poverty'
came easy and natural,

In this Macedonian spirit of giving ia seen in fall and
blessed operation what Dr. Vail calls the ‘“Doctrine of
Totality.”” The giving of ourselves implies the giving
of all we ha!e and are, Haviug in a real and absolate
sense given ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, at once
onr personal and property relations to his kingdom are
fixed and established forever., Hereafter we may not
higgle as to what we shall do or how much we shall
glve—ability and opportunity become the measure of
obligation. ¢

In Second Corinthians 9: 6-8, s found what may be
called the Harvest Law of Christian Giving. According
to this Jaw we are not to ‘'‘ give grudgingly or of ne-
cessity.’”” The Apostle names no specific amount which
the Lord’e people areto give. He does notsay one-
half, one-fourth, one tenth, one-fifth, No. The gift is
to bulk with our heart, ‘‘Let every man give according
as he purposeth ia his heart,”” " It is the heart gift tha

and has uucovered many




