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anching Attack on

"Asiago Plateau,

y’s Troops Win

Positions and

uns Taken By
ustro-Germans.

Dec. 25.—~In a desperate
‘ch lasted all day yesterday,
s fought their way back to
. posi ios from which, they were
&l the previous day on ths Asiago
st under an  Austro-German at-
according to todwy's war office
t. Some gins and numerous
tu?kna ‘which bhad been aban=
the Italians in their retire-
. “reca.ptured when the old
were reoccupled.
e text of the statement reads:

h continued fiercely and ' san-

ly the whole day yesterday,
ghed in intensity c¢nly at might-
Our’ counter-attaclks, made se1 -
hours before 'dawn, succeeded, in

of the difficult terrain and the

low temperature, in arresting

enewy and carrying the fighting

to the posito.s fran wh.ch we

foved the previous day-

The enemy defended -the  ground

ned with great stuohorness, coun-

+ourattacks ani concentrating

front of his line a formidable fire

- from numerous batteries 8

- “During. the vicissitude of the fierce

r scme batteries wund many

8 guris whith had besn left in

des royed lines were recovered.

encmy c.lumn advameing from

ico  toward the heighis to the

. of Malga, Costalnuga was de-
oyed by our fire. /

A battalion succeeded in wresting
.the enemy and holding for
time the. summit of Monte Val-
While othr detachments, hav-

ascended the slopes of C.l1 Del

0, engaged the encmy under the

it of the mountain in heavy
-to-hand fighting,

uring the acion hundreds. of our

of- all calibres  nnceasingly

abarded- the enemy. troops, dis-

rsing concentrations hehind ihe

hé and stopping the advane: of

ipports. We took a number of pri-

soners,”

JILD WEATHER
UINDERTAKINS

| Absence of Usual Srowfall

Tells Against Italians
in North.

PIAVE BATTLE RAGES

' Austro-Germans Expected to
' Aim New Blow
at ltaly.

London, Dec. 25.—7The Associated
Press correspondent at Italian head-
Quarters in northern Italy reports
most unusual wea heyr cond tions in
this war theatre, with little snow
and exceedingly mild temp- ratures—
onditions which are greatly aiding
the Austro=~Germans in their - opera-
tons, the shiftirg ¢ trocps and the
forwardirg cf supplice. :

'I'h»} battle is still raging
Piave front. The Italians
that they have recaptured, despite
8tubborn - resistance, the positi ms
they had 1ost the previous day on the
Asiago Plateau. Berlin reports, how:
tver, terd to minimize the sethack,
and lav on the repulse of'Tal-
l?n counter-attacks against the posi-
tiens newly won by the Germans and
& thrust at Monte Pertica. The Ger-

on: the
announce

-;!-rr S

- Manus report the capture of nine thou=i

#and Italars in engagements around
]l Del Ro-szo.
True to theis tactics, the Austro-
fmans - will probably direct an-
| ®rer and greater thrust at a differ-
SNt roint, as w uld appear from the
#hitting of large forces to the Fran-
Zela Valley -and the mountainous re-
31011 to the north. The m nace to
®nice, seems, however, to have been
emovad far the time heine.

F

NINE THOUSAND ITALIANS

CAPTURED,

BERLIN CI

- man Attacks on Asiago Plateau---Says
Counter-Attacks Failed.

German War Office Reports Success in Austro-Ger-|

ralty, per wireless press, Tondon, Dec.
25—The capture by Austro-German
forces of Col D¢l Rosso and adjoin-
ing heights on the ‘Asiago Platean in
Northern Italy, together with the tak-
ing: of more than 6000 prisoners, was
announced today by army headquar-
ters. The statement reads:

“Itallan front: Between Asiago and
the Brenta troops of ¥Field Marshal
Conrad vor Hoetzendorf stormed Col
Del Rosso and the heights adjoining
to the west and east. Up 1o the pres-
ent more than 6000 prisoners have
‘been brought in.”

