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Turkish Army of Caucasus Decimated by Successes of the Russians -
V |

m
lirORMANS STOP VERDUN ATTACKS TO FIGHT IN WOEVRE ' :

r
I

Prices
tod A y ’5 parade ^ CQNGRESS WILL GERMANS STOP OFFENSIVE V ' 1

& *
!COATS

HAVE TO rDOPT AGAINST FRENCH AT VERDUNLeaves Exhibition camp 1 o’clock.
Route: Dufferin street to King, to Jarvis, to Wellesley, to St. 

Albans*, to Queen’s Park, to University avenue, to Queen, to Bathurst; 
then via Old Fort road into camp again.

Length of route, twelve miles.
Length of parade, six miles.
Soldiers taking part, 18,000.
Saluting base, Queen’s Park.
Parade will reach King and Bathurst (about) 1.25 p.m.; King 

and Yonge, 1.50 p.m.; King and Jarvis, 2.05 p.m.; Wellesley and 
Jarvis, 2.25 p.m.; Queen’s Park, 2.40 p.m.; University and Queen, 
3.00 p.m.
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No Infantry Attacks 
Launched by Teutons 
Who Begin to En­
trench— Hun Artil­
lery Fire Lessens— 
Local Fighting n 
Woevre.

;

BRITISH COLUMBIA ALSO 
TO VOTE ON PROHIBITION

* r aNCOTj VER, Feb. 29.—Premier Bowser came to terms today with 
v the prohibitionists and at tire end of the year this province will 
^ be almost .certain to join tbe dry column. The premier agreed to 

the prohibitionists’ proposal to submit a referendum to the electors at 
the election, which must take place before June 1. A majority of the 
electors will be sufficient to carry the measure, which is to become law 
on Jan. I next if carried. {

♦y
President, After Subduing 
insurgents, Will Tackle Sub- 

Negotiations.

"‘Free Trade Policy Which Has 
& Advantaged Enemy to Be 

Dropped.

MeKENNA quite frank
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Special Cable to The Toronto World.
LONDON, Feb. 29.—The German In­

fantry which was hurled for several— 
days against the slopes and heights 
north of Verdun on the eastern bank 
of the Meuse did not venture today to 
attack the French, who are now firm­
ly established In front of them and 

j even the terrific bombardments of the 
heavy German guns began to slacken, 
altho it was still maintained with some 
show of spirit. Information from every 
source, neutral as well as belligerent, 
received today, tends to confirm the 

I previous reports that terrific losses 
were sustained by the Germans in un- 

I dertaking a great offensive when the
W F Maclean Savs Govern- French were wel1 prepared to receive

1 them. It is believed that the second 
phase and perhaps concluding phase 
of the battle is over.

Seeing that without heavy reinforce­
ments they could not hope ,to attack 
the French positions with success to­
day, the survivors of the German in­
fantry that was thrown into the in-

British Chambers of Com- 
Declare Strongly for 

Imperial Preference.

Full Discussion Will Be»

TO PltCESTHilU Forced — Administration 
Leaders Confident..

merce Wt&

NICKEL TRUST'SM HE SPEAKS TODAY
*

LONDON, Feb. 29, 7.15 p.m.—Trade 
after the war was discussed by a not­
able gathering today of the represen­
tatives of all the great eft nmerclal or­
ganizations of the country forming the 
British Association of the - Chambers 
of Commerce. Upwards of 1000 dele­
gates were present, Including the chief 
Sgeree in all the lay industries.

The main interest of the gathering 
centred on a change in Great Britain’s 
present tariff system, allowing practi­
cally free admission of foreign imports 
owing to the prevailing belief that 
threat Britain's free markets have been 
on< of the chief sources of the build­
ing up of German Industry.

Must Be Readjustment.
The government’s interest in the

meeting was shown *>y the attendance CW~WA, CR N f'LiftNETT
ct «he chancellor of the exchequer. ‘ ncn Special 0,1. ,« The T„r<mt„ World.
Reginald McKenna, wlio has charge of IS SEVERELY WUUNUtU PETROGRAD. L-W 29.—The Russian

I the t aming of the tariff schedules. He —---- - ; general staff has issued an official
: addressed the executive committee, de- Won Gold Medal tOf Being B^St statement combating certain Turkish

Bomb Thrower in First Can­
adian Contingent.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 29.—President mWilson decided today that he cannot ] 
proceed with the German submarine ■ 
negotiations while dissension in con- j 
Stress weakens his position before the 
world, so he called for a show-down 
on the pending proposals to warn Am­
ericans off merchant ships of the Eu­
ropean belligerents armed for defence.

