
PEEL'S UNrRlNCirLED AND FATAL COURSE.

the EroxoMiiiTK ; a bodv whieb the Inndowmn, if true to themirlvM, nnd in eonoert witli I lie people, coiinot fail to (Ufeit."—5.>
Jamei tiraham'i Ptimphlet on Com aud Currtnq/, publhhed in 1827.

" lie liegged the hoiue would pay particular attention to tlie petition which he held in hi* hand. It wm of no common olianio-

ter, but that of a sreat and imoortant body, all of the Hrat ronneotabilltv, praying that tliow nMulutioiiH wliicli were intended to

be iubmitted to tie Iioumi mlglit not bo carried into effuct. llo bogged leave to itate hii opinion, that thu pctitioneii were the
beet Judge* of *uch a meaaure. lie would add also, that nllhoush tliov were intimately conneotrd with nil that concerned the wel-
fan of the country, tho nioat experienced men. and the beat qiiulitivd n-om their connection with our miuiiilactui-ci and commeroe,
»«( they had not btm txamined by the rommittee ; he hoped, therefore, that before a meainrc 3o destructive of the conimeroial inter-

cat* ol tho country wa* passed, (nnd when he said that, honourable niembe>^ would conclude every other interest to be combined with
tlMMW, and to go along with them,) the house would pnH«o awhile, in order to collect that infoniintioii which they so particularly

wanted. In lookimj at tho rtport$ ivhieh had htr.n fntUithed on the luhjert, he mtiit toy, that the u'iiiic>${» nun' not inen likely m
'five ami information to government, not men no/uaiiiled v/M the flute of the country ; thf lait men who thouhl huve been ouestiontd,

if government waMed to arrive at the meritt of the tare"

of Parliament in 1830 (with which I shall close tho Introductory Article), ought to put an end to the notion that, 'in expreaainK
our irt«cnncilcable objections to i'cel'* principles and meuaures, wo have any personal hostility to the Right Honourable linrt.

" And it may not be inapropoi that I here quote the following from my letter in tho Glasgow Re/ormert' Gazette of 14tb March, as
proring the inestimable value of colonial trade a* well ns the hiohtt fluctdation which is thc i (sepahaulk cuabaotir or tbadk
WITH ALT. OOURTMKI WHIflH ARC BKTOND THIt PALI OV OCR OWN CURREKCT LAWr AND RR0ULATI0N8 : ' I dcsiro shortly tO rCOUr tO the SUb-

jeet of ooloniid trade to show it* infinite superiority over a foreign trnde, or a merely manufaetv -imj commerce, and I take my figuraa

nvm the official (tntements. of the export* and import* of Great Britnii. in 1843, not having the later roturiis at hand. In the trade

with Britain and her colonies in tho western world, about 00,000 nenmon are vcarly employed, for whom tho amount of wage* and
cost of provi*ions cannot be le*s than £3,SOO,000 per annnni ; and the repairs, insurance, and replacing of capital in the ships
£4,000,000 more. In the tntda between Britain and India and China, 10,000 seamen are employed, and at a similar rate their
wages, provisions, Ac. will amount to £000,000 ; and the replacement of capital and inoreaae £800,000 ; in all, £1,300,000. The
whole, or ncnrly the whole of the suppNe* peces*ary to maintain these seamen and tonncge, are tho productions of British soil and
labour, which, in a national point of view, shows the superiuritv ol such a trade over h merely manufarturing commerce. A com-
parison of tho trade of the eastern with that of the western world, taking the value of import* and exports, stands nearly thus :—
From nnd to China and tite East Indie*, about £16,000,000 ; and from and to British North America and tho West Indian Coloniea,

£14,000,000. It thus appear* that the latter or Britisn America'.) trade requires nearly five times more ships, tonnage, and seamen
to oarry it on, than the former or trade to all India and China ! thereby alfording an incalculable advantage to a naval power, and
the support of a nnval force, and also to the employment of British Inhour and capital. From the official stateraoiit of toe exports
and Imports of Groat Britain to tho different part* of the world for the year 1843. to which we have alluded, we find that the whole
weight of cotton yarn and cotton goods exported from Great Britain annually is 120,000 tons, and the vatuo £23,000,000. It fol-

lows, then, that one-half the tonnage employed in carrying the West Indian exports (value £2,882,441) would be suffioient to carnr
the whole cotton export trade of this countr^ ; and as regard* the North American trade, one-seventh of tho tonnage would be sum-
cieni to carry all that cotton trade about whieb Mr Cobden Ims made such a noise, but whose real and gre:it intrinsic importance t*
the enviire, no nf I'ioulturist nor colonist ha* ever shown any disposition to undervalue that I am aware of. I cannot better finish

off this Btateme>"i than by repeating that, while the trade of B. Ameriea and the West Indies, stated inl843.to be only £14,000,000,
employs 2,000 snipn of 070,000 tons*, and 00,000 seamen, our trnde with the United States, estimated at £'23.000,000 three-fifths be-
ing imports of raw cotton, Ao„) is carried in 300 ships of 233,000 tons; and the import from China, amounting to £0,000,000 is

