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In hi- jircsiiltntial aiMrtss l)ctori' the theniiral section of
the British Assneiati(jn. Ci. T. Heilliv said :

iTdiii the early hes,'innin^'s of eivihzatKJn K"l'i I'^'s ''fon

highi\- prize"! ami ea,t,'erlv soui^'ht after. Human Hfe has been
treelv saerifueil in it^ aenuireinent froin natural sourees, as well

as in its t.ireiMe seizure fnmi thnse who alreadv possessed it.

The 'Aj^'e of flold' was not nei issaril\- the '(loliien .\^v.' for

the nolile nietal, in its unii|ue ami liarl.arie splendor, lias svinhol-
ized niueh that has luen unworth\- in national and individual
aims and ideals. With the advent of the industrial a^'e f^'old was
destined to take a new plai e m the world's historv as the ^'reat

medium of e.\ehan,i,'e. the .i^reat proiiiotor of industrv and com-
merce. While individual .ifain still rnn.iined the jir -pellin.i,' power
toward its disco\cr\- an<l ac()uisiti<in, evi^ry fresh diseoverv led

directly or indirectlv to the freer interchange of the products of

industry, and thus reacted fa\dral>lv on the inciustrial and social

coniliticjns of the time. So lont; as the chief sujjplies of gold
were olitaiiii'd from alluvial deposits hy the simjile process of

washins,'. the winning of ,i,'old almost necessarilv continued to he
pursued h\ individuals, or 1)\- small ,L,'roui)s of workers, who were
niainl\- attracltd ],v the hi.,dil\- speculative nature of the occupa-
tion. These workers endured the un-atest hardships and ran the
most seriou> pergonal risks, drawn on from dav to dav l.v the
hope that some s],,.,!;,! stroke of ^'oo<l fortune would he theirs.

This cor.,liti,..n prevailed also in fi(dds in which the reef j,'old

occurred near the surface, where it was easily accessihlc without
costly minnii,' appliances, and where the ;)recious metal was
looselv assoeiated with a wialhered matrix. These free-milling'

ores could he readily handled hv irushins; ami anial^.amation
with mercurv, so that here also no elaborate or,i,'anizalion and no
Ki'e.il exjiendiluie of capital Wire necossarw A thirci staj^e

was readied when the more easil\ -worked deposits above the
water-hne had, been Worked out Xot onlv wre more co.stly

apphanci s and more elaboratelv otyanizi'ci efforts required to
.-.n;-,;,- ir.v ,,,\ ;,, Hk- Mni.ne. nut liie ore. wiien oiitained. contained


