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A S B RMO N before the Society
^^.^,

Nuaibervwould amount to very near three Hun-
,

drcdi And no Wonder, that th^ "who were en-*-

tirely ignoraat of the real Source of human Mi-i

feiyy (hould be at a Lofs ki difcovermg the true

Method to redrefs it. They all few clearly that'

Man, in. his prcfent State o£ Imperfection, frail, and

abounding even from within himfelf with num-
berlefs Cauies of Evil and Sorrow, .could never. I

have originally come thus framed out of the Hands

of a perfed Creator. One of them calls him the '

Child of a Step-mother, rather than of a kind

indulgent Parent : Others . imagined the Bocfyi to

be a Prifon, into which the Soul was committed

by way of Punifhment for Tran%re£Gons commit-

ted in fome former State ; whence the Opinions-

of Prae-exiftence, and Tranfmigration of Souls, the :

Parents of >infinite Superftition and Folly in the

Pagaa.Worfliipi took Rifcj and prevailed gene-

rally among the Followers of Pythigoras and

Plato, And yet it is oblervable, that whenever a .

Ray of Light flicne in upon the Mind through

all this Ignorance and Darknefs, fo as to let the

Truth ia upon it, we find the Soul naturally foare

ing towards Heaven, and'. placing all her folid

Hopes of Happinefs there. The wifeft and moft

admired among the Ancients agree, that Happinefs •

is ©nly to be acquired by living according to the

Ruks of Virtue -, which Plato and his Followers

derive ftom Godj and therefore, found then* Hapy

pinefs^
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