Ofﬁccn-\Capturod. i
london, Dec. 25.~—~The Austrian offi-

.clal statement of Monday as received

here supplements the German state-
ment of that date regarding the cap-
ture of Col Del Rosso. by reporting the
capture also of- Motte Valbella., It

Berlin, Monday, vik  British Admi- |

states likewise that-a colpnel and sev-
eral Italian “staff officers 'were -cap-
tured. 3 ; Firedm s :
Italians Repulsed.

Berlin, Dec. 25, via London.--italian |
positions |

counter-attacks  upon the

FOR SALE---$10,500
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2 baths: hot water heating. Ruud heates.
Hardwood fioors, Electric fixtures In.
stalied. Apply
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HERN ITALIAN FRONT

taken in’'the Austro-German attack of | °

Sunday
was an I

ere repulsed yesterday, as

llan drive at Monte Pertlea; |’

army headquarters announced today.| -

More than 9000 prisoners were taken

in the Col Del Rosso fighting, says the |

officlal statement, which reads:

“Italian front: A lively artillery fi,uél

continued thruout : the day  between
Asiago and the Brenta. Enemy coun-
ter-attacks against our newly won’'po-
sitions and a thrust at Monte Pertica
were repulsed. The number of pris-
oners captured as a result of the en-
gagement around Col Del Rosso has
increased to more than 9000, including
270 officers.” .

J POSITIONS

ES OF BRITAIN.~Macedonian children working among the hills, ‘sifting stones for making
the ;passage of British troops. The two children in the photograph are quite young-—under
b fact—and at the time the photograph was made the tethperature was 120 in the shade. .

NEGOTIATIONS
“FOR PEACE BET

man Ban on Conference
of Socialists.

.

HUNS PLAY FOR TIME

Seek to Protract Negotiations,
While Rushing Removal
of Troops.

London, Dec., 25.—-The Bolshevik
commander-in-chief, Ensign Krylen-
kow, reports the transference of large
numbers of German troops to’! the
western front  and the southwestern
Russian front,

Civil war in Russia seems to be
spreading. The negotiations between
the Bolsheviki and the central pow-
ers apparently are not proceeding
smoothly. Time gained by the Ger-
mans in the negotiations would mean
80 much more time for the shifting

the greatest speed possible,

Leon Trotzky, the Bolshevik for-
eign minister, has called the atten-
tion of the pecace delegation to this

fact. A special despatch from Brest-
Litovsk announces the Germans were
not" ready yesterday to reply to the
Russian peace terms, and consequent-
ly- the meeting of the peace delegates
was postponed until Monday after-
noon.

It is reported
Germany “to issue passports to the
German Socialists, Haas, J.edebour
and Kautsky, who desire to go to
Stockholm to acquaint themselves
with «thc Russian
ditions, has produced in
impression which may
negotiations.

Minister Trotzky 'has sent a tele-
gram’ to his aewegates et Brest-Litovsk
in this connection, declaring that if
the Germans refused their socialists
passporis this would create such a bad
impression  at Peurcgrad that it was
deemed necessary thait tne QGerman
delegation, which is expected here
‘LHursday, should go to Stockholmn in-
stead.

The Bolshevik commissioners have
issued a manifesto to «ll Russian
workingmen declaring that as the ar-
mistice will probably be transformed
at an early date into 2 general peace
to all the Xuropean peoples. pray 1
tion of military saquipment is 2 waste
of national labor and funds, and that
consequently the outpiit must be stop-
ped immeddiately and replaced by the
production of peace supplies,
the country needs.

The newspapers anncunce
delegation from the enemy powers s
coming to Petlrograd to participate in a
conferencs presided over by Trotzky to
discuss the political aspects of an
eventual peace conference.
memy delegaition will
the commisgion meeting at Odessa to

hamper peace

digenas technical anestione,

BITOFSETBICK

Bolsheviki Angered by Ger-

anotive shede and workshops.

of troops, now being carried out with [

that the refusal or'

rewolutionary con- |
Russia an|

| Baltic Seas fleets.
| guns and much ammunition are said

I'miles south of Moscow.,

| cording

:  ped troops from proceeding north of
which

that. 8t

Another |
pansicipat: in |

SUCCESS FOR FRENCH

N AT IN ALBAN

Enemy ,Ou\tposts and Hundred |

and Fifty Men Captured—Bad
Weather in Macedonia

Paris, Monday, Dec. 24.—The official
statement issued by the French war
office last night reads:

“On the right bank of the Meuse
the artillery’ on both sides displayed
rather violent activity. in the region of
Douaumont and before Chaume: Wood.

