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PETROGRAD RUMORSBRITISH LOSE
SAY RUMANIAN KING 3 DESTROYERS
HAS QUIT HISTHRONE;  IN NORTH SEA
CROWN PRINCE RULES s o o

Sent Down Off Dutch Coast by
Mines or Torpedoes.
Recent Political Crisis In Balkan Ally off = 7 . s
Entente May Have Brought On the i
Abdication of Ferdinand

torpedoboat destroyers were sunk
through being struck by torpedoes
or hitting a mine off the Dutch coast
on the night of December 22, with
the loss of 13 officers and 180 men,
the admiraity announced today.
Dec. 29.—Despita the armistice negotiations forced on the

Rumanian army by the collapse of the Russlan forces on their flanks,
Rumania Intends to remain one of the Allies. The Rumanian minister in
London, in a statement to the Assoclated Press, says:

“Whatever happens, even in the prevalling situation In Russia,
Rumania wlli always remaln one of the Allles, and will be gulded abso-

The text of the statement reads:
“Three of our destroyers were
lutely by their wishes. She will never follow any independent course of
action.”

e

BRITISH PRISONERS
HELD BY THE ENEMY
_NOW TOTAL 46,712

London, Dec. 15.—By Mail.—British prisoners held by the enemy,
including those in Switzerland, total 46,712, according to an officia] an-
nouncement. The prisoners include members of the regular army, ter-
ritorial forces, royal navy and naval division, divided as follows:
Officers. Other Ranks.

41,336

In
In
In

In

Germany

Turkey
Rulgaria

Austria

340

Totals
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COMING
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Combination of True Sympath y With Workingman and His

London, mined or torpedoed during foggy
weather off the Dutch coast on the
night of the 22nd December. A total
of 13 officers and 180 men were
lost."”

KAISER'S FLEET

Washington, Dec. 29.—A great thick blanket of
intensely cold weather, lying sluggishly over the
country from the upper Mississippi Valley to the sea

For Benefit of Public—Quebec Has Lowest
Temperature Since 1860,

War Baker declared last night |

| that the war would not end |

Petrogra(i;—i‘riday, Dec. 28.—There are persist-

ent rumors here that King Ferdinand of Rumania has

abdicated in favor of Crown Prince Charles.
RS ASES SIS ’,___,,A____ —————————————

eord [ THE WAR SITUATION

Petrograd
Monday. It that news
revolutionary King |
.- ; 3»‘,j..}'(,,‘.. ‘_1_1' : (I‘\“t “ ‘;]‘: ,}(‘-.m' | King Ferdinand has abdicated the ‘
il s e | Rumanian throne In favor of Crown
: "'”1"{“, _‘A",”'l"'ll,[” vl * | Prince Charles, according to persistent
s i rumors in Petrograd. Official confirma-
iy tion, however, s lacking. {
Unsuccessful conditions and a political
icrisls in Rumania were reported eafrly
' this week In dispatches from Petrograd, |
| and the Bolsheviki Government recelved |
information that there had been a revo-
Elut‘mnary plot again King Ferdinand.
! The Rumanian army has been inactive
| gsince the Russian armistice and peace
rniegotiations forced it tc suspend hostil- |
' | ities. Bolsheviki and German propa-
gandists have been reported working
among the Rumanian troops. H
The peace Conference: {
§ __Russia, Leon Trotzky told the Council
| of Workmen's and Soldiers' Delegates, !
would be forced to conciude a separate"‘
peace with Germany unless the Entente |

Allies Joln In the peace negotiations
| within ten days. The Bolsheviki foreign !
minister announced that he officially will
ask the Entente powers whether they |
will join In the peace negotiations. An !
| advance guard cf German peace emis- |
! saries has arrived In Petrograd. i

Great Britain and France, through
| Premier Lioyd George and Foreign Min-
. | ister Pichon, have repiied Iinformaily to
| the peace proposals enunciated by Count |
| Czernin for the central powers. The

German terms are declared to be Insuf- |
| ficient. The British national labor

conference has voted to continue the

' war. Foreign policies of the French |
| Government were approved by the |
! French Chamber of Deputies.

Success in Palestine,
in Palestine has there
fighting activity. North and
northwest of Jerusalem British troogs, |
after repuising four Turkish attacks, at-
tacked the enemy and pushed them back |
two and a half mlles on a front of nine
miles. Turkish losses are reported to|
have heen heavy, and among the prison- |
ers taken were Germans.

