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selves into .separate associalioiis for carrying on the Imsiness

of Banking, under the respective styles of " The Montreal

Bank" and "The Quebec Bank"—both of which Institu-

tions are still in existence.

Meanwhile, there was scarcely any improvement in the

character of the circulation. Importations of specie were

made from time to time from Eng-land, by the Military

authorities, for the use of the army ; and some British coins

were brought in by immigrants : these w^ere of course re-

garded, and preferred, as the most desirable currency the-

country could have.

At the North-East corner of this l)uilding, there is

deposited in the foundation stone, a casket containing the

following pieces o/ Gold, Silver and Copper Coins of Great

Britain

:

^^ , , ,
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"; One (iiiiiiea of the year 179^ y',: i-- ' f -'

''

:::':'':^^,/:^;s_ Uiu! half <iuin«ii " 1S04 '<;<-)
Otic (liinl (jiiiniiii " 1811(5

One (luartoi' (jiiinoa " 17i'2 ^ " V

(tne .silver iiii'co of five sliilliii;;^ " isn4

" one shilling " 1787 ^^
' " Olio sixpcnco " 17S7

" one penny " 1800 v.'

•• an Irish fivepcnL-e '' 1805 .

One eojiper, Biili:^h half-penny " ISflO !^ </s

One •• IrUh " " 1805

Whore I presume they still remain—to beguile the future

Historian or Antic[uary, centuries hence, into the belief

that such were the coins current in Canada at the time

the stone was laid—the 17th of June, 1809.

And now I think I cannot ask you to listen any longer.

On some future day, with your leave, I will proceed with

my subject. We have now reached the mo:st interesting

part of our linancial history—that which is related to the war