Malting c.ear that he considers the 
president, and not coegress, charged 
with the conduct of foreign relations 
of the United States, he wrote a letter j 
tc Representative Pou*1 acting chair­
man of the house rules committee, i 
asking him to provide parliamentary \ 
means for bringing the agitation ou+ ! 
into the open on the floor of the house 
for full discussion and a vote. Later 
he summoned Senator Stone and Re­
presentative Flood, chairman of the 
foreign affairs committee,
Kern, majority leadet-rln 
for a conference at the White House 
tomorr iw morning, at which he will 
request that one of the various pend­
ing es slut ions be acted upon in both 
bouses.
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fining in Canada.. Only Fortress Controlling 
Main Highways of Ana­

tolia and Armenia.

Signaler Norman Gurnett of Ü18 rit 
Geo;ge street, champion bomb throw­
er of the First Canadian Contingent, 
who has been severely wounded.

c

BUDGET DEBATE ENDED
and Senator 
-'the. senate. 0£ I feme, entrenched themselves on the 

slopes north of Cote du Poivre (Pep­
per Hill), leaving the first ridge of this 

I hill in the possession of the French. 
I Samogneux, which was occupied by a 
I German battalion, was shelled by 

OTTAWA, Ont-, Wednesday, March French batteries.
1.—The budget debate closed at an The onsets of the Germans against 
early hour this morning and the résolu- the French positions did not cease till 
tions proposed by the finance minister this morning, for during the night they 
respecting the tax on war profits and were still able to launch Violent local 
the tariff changes were referred to attacks, especially in the vicinity of 
the committee on ways and means. Douaumont Village, where hand 
They will no doubt be discussed for hand combats raged, In which the 

time in committee and may be J French drove back their enemies.
Stormed Small Redoubt.

The Germ&ns in their official slnte-

Meighen’s Explanation 
Nickel Situation Did Not 

Satisfy Critics.Wilson’s Backers Confident.
Administration leaders are so sure 

of their position that they plan to end 
all agitation with i vote of confidence

for Men statements intended to minimize the 
importance of Erzerum which the Rus-

claring that the government was not 
committed to adhering to the old eco­
nomic policies, which the experience 
ot the war had shown paust be read­
justed to the new conditions.

Representatives of Canada, Austra­
lis and other colonies, and the com-

Lieut Col. W. H. Price, M.L.A., for 
Parkdale, who will move the adoption 
of the adress in reply to the speech 
from the throne in the Legislature to­
day.

sians recently took by storm- and giv­
ing the Russian view of the Turkish ir the president, 
losses, white describing the value of 
this fortress in the. Turkish scheme

■Irs A message received yesterday by 
Mrs. L. A. Gurnett. 318 St. George si.. 
iron’. Ottawa conveyed the information 
that her only son; Signaler Norman 
A. Gurnett. had been severely wound- 

mercial attache of the American em- the hack and had been admitted
to No. IS General Hospital in France.
Gurnett, who will be 21 years of age 
on March 12. left with the first con- 

e«opted after an extended debate, two Vngent signaling section of the la­
st them reflecting overwhelmingly the Battalion. 1st infantry Brigade, and 
euntlment for an entire readjustment had been -in the trenches since Feb. 19, 
cf the British economic and trade i915. Before going to the front he 
policy. The first resolution, unani- was attached to the Queen’s Own and 
uouely adopted, declares: | was In the employ of the Consumers

Internal Production Vital. 1 Go s'Co. The telegram received by Mrs.
"The experience of the war has Curnett stated that the wound was 

shown that the strength and safety of received on Feb. 20. At the 1st Infan­
tile British nation in time ot na- try Brigade sports, held in Belgium 
tlonal peril lie in the possession last fall, Gurnett won the gold medal 
by this nation of the power to pro- for bomb throwing over all compel)- I go,000 prisoners.

| 1ors from alt the battalions

This course was decided on after to­
day's cabinet meeting at which it was 
discussed, and after a week's quiet, 
steady work at the capital. Prompt 
action * is desired, particularly in the 
house, where agitation has been most 
turbulent and where Speaker Clark 
predicted anti-administration resolu­
tions when frst introduced would have

COATS î.