Artillery duels occupy the opposing !
larmies on the Itallan and western fronts, |
On the front in France the German ar- l
tillery fire has been heavy around St. |
| Quentin and in the Ypres sector. Al
| German attack In Lorraine was broken
{ up by French gunfire.

Gen. Haig today announces there
{ nothing of special interest tto report.
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THE WEATHER
LOCAL TEMPERATURES.

Following were the highest and lowest
temperatures recorded in London during
the 24 hours previous to 8 o'clock last
night: Highest, 30; lowest, zero.

The officltal temperatures for the 12
hours previous to 8 a.m. today were:
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CANADIAN RAILWAYS

PROVED THEMSELVES
OF MARKED SERVICE

FOR WAR PURPOSES

Government Ownership as Ap-
plied in States Is Not
Necessary Here.

Montreal, Dec.
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r at Washington has
dopted something like the Eng-
e yf guaranteeing certain net
railways presumably ade-
securing in return for this
the elimination of competi-
., features which have hitherto been
thought necessary by competing roads,
but wh from the point of view of na-
i »cessity, have to be eliminated.”
“How does the American situation aii-
rom the situation in Canada?”’ he

¢ ed.
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e \ch with a different man. | He has the business experience and the
| agement and different usage

i4ighest, 8 above; lowest, 7 below.

TOMORROW—FAIR AND COLD,
Toronto, Dec,
Forecasts.
North and northwest winds;
day and on Sunday.
Temperatures.
The following were the highest
lowest temperatures during the 24 hours
previoug to 8§ a.m. today:
Stations. High. Low.
Calgary —10
b g, e O 11
Port Arthur... —14
Buffalo 16
Toronto
Kingston
Montreal
Quebee .......
"ather Point.. 20
AMinus {—) means below zero.
Weather Notes.
Pressure is high over the greater por-
tion of the continent, and extremely
cold weather prevails from Manitoba to
ihe Maritime Provinces. The tempera-
inre is moderating in Alberta.
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¢ working the L'a::('.‘n(“n of mar vice to the country.

WESTERN ONTARIO BIG SUFFERER
FROM THE SHORTAGE OF GOAL

Ottawa, Dec. 29.—So far as is known at the capital, there hag not
been unusual suffering in Canada as a result of the severe weather and
the coal situation, The shortage of coal is, at least for the present It is
believed, confined to a limited number of localities, more particularly
perhaps the smaller cities and towns of Western Ontario. =At th.e
capital coal dealers state that while supplies at present on hand are
Jow they expect a decided improvement in the situation in about. a fort-
night. Mayor Fisher states that the present supply is sufficient to fill
all wants, if properly distributed, until further shipments arrive. He is
keeping in close touch with the fuel controller, who is doing everything
vossible to sveed uy shipments to Canada.

dian R 'Board has already

Conditions, and of Busine ss and Financial Ability
Makes Rare App eal to Citizens.

Support of the céndidature of €. R.
Somerville for the mayoralty of London
in 1918 is becoming more general, The
]o?»-r\r-cut platform _of Mr. Somerviile
makes a direct appeal to the property
owner and to renter alike. The tax-
payer is directly affected Ly increased
assessment, higher ‘taxes and heavy
local improvement charges, which have
prevailed in the past. The renter, too,
is affected, though im'his case the higher
rents naturally demanded by the pro-
perty owner take n‘;i- place of the ever-

ting tax bille.”

The statement, Which is being ham-
mered home by théaSomerville support-
ers and which hag meade an indelible
| pression on the Mrkingman, that
{ no langer cneager to own & iome i
Tondon than to rent one, touches the
{ civie pride and home-loving desire of
| the man in the factory, shop and in-
| dustry. For years it has been London’s

R

is

boast that the majority of its citizens|

owned their own homes Iner
to no other
amateur financing and management of
civic affairs, has worked a ¢ 1ge. The
man who wants to buy or build a ho

{ now looks at

taxation, due cause than

the tax bills of his ne
bor and hesitates. He studies the
creasing as sment levied every
- owner and, ins

in-
year
of

| on the prope ad

{ building, re .

Why Buliding Fell Off!
Building off in London
;durim.; the past few years. High ¢
of building material has naturally been
yartially responsible, but the high cost
{ of in London
i equally responsible, and the man in the

has fallen

st

home-owning has bheen
building trades who has been working
only part time for the
more finds at the city hall an answer
to his query of “why have I been idle?”’

