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But now in the North west where par-

RECIPROCITY WITH THE UNITED S1niS. :

The question of trade relations Letween
Canada and the TTnited States is vne
that hns engaged the attention of states-
men of the former for over thirty years,
and seems to grow in importance with
them as time advances  Unfortunatcly
it is ditlicult te reason such a question as
a purely trade one, without national
prejudice, and while such is the case sel
fishness in judging the matter must re
main in the ascendancy  From 1862 up
to about two venrs ago the press of the
United States frowned on the idea of
reciprocity with Canada, although from
the Canadinn side there have been many
overtures for an arrangement, some of
which savored not a little of national
toadyisin,
however, and it must be acknowledged
that in a great measure the turning is the
result of the Canadian Protection policy
introduced in 1879. Small as American
manufactavers may deem Canada as a
trade field its loss has been o serious one
to them, and as a natural consequence
American trade journals as a rule now
advocate reciprocity with Canada, but
reciprocity wpon a principle that would
open Canadian markets to them, and close
them ageinst the products of Luropean
manufacturers. Reciprocity of that de-
seription would certainly be a profitable
arrangement for the United States, al-
though it might not, prove so for Canuda.

Strange as it may seem the above one-
sided style of reciprocity is not without
its advocates in the Dominion, and still
stranger it must seem that the bulk of
these advocates are to be found in the
ranks of the political party which has free
trade as one of its professions if not of
its dogmas. ‘These parties who object so
strongly to the Canadian Tariil laws, with
their average of some twenty-five per
cent, on foreign manufactured goods, pro-
fess to believe that the commercial and
industrial progress of the Dominion
would be greatly assisted by a system of
commercial unity with a nation whose
average tariffs are somewhere in the
neighbiorhuod of sixty per cent. By what
kind of logic they can arrive at such a
couclusion, the unbiassed and politically
free student of commercial cconomy can
never comprehend, and must wisely rate

The tables are ~ow turned.

tins of nll shades of politivs admit that the
present Canadian tarift laws are in some
sospeets unjust to and oppressive upon
this part of the Dominion, we have many
who assert that our best interests lie in o
system of free oxchange with our neigh-
bors acrnss the line, and in fact in vur
bieing part and parcel of the United States
commercinl system  The :vice of some
articles in general use, without regard to
the whole system of tarifls, is suflicient to
confirm some in such a belief, or at least
make them advocates of it in preference
to our Canadion Tariff laws. If the
anomaly of such a position is plain in
Eastern Canada, whose manufacturers are
reaping some benefit from a protective
system, it must be glaring heve where so
much depends upon our securing supplies
from the older World as cheap as pos-
sible. Tt is plain that no system of reci-
procity with the United States, which
would protect that country against Euro-
pean competition through Canada, would
be beneficial to the North-west. The few
advantages that we would gain would be
lost altogether in the many disadvantages
which such a system would bring about.
It may be that in o few years from now
matters may be greatly changed. Already
there is a strong current of free trade
fecling even in manufacturing circles in
the United States, and at last session of
Congress the thin edge of the wedge of a
policy tending in that way was intro
duced, [t can only be by a great advance
in that direction that auny encouragement
can be given to the North-west to wish
for reciprocity, and until that is reached
people here would “Rather bear those ills
we have than fly to others that we know
not of.”

A careful study of this question sug-
gests another plea for closer commercial
union dirvetly with the Mother Country.
Great Britain opens her ports free for all
the products of our rich land, and our
pioneers need her cheap manufactured
goods. Qur intereuts in this respect are
in direct opposition to those of ecastern
provinces, and as time wears on the com-
mercial breach between the East and the
North-west must widen, if the present
systemn of excessive tariffs be continued.
For o time political prejudices imbued in
former castern homes may obstruct the

tido of popular opinion in this direction,
but eventually the trade wants of this
vast land of promse must be the most
powerful influence n framing the polit.
cal creed or creeds of its people. A great
step towards this closer union with Great
Buitain would be the opening of the Hud.
son's Bay Route. The direct interchange
of products without their passing through
the toll gates of castern middlemen, or
cven eastern channels of traflic would do
much to correct the same, and teach
people here, that, without allowing any
consideration for patriotism or national
leanings, it is wore profitable to be linked
with the Mother Country, with its gener.
ous system of open ports for the products
of the whole Yorld, than with the United
States, whose whole structure of trade
laws for over twenty years have been
Lased upon dishonest selfishness, and
whose people now seek reciprocity merely

as a means of practising the same selfish-
ness upon us here.

OYER PRODUCTION.

Trom all points of the United States,
Great Britai, and from the Eastern
Provinces of the Dominion as well comes
the cry of over production. The few
years of unparalelled prosperity aud plenty
has over stimulated manufacturing indus
tries of nearly all classes tosuch an extent
that heavy surpluses of stock have accu
mulated in many cases suflicient to supply
the demand for several months to come,
Cotton and iron manufacture seem to be
suftering the most from the results of over
production. The rapid progress of rail-
way construction during the past few
years gave a special impetus to the latter.
Railronds were being built by thousands
of miles every scason, which made a keen
mand for everything in that line. Com-
panies were formed and immense estab-
lishments went into operation and realized
handsome profits from the business while
the railway excitement continued. Now
thee is o slacking oft in railway building
and the capaoity for iron manufacture
being at the same time much greater than
it was, a period of depression nevessarily
follows. With cotton manufacture the
case 1s somewhat similar, There was
plenty of room for a limited number of
establishments to do business and make
money at & reasonably rapid rate. But,
as is always the case, when one man is
seen to he making a success of business in
a certain line there are scores of others
ready to jump in and compete, never