Aof defence of Asia Minor.
The Russian statement is as follows: 
“The Turkish communications of the 

21st state that the Retreat of the Turk-

ilack, Uan and 
-y; sizes 24 to
............... 1.49

A
RECORD COLLECTIONS

AT PORT OF TORONTO
baeey were present.

Several Important resolutions were
ish army from Erzerum towards posi­
tions west of the fortress was effected 
without loss and that the Turks aband­
oned ill the fortress only fifty old 
guns .they could not remove. At the 
same time Turkish headquarters de­
nies statements alleged to have been 
disseminated by the Russians of the 
capture in Erzerum of 1,000 guns and 

Tne same Turkish 
communication declares that Erzerum 
was really not a fortress, but merely 
an open town with fortifications de­
void of any value.

“In view of these assertions, the 
Russian general staff announces that 

i the fortress of Erzerum was the only 
fortified point in the interior of Asia 

I Minor protecting western Armenia and 
Anatolia and commanding all the best 
roads of Transcaucasia and the in­
terior of Asia Minor. For many years 

___________ . past great improvements have ben
A LL that was left of the German infantry that swarmed up the i with^theFssisUmce overmans/The

1 slopes Of the ridees and hills held by the French, Without the terrain in front rendered it natur-
! „ French losing, but rather gaining ground since Saturday last, *n%hf rflanks Ty c

began to entrench where they stood yesterday, and thereby admit- n,ost difficult o? approach and
ted defeat. The French last night reported some diminution in the their passes protecte 
storm of shells sent from the German batteries, and the absence of 
German infantry attacks thruout the day. But the Germans,, loath to 
idmit defeat, had stubbornly hurled waves of men against salients 
in the opposing lines in local attacks thruout the preceding night. In 
order to stop the onrush of the Germans, the French probably in- 

L Acted casualties of forty or fifty per cent, of the attacking force of 
350,000 men. The remnants of the German brigades and divisions 
engaged in the conflict will, therefore, have to be withdrawn from the 
fighting lines in order that the gaps in their ranks may be -filled up 
by fresh drafts. -It is pretty certain that these units will be out of ac­
tion for two or three months, and that new troops will have to be 
found and employed for any fresh adventures which the kaiser may 
rashly undertake.

. tit * :!•• t- * * *
The French, it is now known, suffered comparatively few casu­

alties till their infantry clashed with the Germans in a counter-attack 
to regain the position of Douaumont on Saturday. They had cleverly 

^ withdrawn their infantry from the positions which the Germans had 
begun to bombard a week ago Sunday, and the Germans did not dis­
cover that their birds had flown to a position which gave them nearly 
a mile’s clear sweep for their fire, till they sent their infantry forward 
tp the assault. When the bewildered Germans appeared, in the open 
they were smitten as with the Black Death by the intense volume of 
fire which was poured from the readjusted French lines. Thence, 
southward, every foot of the ground was contested by an elusive 
force, which kept the Germans guessing all the time, and which ex­
acted its toll of lives by rifle and machine gun bullet, while shrapnel 
Completed the confusion of the German troops. By , throwing 
reinforcements into the fighting lines and using up their reserves,

I*ft which the French wanted them to do, German commanders thought
jP**> that all was won when their troops swept into Douaumont. They 

Committed the blunder of publishing in their official communique that
v (Continued on Peqe 2. Column* 2 and 3.)

some
somewhat amended.

The feature of the closing hours inReturns for February More Than 
Double Those of Correspond­

ing-Month Last Year.
Customs collections a-t the port of

U>0r$°2633 507. aifTnurease of 111,146,477 I ment- said that the arrangement be- I that they captured 228 officers and 10,- 
! over the corresponding month of 1915, tween the government and the Inter- 675 men from the French, but military 

•hieh totaled $1.387 (MO. national Nickel Company had been observers here impugn the accuracy
V'' February. 1913. was the previous approved and commended by the Im- I of these figures. They believe that the 
Msrh record The past three months Perlal authorities. We knew just how French losses in the Verdun region 
haVe all been record-breakers as fol- much nickel matte went from Sud- up to the end of last week did not 
lows- December, 1915, $2,128,050; Janu- bury to New York and we know just equal that figure.