“Army of the east: There was little
fighting activity ‘along the front owing
to fog and snow. ;

“In southern Albania, in the region
of River Devoli, we captured two en-
emy outposts and 150 men.”

CIVIL WAR IN SIBERIA

Bolsheviki Clash With  Forces of
- Original Revolutionary Party, &

Peking, Dec. 25.—~The trans-Siber-
ian Railway has been severed near
¥rkutsk in ‘eastern Siberia. where the
Bolsheviki have destroyed thé- loco-

Heavy fighting between Bolshevik
forces and supporters of the original
revolutionary party is - occurring 'in
many places -in Siberia.

KORNLOEEDEFEATED
BOLSHEVI DECARE

Victory Won for Maximalists by
Russian Sailors—Plot Against
King of Bulgaria,

Petrograd, Monday, Dec. 24.—News
of a revolutionary plot against King
Ferdinand ‘of Rumania has been re-
ceived at the Smolny Institute. the
Bolshevik headquarters, according to
the evening newspapers. There are
also said to be disturbed conditions in
Rumania. These reports are confirm-
ed in some respects by despatches re-
ceived here indicating unsettled con-
ditions and a political crisis.

A Bolshevik despatch announces
that 6,000 troops of General Korniloff's
command have ‘been defeated near
Bielgorod by Bolsheviki, chiefly sol-
diers. and sailors of the Black and
Many machine

to have been captured.

The Bolsheviki bave begun an at-
tack on Kharkov, about four hundred
The Bolshe-
viki control railroads to the south, ac- |
to the news ageficy, which!
adds that a telephone imessagc from
Moscow declares that a large force of
Cossacks and railway men has stop-

Tzaritzin, in the Province of Saratov.

NOTHING NEW ON WEST FRONT.

TLondon, Dec.
onffice tonight
communication:

“With the exception of some artil-
fery activity on btoth sides and pa-

25.—The British war
issued: the following

fensive Against Lines
of Italians.

VARY THEIR TACTICS

Test Strength of Italian. Posi-
tions in Brenta River
Sectors.

Italian Army Headquarters - in
Northern Italy, Monday, . Dee.. .24.—
Having devotad all his attention last
week tc trying to get into the San.
Lorenzo valley, the enemy has snd-
denly tummed his attention in the last
24 hours to'the Franzela valley, which
gives another line of approach to thz
lower level.

the Brenta ' River, with German dfvi-
sions operating east of ithe river in an
effort to push thru the valley of San
Lorenzo and the Austrians fighting’
weat of the river in an attempt to ef-
fect a penetration by the Franzela
route. E

The latest attack on the west side
of the river was preceded by a heavy
bombardment. This preparation was
followed up by the advance of.suc-
cessive waves of infantry from a large
concentration of enemy forces. which
succeéded in making a few hundred
vards ' progress. The Itallans, how-
ever, are still contesting the ground.
their counter-attacks being yet in
progress. ? %

Enemy troops from the:Russian and
Rumanian fronts have been identifted
during the latest attacks. It is also
established thaf Austrian troops along
the Piave are being shifted to  the
mountain region with the evident .pur-
pose of concentrating all attention op
breaking thru from the north. *

‘The menace to Venhice from the re-
cent success of the enemy in: one. of
his numerous- attempts to. cross. the
old Piave has now keen ended by 'a
brilliant night attack. The Seven-
teenth Bersaglieri drove the enemy
from his foothold on the west bank
near the mouth of the river, and fore-
ed him back across the stream to his
old position on the east bank,

British Attorney-General
Arrives-at Atlantic Port

An Atlantic Port, Dec. 25.—0On a
British vessel arriving here today was
‘Willlaxrn B. Thompron, head of the
American Red Cross Mission to lus-
sia, who is returning to the United
Etates to make a report of the con-
dito s ir that coun:ry with &y fer-
erice tv the work of his onganization.
Thomas W. Lamont of J. P. Morgan
& Company, and Sir Frederick Fad-
ward Smi.h, attorney-general for
Great Britain, were also amog the
cabin passengers. A large number

trol encounters at various points along
the front. there iz nothing to report.”

