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the Prime Minister concerning universal ciple, what do we find as regards the pro-
suffrage in certain provinces, there ls muchince of Quebec? In 1892, the franchise
to be said. We all know that-In the pro- law of that province excluded the foilowing
vince of Quebec the words "universal suf- persons from the right to vote: JudgeS of
frage" brought to our minds for a long superior courts,Judges of sessions, district
time, and they do to-day, the tendencies of magistrates and recorders, ail ustoms offi-
revolutionary France, for which tendencies cers, clerks of the Crown and clerks of the
a very large part of our population had no peace, registrars, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs,
sympathy, indeed i may say the whole deputy clerks of the Crown, officers of the
of our population, with very few exceptions., provincal and municipal police, all agents
But when it cones to extending the suff- for the sale of Crown lands, ail officiais em-
rage in other provinces, which will take ployed to colleet dues belonging to Uer
place as an effect of this Bill, then we Majesty, al excise officers, and ail collectors
claim for the province of Quebec the saime of revenue, wheter provincial or federal.
privileges as those which are enjoyed in That was the condition of the provincial
the other provinces. It Is well known that law in 1892, it excluded a number of offi-
universal suffrage as It exists ln France isncers, both federal and provincial. ln1897
removed ln a very small degree indeed from that law was altered, a change evidently
what we have here, under the Franchise had coe over publie opinion in the pro-
Act whlch we are about to repeal. it is vince of Quebec, and by a statute passed
well known that the suffrage as It existe in 1897, it was decided that dlsabsity as
in England Is removed l an imperceptible regards public officers should be confned
degree from the suffrage as It exists topublic officers of the province only. Now.
ln France., If my riglit hon. friend will what was the proposition laid down ln thfis
consuit with those French authors Who have extension Of the franchise which obtained
written, and some of them have written ln 1897? It was the principle that the
admirable works. upon the suffrage as ft province considered that fderal officials,
exists lp England, he will find that they al yelot being le any way dependent upon the
agTree that it differs very slightly from f he local power, should be admitted to the fran-
universal suffrage of France. Franqueville, rhise. Therefore, there was an extension
for instanae, Who bas devoted a great deaof the franchise. What e the effeet of itis
of tie to the study of the British con- section as we find it now ? It is to establish
stitution, and who as made a careful ex- an cbsolutey different princple. If this
amination of the electoral franchise l Eng- section were passed in its present fora,
land, declares luemis work on the British we would disfranchise the oficiais of the
constitution that the differences imper-i local government; contrary to the principle
ceptible. As a matter of faetdt is a laid down by the province in 1897 i, these
more difficult h atter to be inscribed on the officiais would frot 1 admitted to vote. du
liste ln France and to secure the riglit to t his respect, therefore, the Bilîlu ints pre-
vote. than itslu England. Now, If thaev sent shape militates against parts of our
result of this legilation Is going to be population in the province of Quebec Who
the admission to the suffrage in the other were enfranchised by theenatment of 1897.
provinces of persons who wlll be unrepre-' There le. therefore, lu this Bill a violation
sented ln our province, i. for my part, think Of the prîncipie wbich obtained lu our pro-
that the province of Quebec wll be unjustlyfvirce bY the lawof 1897. Here is another
treated. We will have tcs ano ealy, for ahonlY. Under the laws of our province the
instance, as regards the province of Quebea oftichai who prepare the electora oIlstisIs
that there will be lu thise Buse a se obliged to omit from those lists two classes
of men who, when a certain clase of legis- Of voters w hoiwofldfbe otherwise qualified,
lation would core up, will have the rig t that is to eay, thse who have been foud
to daim that they represent an electorate guilty of corrupt practices under the Quebec
far more extensive than we do, and tat election aw, and also candidates who, lnthe
lc regard to certain laws they ave a rght condudt of an eletIonhave been found
to speak wilth more authority than we have iguilt of violation of the eledtora law.
in other words, we wll find here repre- The law as we have it before us would

Sentatives elected by a different set of tman- have for an effect to give those parties found
dataires'lu every province of the Dominion, g"uiltY and dee.ned inccbmp1tent and un-
which thnk would be a step backwards worthy to vote unier the provincial laws the
as was stated here yesterday. But when riglit to vote ur-der the federal statute, they
we come to the detalsuof this legiseation, would be admitted to vote for representa-
the anoaly cores out still more strongy. tives l this use; whereas, as the com-
Now wth regard to the province of Que- mittee wll readily perceve, those foud
be, what dild the rlt hon. the Prime gulty of a breach et one of our own priv-
Minister, say? sHe argued that ee pro- leges, of the privuleges f thls House if
vinces formed distinet and separate co- found gullty of orrupt practices under our
nreties and to those com unites should own leg latIve enaectient as to the condut

to speak th re thorty th ayn w h.gi of e violationl of atedletora vlaw.el

thich Ishiould e septtve backwards woreh to notein uner the rvial tow pthen

PMiistersy. Hroedarg updha tht pron- tlees nane theiprle on ths eouserif


