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Sortie arc of opinion that the fifhcry of bur-

geons, which abound in Hudlbn's river, might

be improved much to the advantage of the co-

lony ; and that, if proper mcafui.s were con-

certed, much profit would arife from Ihip-build-

ing and naval ftorcs. It is certain they have

timber in vaft plenty, oak, white and black

pines, fir, locuft, red and white mulberry, and

cedar; and perhaps there is no foil on the

globe, fitter for the produ^ion of hemp than the

low lands in the county of Albany. With re-

gard to iron ore, a ner'^^ry article, we fhall udd

an extradl from tVe in..'.'pcndant ReBcdor, a

paper lately publifl e^' in /. nerica.

« It is generally i.' "ievf -, that this province

abounds with a vauwty of minerals. Of iron

in particular we have fuch plenty, as to be ex-

celled by no Country in the world of equal ex-

tent. It is a metal of intrinfic value beyond

any other, and preferable to the pureft gold.
.

The former is converted into numberlefs forms,

for as many indifpenfible ufes ; the latter, for

its portablenefs and fcarcity, is only fit for a me-

dium of trade : but iron is a branch of it, and

I am perfuaded will, one time or other, be one

of the moft valuable articles of our commerce.

Our annual exports to Bofton, Rhode-lfland

and Conneaicut, fince the late-aft of parlia-

ment, to England, are far from beihg inconfi-

derable. The bodies of iron ore in the nor-

thern parts of uiis province are fo many, their

quality fo good, and their fituation'fo conve-

nient, in refpea of wood, water, hearth-ftone,

proper fluxes, and carriages, for furnaces,-

bloomeries, and foV|es, that^ with^a little attcn-.

lion we might very foon rival iiic Swedes in tiis

o produce