%

!

of* weunded Canadians returned’ on
the ship,

Austro-Germans Maintain Of-

These valleys lie on opposite sides of |

{

! was instantly killed

London, Dec. 25.—The Lity . of
Mannheim in Germany; on the Rhine,

| tvas 'bombarded by a British air

squadron early on Monday, says an
official statement  covering the oper-
ations of army aviators during Sun-
day and in Monday’s early hours. A
ton-of bombs was dropped and sever-
al fires Were started. All but one of
the British ‘machines returned.
"The text of the statement reads:
“The enemy’s machines were very
active on Sunday and five of them
were rrought down, in air fighting,
three of them falling in our lines. Two
other hostile machines were brought
down in our lines by anti-aircraft
gunfire. One of these latter wus a
large. twin-engined = machine - with

three occupants, who were made pri-
soner, g ; = i

“Our night-flying 'machines bomb-
ed -several 6f the enemy’s airdromes
with good effect. '

“At daylight on Monday one of our
squadrons: bombed. Mannheim on the
Rhine ‘With excellent results. A  ton
of bombs was dropped and bufsts
were observed in the large main, sta-
tion 'in.the works and 1lso. in  the
town, where fires were started.: Very
heavy anti-aircraft gunfire was di-
rected - against our airplanes when
they were over their objective and one
of our machines was damaged and
forced to land. Several of the ene-
‘my’s scouts made  repeated attacks
upon our férmations. but were driven
off, 'The other machines returned ex-
cept the one aforementioned.”

FEW PRISONERS TAKEN
- INPATROL ENCOUNTERS

Local Operations -and Artillery
Activities Reported in West by
British-War Office.

.London, Dec 25.—Today’s official
statement issued by ‘the British war
office on the Franco-Belgian front op-
erations reads: Pl

“We took a few prisoners in night
patrol encounters south of - Cambrai.
There was considerable raciprocal ar-
tillery fihe last night west of L.a Baesee
and east of Ypres” )

Monday night's war office statement
regarding’ the same war theatre snid-

“A hostile ralding party was driven
cff southeast of Ypres. There was
considerable hnstile artillery fire in the
afternoon in the region of Epehy aund
south of Poelcapellz.’

MIMICO MACHINIST
IS KILLED BY TRAIN

Jarﬁes Stuart ' ‘Misses. His Footing
While Bearding Shunting Engine
and Falls Under Wheels.

James Stuart, 48 Springhurst avenue,
yesterday after-
noon while attempting to board a light
engine at Sunnyside station. The ac-
eident-occurred ghortly after .5 o'clock.
Stuart, who was employed in the G.T.
R. machine shops at Mimico, was in
the habit of going to his work on one
of . the shunting engines passing Dbe-
tween the city and Mimico. He missed
his fpoting as he tried to step aboard

ond track. Another train coming at a
tast rate of speed from the west rolled
over him, crushing and mangling his
body almost beyond recognition. He
was literally cut to pieces.

The remains were removed to the
city morgue, where an inquest will be
opened by Ceroner Young at noon to-
day. Styart was 36 years of age, and

leaves a-wife and ome son, nine vears

vof age,

A

the engine, and was thrown to the sec- |

CANADIAN AVATIR
AREBURNED T DeAT

son Perish in Flames of Their
Machine in Texas.

Fort Worth, Tex., Dec, 25. — Lieut.
Rainboth and  Cadet Manson, Cana-
dian aviators, who had been here
about two months in, training, were
{ incinerated in an airpline aceident
yvesterday.  Their identity was = made
known by Royal Flying Corps officers
tonight. Both of the men Were mem-
bers of the Royal Flying Corps for
several months previous to coming to
Fort Worth, .

