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af era voyage of forty hours, is pleasantly situated upon
n In

1 of these marly strata, 50 feet or more above the
level of the river. The streets are well laid out, at
right angles to each other, as in most American towns,
bu as the roadway is neither paved nor macadamized,
and the weather happened to be wet when I was there
It was a perfect quagmire, through which beasts of
every kmd struggled as they could.
The Capitol is well situated on an eminence, and, as

he Legislature was sitting, I went to have a look at
them.

I entered a large circular cliamber, below a dome,
where a number of members were sitting at desks
with pens, jnlc, and paper before tbcm. These desl<s
are arranged m circular lines, as scats in a theatre are,
the Uiair occupying the spot that in the theatre would
be the centre front of the stage. This form appears tobe general ,„ the American Houses of Legislatire, andna urally so, for it is well known that this is the form
of building winch enables the greatest numbers of per-sons o hear, and to be heard with ea.e. Stran<.e toMy, the example has not been followed in EnglandS '! "" """ "' ''""'''"'« *'- -- HouLs oft^aihament an opportunity was afforded of makinn- achange m the shape of the chambers
From tlie Capitol the view extends over a thick

forest as far as the eye can reach. The State of Ala-bama ,s but thinly inhabited, the number of inhabitantsto a square mile not being above fifteen, bv the laCensus of 1850.

hit Lt
"'"^ "'"^ "'""^"'"^ "'"' ''«^^ "'' '"iJ tobelong to the eocene formation.


