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His Excellfiicy. Earl (irey. in roplyiiift t- rhe iiddress of the Ottawa Board of

Tnwie, alluded to the remarkable peographical position of ('Himda, stretrhinj;

as it does between the two oceans. There is in truth no part of the twin con-
tinents north or south of the etjuator, other than the Dominion, which commands
"an Imperial route between Great Britain and the Orient and those preat

British Dominions in the Southf rn Seas of Xew Zealand and Australia."

Thi.s one getj^raphical circumstance greatly elevates the character of the

(juestions discussed in the forecoing pages; it much widens our horizon, and the

sul>ject8 considered become more than domestic questions relating to Canada
alone; we find ourselves on the predestined route of a great highway of the world;
we occupy the gateway between the East and the West, the only pas.sagc for the
.\11-Retl Line through the longitudinal axis of .\nierica from the Straits of Magellan
to the Artctic Ocean.

Viewing the subject from the higher standpoint, the importance of the land
telegraph across ('ana'' . from ocean to ocean, and the .Atlantic Cable from Caniula

to England, as links in 'he Imp»'rial chain, at once becomes obvious. It will be
manifest too, that while both would be of the highest advantage to the IX)minion,

these two links would prove to be a splendid contribution by Canada to ihe whole
l.mpire. .\ddeil to the Pacific Cable already laid, they would complete no less

than half the circle of State-cable telegraphs aroimd the globe.

Let Canada establi.sh these two links in the great Imperial chain and the

remaining links to complete tlic circle will speetlily follow. Then, the policy

lii.-^covertHl by Rowland Hill 70 y<'ars ago, which we find to be so admirably

-

suite<l for long-distance tclfgnii)l)y. may with striking ad\antages, be ap|)lic<i

to the gh)be-girdling system. I'luter that policy, and partly owing to the power
iif scKJing messages in cithi'r ('iicctioii. it will be |)ossil)lc to reiuce greatly the
charges tor transini.s>ioii.

We nuiy rest satistied that evintually the day must <-ome, when, precisely

as we now ha'c Imperial Penny Postage, we will have one uniform telegraph

rate for all tiistai;ces within the ciri le of the l^mpire <ables. .Meanwhile, until

fill' general i)lan sugjtesieil takes shape, and the volume of traflic be more fully

(le\-eli>pe '. if it lie tlim.'.'lit advisalile to introduce the change step by step; that
course can be followed.

The circle of contemph'ted Empire cal'les traverses four oceans, .-ind may
niiercly for tariff pii'-piises.i lie divided into four sections as follows: -

I The North .Atlantic Section -connecting the Iriited Kingdoui and Canada.
-'. The P: cific Section —connectinsrCanaiia with New Zealand and .Vnstnilia.

:i. The Indian Ocean Secli<in coniiectiiii; Australia an<l South .\frica.

4. The South Atlantic Section lomiccling South .\frica with the Inited
Kingdom.

It has already been pointed out that tiietaritVof cliargesin the North .\llant ic

section may easily lie reduced to a imitorm rate of a jienny a letter, ihat is a
chiirge of six pence, per average wiird ol >ix letters, on all ordinary mh—ages
tnin>niitte<i lietween any telegraph station in the Cnited Kingdom and any
telc;;rapli station in Canada, liy ordinary ine->aires is neant, messages made
up of ordinary \\orii> use<l in their or<lijiary sense, ,A practice h.as grown up of