Investigation proved the.men were
burned to death after they struck the
ground. It was said the machine was
flying at®a height of 200 feet when it
| struck a “side slip.,” When the-ma-
| chine struek the ground the gasolgie
tank was torn open and ignited by a
spark. The men were strapped in

afire were
straps.

unable to remove  the

LIVELY IN MACEDONIA
Attacks on Bulg:;—l;:uitio ‘s and Big
Gun Duels R ported.

" Berlin, Dec. 24—(Via London, Dec.
| £5.)—Army headguarters Monday
{ issued the following official state-
y ment: t

[  “Western war theatre: In isolated
leectors the artillery activity revived
{in support of reconnoitring actions,
| There was increased fir ng thruout
, the day on the east dbank .of
1M.eusc (Verdun front).

| - “Eastern war theatre: There is no-
| thing réw to report.

! % wcedonian front: An enemy at-
| tack on the Tu-arian positions north
jof La e TI'oiran broke down. On the
Struma. plain there were lively artil-
lery negagements.”

Lieut. ‘Rainboth and Cadet Man-

 Tinit @ Stdtes to Ruscia,
| in close tcuch with each:other here,:

1Shilka Incident Believed First

Move in World
5 Wide Scheme.

s S

GENERAL PROPAGANDA:

Bolsheviki Enlist Support of-
American and Irish y
{ . Agitators.
Washington, Dec. 25.—Evidence has'
been uncovered by government agents
indicating that American Industrial
Workers of the World, Russian Bol-'
sheviki, Irish agitators and revolution-
ists in varlous countries at war with
Germany may be seeking to lay the
foundation of an elaborate worldwide:
&prm to overthrow existing “social or-
This wds admitted today b’% v g
‘here in' connection with news of ‘
discovery . of a quantity. of rifles, re-

| volvers and- ammunition in the Rus-

'sian freighter Shilka, which has just:
arrived. at: a Pacific port, manned by

e rg e ng 7 :
after being

and rep-rts dve ieen reécelved that
Bolshev ki organ'zers would come. to:
Amer ca’ ef re log to soread their
doc'r ne «f Air et aciién for ¢ mmun-
al’ orgasization. . g .

Altho trosecution of 1. W. W. lrad-
ég revestly has heen vigorous, offi-:
~ials have evid*nce which they claim
skows that the menace ¢~ this organ-
izat *n, belied to be supported
largely ty Ger an money, remains
ftro g.  Further action against the
ogi aters is forecas . This will be
Fastenrd if it is found thkat the band
is working w'th Russian Bol+héyiki.
leaders to brirg aboui a premature
peace in Germa y's it rests, or to
tamper America at home. ;

Ex reme care is being taken by this
government to avoid antagonizing
the Bolsheviki movement. in Russls,
oespite the intarnatinnal irritations it
l-ap caused.

FOEARTILERY
VER GTE
VERDLN AEGION

Germans May Renew Strué
gle to Break Lines
of French.

<

and with their machine and clothing‘i

f

i(iBritish Airmen Do Much

ALLIES PREPARED

Damage to Enemy Base
on Rhine.

London, Dec. 26.—Increased cannon-
ading in the region of Verdun, espe-
clally around Douaumont and the
Chaume Wood, which a year ago were

the theatres of some of tne flercest
encounters in the war, indicates ap-
parently the intention of the Germans
to keep the French forces in this sec-
tor well occupled, or might even mean

|

i
}

the |

| @ renewed effort to break thru at this

vital point.

The allies, however, are evidently
making ready for any untoward event,
and have taken the initiative in other
directions. A British air squadron
has successfully bombed the City of
Mannheim, the great Rhine commer-
cial centre, and one of the most im-
portant bases for the revictualling of
the Germans on the western front.
Numerous fires were started in this
city, a ton of bombs being dropped.
The British squadron had numerous
combats with German airplanes in this
expedition, and one of the British ma-
chines was forced to make a landing




