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Religious, Intelligence.

"Tii: UNIrîA) ClItItîClI OrC&A Y
The negotiations for the union of three

Churches ln Canada liave attracted
worid-wide attention. Nearly ail of the
religlous journals, and miany ot the
secular ones, devote much space to spe-
ecml comment upon thfs theme. Thiese
coninients are almost entlrely con-
gratulatory. The Toronto Globe bas ren-
dered imp)ortant service by printing the
expressions of opinion by men of lglit
and leading la the thiree Churches In
varlous parts of the countr-y. It ls a
surprise to flnd hiow generaily thiese are
favorable expressions. 0f course there
ar-e a few doubting Thomases, a few who
iagnlfy the differences and overlook the
great harmionies, whio advise uis to be
careful and go slow ; but the overwhelm-
lng consensus Is lu favor, not of federa-
tion, but of organie union. We have re-
ceived correspondence fî-om varlous parts
of the United States, froîin the Atlantic to
the Pacifie, witii reference to an account
we wrote ln tie Christian Herald of tVils
great movement, and ail of these are of
devout thanksg-iving for the ieading o!
dlivine providence. We quote from the
Literary Digest some of the press comn-
mient on this subjeet :

IlAn extraordinary movement, ln somne
respects, not l)aralleled for several cen-
turies," is the phrase by which the New
York Christian Advocate (MVethodist)
characterizes the movement toward union
between the Presbyterian, Metbodist and
Congregationalist Churches in Canada.
The Z>report of the joint committee of
these three denomînations, just pub-
lishied, is described by the Toronto Globe
as Ilthe niost remarlzable ecclesiastical
document issued in Protestant Christen-
(bmn since the Reformation."' Ail the in-
dications seemi to point to the ultimate
consumination o! this union, and the
naine tentatively chosen for the new
rhurcli is IlThe United Church of
Canada." Th e Interior (Presbyterlan,
Chicago) writes o! the union planned as
IIthe nîost radical and remarlzable coali-
tion of churches that has been proposed
siîîce the Reformation brought la the ci-a
o! denominational divisions." Zion's
Hierald (Methodist), Boston, reminds uis
that Canada in the past lias led the way
iu effecting denomnational unions.

The Chiristian Advocate remarks edf-
torlally : Il Thiis experinient in acd Of its
stages shouid receiî'e the concentrated
attention of thc Protestantisrn o! the
world. If It succeed It will miake feasible
the only reasonable plan for thc dii-
tion o! the number o? distinct coin-
munlons."

The Presbyteî-ian (Toronto, Canada)
thinlis tint the prospects are brigit for
a consumimation o! the proposed union.
It says ." There wili be no unseenily
haste ; in thc nature of things tiiere ean-
not be. It will takce some littie time to
prepare the basis and have It pronounced
upon ultimately by tic body of the peo-
ple. Agr-eement as to the thlngs that
may be given up, and the things thiat
shahl emain, wlll flot conie ln a moment,
but It wlll come. There Is an ox-ganîz-
ing power of Its own la a great, struc-
tural, co-ordinatîng movement like thîs.*

The Pi-esbyterlan Banner (Plttsburg.
Pa.) commients as follovs : «"We would
hardly thinkz a union o! these tlîree
Chuiches possible in thus countî-y, but it
appeais to be possible only a few miles
to the north of us, and lt Is the Lord's,
(loing, and mai-veflous ln oui- eyes. Thc
Spirit o! the Lord, however, is not re-
stricted by geggraphical boundai-les ýand
red and blue lhues on tic map, and Nvhat
tic Spir-it can dIo thiere He may do-.here."

The Methodists ln Canada number
916,659, the Presbytc-rians 842,016, and
tic Congregationalsts 2.q,000. Thus, as
Thc Churci Standard (Protestant Eps-
copal, Philadelpia) points out, the new
Church wll enter upon its work with, a
mcmbership o? 1,78G,676, "incarly one-
tiîd o? the population o? tic ,çiTOle of
Canada.",
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Those who hold that the z'al Of th?~
Cliuî-ces is pî-omoted by a divel-SitY O!
denomimations would find nwîM'h satizf'e-
ing matter upon whici to ruini;rate, hi
the churci statisties foi- 1905, als Dub-
lislied by the Chr-istian Advocate. Neiv
Yorkc. These statistics ar-e foi- the United
States only. but witiin its houndai-les we
find 134 distinct denominations, an;o-1g
thcmi seventeen division.s of the 'M th-
odis-t Church, thli-teen lzinls ()! Bapfsts.
and twelve vaýrietie3 o? Pî-esbyterianis.'-