1916, as above. from New York. He was, therefore, | proJects of a big offensive in France
at least for some time and point as 
a justification for this view to the re- 
ports from Russia of the great ac­
tivity noted among the German troops 
on this front In the past few days. 

Heavy Fighting In Woevre. 
Fighting in the Woevre, altho local in 

its ooject, developed into considerable 
intensity during the night, with the Ger­
mans today claiming that they had pass­
ed Dieppe, Abaucourt and Bianzee, that 

the extensive woodea 
VVatronville

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 7.)

the debate was the discussion of the 
Solicitor-General

ment today only claimed that in the 
region of the Verdun fighting, they 
stormed a small armored work west of

arket situation.nickel
Meighen, replying to criticisms direct­
ed against the policy, of the govern- I the-Village of Douaumont. They assertJDE 6100.
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16 (Continued on Page 6, Column 7). La Provence, French Auxiliary 
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(Continued on Page 2, Column 5).“K” MERE FIGUREHEAD
SAYS NATIONALIST M.P.

Functions Taken Aw$y 
From Kitchener, According 

to Lynch.

Î Today’s Events Reviewed Nearly Half of Those on Board 
Reported to Have Been 

Saved. Chieftin
I

8
mountain masses, 

with 
by powerful

.25 LONDON, Feb. 29.—It is estimated 
that 9(10 persons were killed or 
dformed in the sinking of the French 
auxiliary cruiser, formerly the trans- 
Atlantic passenger steamer La Prov­
ence, in mid Mediterranean Sea on 
Saturday, it was announced by the 
French ministry of marine today. 
Eight hundred men were on board the 
vessel when she went to her doom. 
About 870 were saved, of w’/m 296 
have been landed at Malta, and 400 
on the Greek island of Melos. About 
175 others have also been rescued. 
Ten boats have been sent to the scene 
of the disaster in order to pick up, it 
possible, others who may be floating 
round on wreckage.

It is believed that she was being 
used as a transport for troops.

It is not known whether La Prov­
ence was sunk by mine, submarine, 
or merely by accident. She was one 
of the finest French vessels that sail­
ed the Atlantic, being 13,753 gross 
tonnage, and at the 
built at St. Nazaire. 
she was the fastest ship 
French mercantile marine.
602 feet long, 65 feet beam and 38 ft 
deep. ^

.69■II tney uau cieareu
region northeast of __
Haudiomont, and that they have Oaken 
Manheulles and Champion. The light­
ing here is on a plain about seven miles 
southeast of Verdun. The French re­
port that the Germans had succeeded by 
an intense artillery fire in taking Man­
heulles Village, but a counter-attack 
immediately delivered brought them tock 
to the western boundary of this village, 
which they held under their fire all day. 
Further attacks on this front were pre­
vented by French artillery fire during the

Germans Twisted Passage in I gSbSS-SrS «Tt£t°S 
Document Taken From Trans- aTon^by’uTSe^!

port Which They Sank. | J^^tifey MASSES
of French troops were in the zone 
abandoned Saturday when they percelv- 

LOXDON, Feb. 29.—One the eve at ( ed that the Germans were preparing to
make a big attack by opening a heavy 
bombardment.

LONDON, Feb. 29.—In the course 
general discussion today In the 

the “Consoli-

,ma.36:r lb.
of a.........-28ar ... ■ )Formidable Barrier.

“Such was the formidable barrier on 
the path of our offensive, with enor­
mous defensive advantages on the 
northeast and east.

“During the five days’ assault the 
fortress was defended by the Turks 
with stubbornness, to which the enor- 

of dead and frozen 
The Cait -

Instructions to British Merchant­
men Not to Take Offensive, 

Says Lord Hugh Cecil.

.22 house of commons on 
dated Sund Bill” Arthur Lynch, Na­
tionalist member for West Clare, de­
clared, that the government had Inflict­
ed upon Earl Kitchener severe censure 
by having taken from him one after
another his chief functions, so that the

now in a

2b
3 lbs. ....... .25

.28

\Lard Plums, per
.20

ONLY IN SELF-DEFENCE.23
lits, 2 lbs. 25
package........ 14
, Raspberry and

mous number 
bodies gives testimony, 
casus army succeeded in surmounting

war wassecretary for . . „
somewhat ignominious position, being 
little more than a figurehead.

