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liberties. The fmallnefs of our courtry, compar-

ed with Franctt is no difadvantage to us i but the

fmallnefs of our numbers. Were our inhabitants

as numerous as thofe of France, we (hould derive

an advantage from the fmallnels of our Ifland, as

we (hould be better able to defend its coafts, than

if as large again. But as we fall (hort of France

in numbers, the fecurity that we thereby lofe

muft be made up by the fuperierity of our n4vy.

The number of our inhabitants, and the (Irength

of our navy added to each other, mu(t put us up-

on a par with the French i and then the circum-

ftance of our being an lAand will glye us a fufHci-

ent fecurity againlt alV hoftile attempts from that

ambitious people. Upon the fuppofition that we

jncreafed in populoufnefs much more in proportion

than the French^ the ftrength of our navy might

be decreafed without danger, in the fame degree

as the ftrength of the inhabitants was increafed

;

but if on the other hand the fupprior ftrength of

our navy ftioujd increafe with the growing ftrength

of the inhabitants, our fecurity is greatly promoted

:

and this is what may be naturally expected ; how-

ever as the increafe of irihabitants will not weak-
en our navy, and adds ftrength to the community,

hence it appears of what importance it is to in-

creafe them, which (hould be done by removing
:as much as po(rible all thofe obftacles to matrimo-
ny by which numbers are kept fingle, and by en-

couraging fuch foreigners to fettle among us, whofe
good behaviour we c&.i rely upon. But then, as
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