The workingmen of I.ondon hold the
halance of power their hands
elect any candidate for the mayoralty.

and

past year

in

| Direct appeals have been made to th
ates

{ to support the *‘labor’’ candid

| are running. Of the three candidates

| who are in the field only one has ever!
one has|

' heen a real labor man, only
| known actually labor conditions at the
bench That one is C. R. Somerviile
Mr. Somerville is not a professional

of labor {tself
for
that class can really poOSsess. Thig fact
has impressed itself on the labor men,
and they will vote a true labor ticket
when they mark their ballets for Som-
erville.
Whe Have Labor Men Got?

Tor years the labor man has been ap-
pealed to-—at election time—to elect a
labor mayor, but they are now asking
{ the gestion as to how labor has bene-
fitted. What tax reduction, they ask,
has resulted. The answer is, none. It
| has been the reverse. The workingman
! has had to pay more than ever before
the privilege of being a London

for
ratepayer.

With a proper understanding of the
i labor class conditions, Mr. Somerville's
| platform specifically sets forth that it
is to

ing the war.”
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To place London on a sound footing,
and to control the tax rate that Lon-
don may be ready to strike out for in-
dustrial expansion after the war.
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18,896 VOTERS
ON LISTS FO
JAN. 1 ELECTION

For First Time in Years, All
fay Vote on Every
Question.

BYLAWS ARE CONFUSING

Those Favoring Abolition
Board of Control Must
Vote ‘“Yes."”
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107 are to
be

, of whom

¢ is peculiar in this re-
; there is not a bylaw on which
s alone vote. Every elector
a4 to a frll ballot, the first time
this has happened in recent years.
There are seven bylaws., Four of
them are for grants to certain chari-
es and the like in the city The others
- the abolition of the board of
ntrol, the ssion form of gov-

O comIm

| ernment, and the bylaw to tax govern-

|
I
|

“exercise rigid economy and to!

eliminate all needless expenditure dur- 45
! men.

| which is appealing to the labor men, |

| inancial judgment which appeal to the
businessman and to the properfy owner,
| The success attained in his own busi
ness, the financial experience he h:

i enjoyed and his record as an

istrator both in educational an
circles as president of the board of
governors of the Vestern University

stamp him as a man whose soind judg-
ment can he relied on to fulfil the first
promise of his platform, “to intelligently
direct the tremendously important
work of civic financing.”

Efficiency’'s Appeal.

The third and fourth planks of this
platform strike home with the lesson
of efficiency. Efficiency is the watch-
word of today. It applies to home, of-
fice, store, factory, to the great war,
and in no less degree to the manage-
ment of a city such as London. Mr.
Somerville has been efficient in his own
buginess, Ile has mada a success of

ment, church and other exempted pro-
perty.

There is likely to be some confusion
in regard to some of the bylaws.

If yvou are in favor of the abolition
of the board of control, you must vote
“yes' on the bylaw. If you are in
favor of retaining the board of control
you must vote no.

If you are in favor of the commission
form of government for the city you
must vote yes. If you are against, you
must #ote no.

if you are in favor of taxing all
church property, Government propert
municipal property, you must vote }

There are 18,596 persons on the voters
lists entitled to vote the whole list. Of
hese 4,364 are women, property
r joint property-owners a~d 14532
It will be a wonder if 50 per cent
of the available vote is polled,

Property-owners may voie in e
ward in which they own property,
only for the aldermanic slate
other wards where they do not reside.
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BURNED AT CAPITAL

Loss Estimated at $175,000'

in Fire at Ottawa

ttawa, Dec. 29.—The Borbridge
3lock, at the corner of Rideau and
Mosgrove streets, was completely

{ gutted by fire this morning, causing a|

loss of over $175,000. The stores occu-

jed by S. and H. Borbridge & Co..
erre, Grenier & Co.., and a vacant
store formerly occupied by A. L. Pin-
ard & Sons are a complete loss. The
establishment of M. Davidson, furrier,
at 100 Rideau street, was partially
damaged. The stock of furs belong-
ing to Davidson & Co. was taken out
before any fire touched it, and har-
ness in the store of Porbridge & Co.
wae safely removed.
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| until all danger of a “‘triumph-
{ant barbarism’ had been re-

'moved, until civilization had |

‘f,.defea.ted savagery. In an ad-

dress at the annual dinner of |
the Phi Gamma Della frater-|

i nity, of which he is a member,
| the secretary of war delivered
lin measured terms and scath-
iing language an indictment of
‘the German Government and

. After revealing the deter-
mination of the nation to fight
on for its ideals, and showing

;t“ﬁaﬁ" in his mind there had |

‘been conjuring with

|
{
|

{result will be a donation—a
| donation of new liberty—to

‘all men everywhere.”

