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present occasion—to spcaU, but not to vote. Mr.
Oourlny hereupon cairio forward, and addrossinfj

himself to the chair, rxpressod his {jreat patiNfac-

tion at BPcinj; the nioasnrps wliich ho had had the

hnppincpa to nnpffcst to the public of (Ippor (Cana-

da, so far matured, in the nioetinir of this Conven-
tion. Ho Kiiid that these medsuroH wouhl have had
the most coinpli'to success, but for uuforoHCcn and
unexpected iiitluencrs: that it was obvious, from
the bpiriiwiinir, that many men, accustomed to draw
profit from corruption, or enjoyuicnl from the ex-

ercise of arbitrary power, would oppose measures
tendincif to refreirih the body-pidiiic, p.tid restrai'-

the licentiousness of ill-refj;iilale(l authority; but

it could not Imvfvbeon supposed, that Ihcrn would
have appeared men so base as to injure a pood and
prent jjubliccnui-c, frtuu mere wanton uial'jvolence,

or to pratify private pi(pie and reven^rp ; far loss,

that any of those men who represeiiltd tlio people

in Parliament, would take arms npainsl measures,
not only pure, but haviu;r in view the very ends
which the Asspud)ly had repeatedly strove to at-

tain. Thiit such had been the case, was, luiwevcr,

unfortunately loo true; and the machinations of
such parties lia<l held buck that frank iind coiilidinsf

support to the cause, which (ortaiiily would have
prevailed throufjiiout. I'rom the unbiassed ti'diiifTS

of the jjeoplo. Mr. (!. said, that. Worn his kiu)w-
ledpo of the pidilic mind, there was only rcfjuired

a little tinu! to pet over every ditliculty raised by
lyinp reports and evil iidlueiices—that ho had po-

sitive information, that, even already, many people

who had been at first stnppered under ignorance
of the truth, and the novidty of proposed mea-
sures, wore fust adoptinp more liberal eenliments,

-and heartily wishinp us well, though they had lost

the opportunity of choosiiiir representatives to

ppcak for them on this occasion: that it woidd he
of infinite consequence to rive time for rellection

;

and, as there was but one prent interest in the
ronntry, so there mipht be the most harmonious
cflbrt possible made to p-omote it. Under circum-
stances, then, ho would propose a clianpe of mea-
sures : he would propose, instead of sendinp home
a Commission directly, to his Royal lliphness the
Prince Repent, that a Deputation should wait on
the Governor as soon as i<rrived, or, should pro-
ceed to meet him at Quebec : that this Deputation
ehonld present two petitions—one to tho Prince,
with a request, that he, (tho Governor,) should im-
mediately send home the same to be presented at

the first levee : that another petition should bo pre-
sented to himself, prayinp that he would inmicdi-
atcly dissolve the presort Parliament, and issue

writs for a new election—that he would meet tho
new Parliament with all possible dispatch, and
recommend, as its first preat object, (after peltinp
the annual supply voted,) to proceed to an inquiry
into the state of tho province, and have n Commis-
sion appointed to po home with the result, in time
to have the same laid before the Imperial Parlia-

ment, in the early part of next session. Mr. G.
said that, in his address of the 2nd of April, he
had asserted that there was little to be expected
from change of representatives or Governors. He
would now qualify that assertion. The appoint-
ment of the Duke of Richmond to bo Governor-
in-chief of the Canadas, was an auspicuous event.

The Duke of Richmond was a rare character—one
who had pr cd that Royalty itself could lot make
him stoop to indipnity, and one who had nobly
supported the rights of the people of England.

Ho had lonp ago maintained, tliat every man who
paid taxes should have a vote m Parliamentary

election, und his opinion had been pronrlly quoted

by the lovers of rationul reform, upon every occa-

sion since. In this country, v. e had the fullest

privilepes as to the choice of refirescntatives—the

fullest security tluit taxation never coidd be madn
oppressive to th(> couunuiutv. Wo had nothinpto
ex|)ect from the Duke of Riclimond as to this; but

his former conduct and de(lared opinions, were
(juile clicerinp to our hoj)es, of his heartily joining

in every elfiu't for the puldic good ; and Sir Pero-

prine Alaillnnd, with such an example, and with
such an adviser, wo mipht be well nssurnl, will be

forward in porforminp Imnorably and well, tlio high
and i(riportant duties entrusted to him. As to a

clianpo of representiitives, tliero was, at this time,

c(ui-i(leriilde h<>[)e. Meifs minds were now roused

to the full iniptirlanct! of having res|)e(Uable cha-

racters in Assendily : limy had scon the evil con-
se(piences from too much iiulitH^rence as to this

;

and, in fact, the Parliamentary character had fiillon

so low, that r(^sp('ct^blo men had, for years, decli-

ned coming fu'ward, as catulidates. Now, he wna
conviiir'cd that nien of sohd worth and jiul'jmcnt

woidd oiler themselves, and that while all were
alive to public interests, every voter wonhl seri-

ously tliiidv of the character he supported. There
were now in Assend)!y, several men (piite a dis-

griico to their situation. These men, ho thought,

would certainly not now ho returned; and such as

were still in favor with their constituents, from
nprighlness of intention, (and there was a consi-

derable proportion that ho believed to be worthy,
honest men, such as |ierhaps could not be excel-

led,) that he was suro theso men would resume
thr r duties, with increased et.ergy and dctprmina-

tion, to recover to the country that chnracter ami
credit, which their remissnesH had unhajipily tend-

ed to degrade and dissipate."

These mciisures retpiiring tinic fir rellection, it

was moved by Mr. Washlmrn, and carried, that

this meeting do adjourn till to-morrow, at 9 o'clock.

Yorl\ I'licfdiii/, 7th July, 1313.

This day the Convention being met, and Richard
Beasley, Esq. in tho chair—Mr. Washburn rose,

and after making some remarks on the proposala

yesterday brought forward, submitted tho follow-

ing Resolutions for consideration—viz:

Resolved, \sf. That whilst tliis Convention holds
it one of tho most sacred rights of British subjects,

at all times, directly to petition the throne of their

Sovereign, relative to their grievances : yet, never-
theless, under the present peculiar existing circum-
stances of this country, tho mendiers of this Con-
vention, as well out of respect to that honorable
body, the Comnuins House of Assembly of Upper
Canada, as for other causes, deem it their most in-

dispensable duty, on this important occasion, to

recommend, in the strongest terms, to their fellow

subjects resident in thjs province, a spirited, formal
and respectful application to that honorable House,
for an inquiry into the state of tho province.

2nd. That John Clark, Cyrus Sumner and Ro-
derick Drake, Esqrs. be a permanent Committee,
for the management of the afluirs of this Conven-
tion, and that they, as soon as may bo practicable,

prepare a respectful Petition, praying for inquiry,

and expressive of grievances, (for the immediate
sanction of this Convention,) to be by them circula-