brou|ht in 84 ships of 30,713 ton*. The trade of America wA(!n our euton;^ in 170Uemployed, on the avemgo of three years, 1,078
ships, and 38.010 seamen, and tho value of the goods taken from Great Britain was £3,370,000 ; the exports of tlie colony being
£9,M4.000. The population of the United States is now nearly ten times what it then was, without any great permanent increase
hi our exports to America, (cause* over which we had no control, brought them down in the year 1842 to £3,028,807.') Before closing

n|y remark*, 1 desire to recur to the disingenuouf oonclusiun oF Sir Robert Peel's great speech, which I have quoted from. Yes, the
Premier triumphantly concludes—* Thii it what you have to decide by your vole on this tjueetion— Will you advance or will yott tt-

eedt f And again—' What tkould b€ the motto of a country like thie ! Should it advance or retrograde /' Now, Sir Robert Fed
knew full well that he had not shown, and could not show, how frxs tradb is to advance, even tem|>(>rarily, any one of the gre«t
interests of this country. And Sir Robert Peel knew, moreover, that neither has any class of politicians, nor any body of men in
England felt, or expressed, any wish or determination to rrckdi or retrooradb in the ubbrauxt op ovb lboislatioii for the regn-
Ution of commeroe. Nor is Sir Robert Peel ignorant of the fact that all pabtibs arb wii.lino and anxious to advancr to the greatest
extent thev think they can without giving a tiatal blow to the industry of our own people, whether artisan* or agrioulturisls. All

that Sir Robert Peel's former friend* oharge him with is that he show* HiMSEur detbrmined to oo forwars in toe dark ! They
aniy demand an explanation, and it seems high time tliat they should do so, when they can now «ee in the Premier teareely tht $ha-
dow of bis former principles. Pausing,—Sir Robert Peel's followers simply address their political leader a« Hamlbt did tne Ghost
efhis fathei^-

A<iml«(—VThither wilt thou lead met

i-^Sibx,'
i K

Speak ! I'll go no further.

<7Aof(—Mark me. [This is Su' R. Peel to the life.] .

Ifamlet—1 will.

Ghoit—Mv hour is almost come,
''^'^'' """ " Wlien I to sulph'rous and tormenting flames
'*'*'!.'" Must render up myself. ..„ ,'

.i,...^

ffamlet—Maa ! poor Ghost

!

" But the melancholy fact is that the British Government is now, and has for more than tw?nty yeara been, in hards <io morally
Keek ns to have no real control of tlio greater affiiirs and interests of the country. Tlie statesmen of tho present day .-cpire to no
laoretlian to iw (apparently unconcerned) lookert-on at the fi^jhta of the Free Traders ni;ainst the Protoctioniiits. and ihe Free-
iwnken sgainat the Protestants, and side with tho winning party /or i/ie time being. Such men ns Chatlium, I'itt, Fox, i:ttrl Grey,
Gmoing, Wilberforce, and Anti-Corn-Law Villioi's, disdained to count number* in their moral contests ; but the present, nnd most
ef our government* since the days of Canning, have not had tho moral power in England and her dependencies, even of the Norths
mA Walpoles of the last century."—From the Glasgow Heformert' Gazette of 8th April, 1810, being my answer to the Man'-herter

0ttardian.

GENERAL REVIEW.

, The EKrPremier had better have resigned himself to the tender mercies of bis old than hi* new friends. '' Save mo from my
friends," ifapplicable t» oM friends, is yet more so to new ones ; and Peel should not have forgotten that in bis place in I'arliamen^

ha has acknowledged that the loss of respect i« only on the part of his quondam friendr towards him, not on his pnrt towi^rdB

that patriotic, however mistaken band. H^ should have asked his own breast whether it is not even now the pride ui' lii<< heart te

havelwen an instrument in rearing tlils living monument to principle " aire perenniut." Was it an easy thing for Peels old friends

to part with a leader of unrivalled tact if not talent ? This was only more easy for them than to torsake thrir piiiuiples, and
te prefer their party to their country. Peel knows that they did not part with him rashly, and even at last that they did so more in
grief ihMi in anger. Had not their rcapect for hi* practical talents, compared to contemporaneoua statesmen. »liiu theii- uiu«

against what Sir James Graham called *'tA« iiMurrwiion o/ o j>opii/oe«" on the subject of Peel'* Money Law f And in Die ease of

ISa Emanoipation of the Catholic* did they not t:o farther with him than any lover of constitutional government ohii over pardon,
(howevermuchlikeniyKclfheniay hare desired the emancipation), when at that ti'ne they pa«'<ed over Peel's delinquency to the
ee^Mtitueneies of the empire, arguing that tt wof at leatt a generout act, and one which gave something to a desert, iig portion of

• In giving up our Western Colonies to tho United States, Peel nearly doubk* their l.nnage in Foieiji trade nhich was, in

1848, 1,341,313 tons.