No reply was made to Mr. Lynch s 
remarks.
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last honors paid
TO NURSING SISTER the date set by Germany tor the be­

ginning of her neiw submarine cam­
paign against armed merchant vessels. 
Lord Robert CecU. minister of 
trade, has issued a statement giving I 
the tiritn-h view of the status of such 
merchantmen. Tms statement, which j 
is in answer to queries whether mer­
chantmen have been instructed to take 
the offensive aga.nst submarines, says:

The British view has always been 
that defensively armed merchantmen 
must not fire on submarines, or any 
o.her warships except in self-defence. 
The Germans have twisted a passage 
in a document taken from a transport 
which they sank, intqf meaning that 
merchant vessels have instructions to 
take the offensive. This is not so.

“The passage in question, which lays 
down a maximum distance beyond 
which merchant ships ai^ ndvlsed not 
to fire, must be read in conjunction 
with another passage which makes it 
p«*rfe::tly clear that merchant vessels 
roust not attack unless a submarine 
shows unmistakably hostile Inten­
tions."

Hon. Frank Oliver Greatly Over­
stated Number of Vacant 

Houses. .
Minor German Succeeeee.

The Germans also report the taking ot 
a. projecting portion of a French poeitlon 
at the forester*’ house of Thlanville.

The French

Casket Shrouded in Union Jack 
—Borne to Avondale 

Cemetery.

<war
time she was 

in 1906.
in the 

She was

northwest of Badonviller. 
say in reference to this action that In 
Lorraine the enemy succeeded in pene- . 
trating several email sections of hie ad­
vanced trenches, but he waa driven out 
of these positions almost Immediately.

The Germans made no further attacks

«•«39 “Absolutely untrue,” was the comment 
made by Mayor Church • last night on 
Hon. Frank Oliver’s assertion in v the 
house of commons that there are 9000 
vacant houses in Toronto.

The mayor pointed out that the latest 
assessment rolls show only 3501 unoccu­
pied houses, and declared that the per­
centage was less than four per cent., one 
of the lowest in America.

When war began there were but 1000 
vacant houses, and the increase was due, 
he said, to families of soldiers taking 
flats.

TABLES.
good size and 

. ....... .. -24
Oranges, sweet 

>er dozen ... .33 
eels, basket.. -10

I FLOOR AND

1STRATFORD. Feb. 29.—For the first 
time in the history of Stratford full 
military honors were accorded to a 

today, when the late Nursing

. 1

BRITAIN HAS POSTED
HER ANSWER TO U.S.

It Deals With Protest Made 
Against Interference With 

Mails.

(Continued on Page 6, Column 4).woman
Sifter Elsie Ross, who died of pneu­
monia while on duty at the Soldiers’ 
Convalescent Home Toronto, was. buri­
ed at Avondale Cemetery.

The funeral was held from the late 
old home at Brocksden. near

INEW MODEL FUR8 AT DINEEN’S.

Unapproachable values in Dlneen's 
furs during the closing days of the 

season’s busi­
ness. All the 
1916 stock Is of­
fered at greatly 
reduced price*, 
and new models 

in fur garments are introduced into the 
general selling. Special for today. 
New model Hudson seM coats plain 
or trimmed. Dlneen’s. 140 Yonge street.

l 5-ffy. Regular 40c
........................ .30

ht. Regular 20c
Ith .12

ynurse s , , . ,
__  here, and the casket, enshrouded in a

ITALY REQUISITIONING WASHINGTON, Feb. 29.—Great Union Jack, was, borne
CFRMAN SHIPS SF17FD ' Britain has replied to the American cn a gun carriage Six medical officersGERMAN SHIPS SEIZED a.

marched in the procession. Great 
crowds saw the cortege pass thru the 
rMv streets, j

.15
.vors, per

LONDON. Feb. 29^-It was announced Secretary Lansing was ad-in the house of commons today that the r \ 1 . . , . . •,,,
Italian Government had requisitioned 34 vued of i.e coming today, but did not 
of the 37 German steamers interned in announce any indication of the nature ■

«•>* fh° British reply.
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