
Hearne's Journey. ny
Religion, as a rule of Jife, has not fn

begun to dawn among the northern Indiana*

fuperftitipus as th^y are. Yet thejr think s^nd

fptak rcfpeftfully of the devbtion ofotherfj-

:uid fome of them are not unacquainted with

the hiftory of the great Author of Chrifti-

anity. Matonabbct*, who, our author fays,

was one of ilie befl informed and fenfible

men he ever knew among* them, gave the

following account of his countrymen.—
" Their only obje<Sl is to confulc their inte-

reft^ inclinations, and pafTions ; and to pafs

through this world with as much eafe and
contentment ^s poflible} without any hopes

of reward, or painful fear of puniihment in

the next.'* Thefe are the fentiments and the

objects of the irreligious in all countries,

ho^ievermuch policy may teach themtodlf-

guife their thoughts.

When the aurora borealis is very brigli*,

and varying much in form, colour, and fitu-

ation, they fay their deceafed friends are ve."

ry merry ; but the immortality of the foul is

by no means a general belief among the

northern Indians ; though their fouthern

neighbours have certainly feme faint ideas

of it. Yet they are very fuperftitioiis with

refpeft to the exiftence of federal kinds of

furies, whom they call Naiit-c-fta, and whom
they preter\d fomeiimes to fee. Thcfc are
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