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Tho feite of tliJH Inrgo and handsome city, wns, In 1793, occu-

pied by a siiiMrlc Indian W'iMrwnni (1'ulboi, vol. i., 100) : intmbitod

L as \V(»iild appear from Uouchclte (vol. i., p. HO), by two lamilioa

of MiHsiri8uugns. A few years ago I lind tlio |)leasuro cf dining

« with an old turnicr on tht; Dun, who told nie that hi3 built, I for^'ot

wlicliior the first or Fccond h()ll^•e in it. The Idt, on Kii)<f Sl...jt

ol' course, was given him for nothing, on condition of building on it;

Olid ho might have liad as many aa ho pleased on the same terms.

The Guvcmmfiil IIouso was at that time a tent ; erected, F believe,

in the ravine I'lasl of the present site of the Parliament BnildingR.

Having been un old liOyalist Volunteer, my friend received liia

. supplies of Hour from the Commissariat, there being then none to

bo had anywhere el.ie. lie had tho choice of tho whole neighbour-

hood, including the present si; 3 of greater part of the city, as a

farm ; hut he selented the bank of the Don, three miles from thii-',

' on accouiil of its being better land—a choice which will not sur-

prise any one if the description given by Talbot makes any approach

to the truth. Ilis account, wiiich we quote as a curiosity, is as

follows :

—

" The flitwation of the town is very unliealtliy ; for it stands on n piece

of low marshy land, which i^^ better calculated ibr a troji-pond, or beaver
meadow, ilian lor tiie residence of imnian beinos. 'J'lic inlialiiiants are, on
tills account, inncli subject, particularly in spring and autumn, to ayues
and intermittent levers ; and probably live-sevenths of the |)eo|)le are an-

nually alfeoted with these complaints. He who first fixed upon liiia spot
• us the site ot" ilie capital of Upper Canada, vviiatever prtdelictiou he may
have liad lor the roarinj; ol frojrs, or lor the eflluvia arising from stagnated
Waters or putrid veiietabies, can certainly have had no trreat regard for

preserving the lives of his Majesty's subjects. The town of York possesses
one great advantage, which is that of a good but defenceless harbour."

—

(Vol. i. p. Iir2.)

It was in 1791 (Bouchette, vol. i. p. 89) that the ground was
fixed on and the Government Buildings commenced. The population

of the city was :

—

In 1801 330 1817 1,200 1826 1677
^ 1830 2,860 1832 4,000 1842 1.5,336

1845 19,706 1850 25,106 It is now, 1852, 30,-

763. According to the census returns for last year, the assessed

value of property in the City of Toronto was £3,116,400. The
annual value at 6 per cent, amounts to £186,983 5s., on which
there is a taxation of £17,429.

Goods imported at the Port of Toronto during the year 1851:

—

-j; For duty, £656,552 3 8

^^ Free, 38,045 3 7

^ Total duties collected, 94,330 5 8
Exports to United States Ports, 81,841 19 8

^
No precise account was kept of the Exports from Toronto to Mon-
treal, Quebec, or the Ports on Lake Ontario and the River St.