TELL FOLK ALL NEWS

OF WAR OPERATIONS,

ADVIGE OF SMITH TO
AMERICAN NATION

Good Way to Keep High the
Morale of the Public.

New York, Dec.

ar censorship be

n instituticn that
people of a nation news which is knov
| to that nation’s fighting men and t
enemy, or should it be an
that gives to a nation the news
without at the same
lic everything which
to the foe.

insti

may be of valie

Great Britain's censor during the first
year of the present war, and who now
js a visitor to this country, Sir Fred-
erieck Kdwin Smith, the attorney-gen-
eral of ¥ngland, and a veteran of the
early fighting, the censorship of any
nation will inq it the most successful
policy tN let the people know every
yle aspect of what has been done,
while, of course, withholding informa-
tion as to what was going to be done
in the way of military or naval action.
Let the People Know.
“Tell what troops have been In com-
bat. Tell how they have fared. Tell
any individual cr collective deeds of
! heroism theyv have performed. Let the
i people know just what their friends
i and neighbors whe went out to fight
| for them are accomplishing,” said Sir
| Frederick last night.

“Provided, of course,”
{ “that we are morally

formation is already
{ handas.

“The morale of a nation at home is
quite as vital a thing to be maintained
as the morale of an army at the front.
}.\nd to my mind, the morale of those
! pack home may best be kept at a high
! point by complete news of
armies.”

100 LIQUOR LICENSES

he continued,
certain this in-
in the enemy’s

CUT OFF AT MONTREAL |

Montreal, Dec. 29.—The license com-
' missioners of Montreal yesterday cut off
l'u)() liquor The city of Mou-
treal is now left with 200 licenses.

licenses.

)

i BIG GEM STEALS.

London, Dec. 29—Publicity given to
:two successful jewel robberies about six
! months ago, has resulted in an epidemic
of such thefts in London, the police say.

Among the latest victims are the
{Duchess of Marlborough and Lady
{ Chesham. A diamond brooch valued at
135,000 was stolen from the duchess at a
irecent society bazaar, while Lady Ches-
i ham lost a diamond ring worth $7,500 at
a similar function.

DIET THANKS NAVY.

Tokio, Dec. 29.—Prior to adjournment
today the Diet unanimously, by a
standing vote. thanked the Japanese
navy for its services in the Paciric and
Indian Oceans, and the Mediterranean
Sea_ in co-operating with the ‘heroic
officers. povies and men of our Allies.”

. the'
| kaiser's peace proposals, Mr. |
| Baker said: ““The result of this ‘
“war will not be the taking
| away from somebody of some- |
‘thing that is theirs, but the |

time making pub- |

In the opinien of the man who was;

their |

board, has plunged the whole easiern section of the
United States and Canada into a cold snap from which
the weather bureau foresees no immediate relief

While record low temperatures may be shown ix
some places, the cold generally does not equal that of
the mid-December snap, but it is none the less effec
tive as an agent of distress and suffering in many
localities where there are coal shortages, intensified
by the increased difficulties of transportation.

BAD AT BCRDER TOWNS.
Windsor, Dec. 23.—Zero weather,
with marrow-chilling winds, brought
another crisis in the border town's
coal situation
The worst cold wave of the season
found this district with pract
no reserve supply of fuel. Snow is
clogging transportation, and hun-
dreds of ho s are down to their
last few pounds of coal.
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EVERYBODY’'S GETTING IT.
Toronto, Dec 29.—All Canada, from
the Rockies to the Atmntic 1is in the
{grip of exceptionally severe zero
| weather today. <algary, which
| rday reportec below zero,
I
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A RECORD AT MONTREAL.
Montreal, Dec. 2! X
above zero to 26 below
| the temperature last
lowest point on a De
teen yvears in this dist
people had their noses, ear
frost-bitten, no reports of serious
(ferinz from the cold has been rec iv
Much delayed by blizzard
tday morning,
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ZERO AT NEW YORK.

New York, Dec. 29.—With

York's coal shortage

today and caused

considerable anxiety.

only two-thirds of the

! daily supply of 40,000 tons w

| yesterday, and the prospects of
'ing the average quola within th
| few days are considered dubious,

k MONTREA/L WELL SUPPLIED.

l Montreal, Dec. 29,.—Just at the pres-
| ent time there is no coal shortage

| Montreal, and owing to the fact

the coal merchants have co-operated
with one another mnobody demanding
coal has failed to secure it,
snap, however has hit the

i hard, and the Montreal Light, Heat and
Power Company has asked the city

' petition the Government to guara

a supply for the spring. Tho
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