
with rert>rence to this policy—wlien I am now aUlo to submit, after aa

exporienoe of less than three yoara, its results- T t: ust that I will )>•

able to coi'vince them even that this policy h-is had tmicli to do wi<-l\

bringing about the present state of affairs in llii > roui:tiy. 1 legret,

Sir, that 1 was not in the House either on Tuesday or yesterday after-

noon (circumtances preventing my being })resent) to liear the speeches

delivered by the lion, raembeis for Houth Brant and Norfolk. I

recollect, last year, that the hon. member for South Erant led up, as

ou the present occasion, a discussion of the policy of the Government,

and the effect of the Tariff, in advance of ihc: statement of the Budget

Speech, and I called the hon. gentleman's attention, on that occasion,

to the fact that it was not usual to pursue such a course. The hon

member told me we had been so long in bringing down the Budget, six

weeks having elapsed, he could wait no longer
; yet, on the present

occasion, though not a fortnight had oLipnt'd since the opening of Par-

liament, the hon. member was again to th- front, anticipating, as on a

former occasion, the discussion tl^at usually takes i)laco after the

financial statement. Sir, he was foliovred yesterday by the hon. mem-

ber for Norfolk on the fiscal policy of tlie Government. I could not

help thinking that the hon. meinhLr for Geutre Huron may, by-and-

bye—when the time arrives so much hoped for by hon. gentlemen

opposite, when the present Oppo:;ition ;;hail change phict.« with us

—

find some riv.als for the position ho formeily occu})led ; but Ihe iion.

members for Sovith Brant and Norfolk—provided they adopt our policy,

wliish, as I have stated on previous occasioj:s, is the only course for

them to pursue in order to get on tlii^ side of the House— will have

the advantage of the hon. member for Centre Huron, because they can

point to the empliatic, impressive and admirable speeches they delivered

some three or four years ago in favour of a protective policy. Sir, the

position of the Government when thoy introduced what is called the

National Tolicy was a difficult one, because they had a difficult question

to deal with. There w»s necessarily a great deal of speculation with

respect to the effect of the adoption of that policy, even in the minds of

some of its friends and advocates. There was a question in their minds,

as well as in the minds of hon. gentlemen opposite, whether, if it

jjroved to be a protective policy, v.e would obtain sufficient revenue
;
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