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for reflection ; and although we did not yet quite under-

stand how far the day had gone against us, an uneasy feel-

ing of self-condemnation must have come up in the minds

of most of us ; while, above all, we now began to realize

what the loss of this battle meant to the country. Then,

too, we know not what had become of all our wounded com-

rades. Reaction, too, set in after the fatigue and excite-

ment. For myself, I had found out for the first time that

besides the bayonet-wound in my leg, a bullet had gone

throughmy left arm, just below the shoulder, and outside

the bone, I remember feeling something like a blow just

when we lost the lane, but the wound passed unnoticed

till now, when the bleeding had stopped and the shirt was

sticking to the wound.

This halfhour seemed an age, and while we stood on this

knoll the endless tramp of men and rumbling of carts along

the downs besides us told their own tale. The whole army

was falling back. At last we could discern the adjutant

riding up to us out of the dark. The army was to retreat

and take up a position on Epsom Downs, he said ; we should

join the march and try and [find our brigade in the morn-

ing; and so we turned into the throng again, and made our

way on as best we could. A few scraps of news he gave us

as he rode alongside of our leading section; the army had

held its position well for a time, but the enemy had at

last broken through the line between us and Guildford, as

well as in our front, and had poured his men through the

point gained, throwing the line into confusion, and the first

army corps near Guildford were also falling back to avoid

being outflanked. The regular troops were holding the

rear ; we were to push on as fast as possible to get out of
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