
THE COMMERCIAL.

'~ e C nttuerc thlc mnaLtel: a pohitcal idosyncracy,
Z liecom erc al) worthy of a party long in and Nveary of

1 the cold shade of opposqition
IVNilG O IER ~ iut nowv ini tue -Northi uîst %% leru par-

RECIPROCITY WITII TUE UM1ITED sl a iS fiesq nf nll shadles of politkýs admkit that tmo

Thei ositstinn Af tiiijlt' Mpations L" (el p,,,,,nt Canadiani tarjifF lans airc in1 sane
Canada andi thp Viiited Stat&'b is, 01.0

that baos engamged tuef attention of tt-
mn af the farir for oveî' tIîirt.y years,
and semns ta grawv in importance ivith
thin as timei advalippq 17ifortunatt.>
it is dillicult ta reasc'n -,upl a question as
a purely tradpellne, without national
prejudice. anid whilo stich is the case sel
fishiness; in iudging thé, matter mus t re
main in the aseiidancy Froni IR61 up
te about two vcnrs ago the~ press of the

Tnited States frawnied cil the idea af
rcciprocity wvitlî Canada, although froin
the Canade.n side there have heeln înany
overtures for an arrangemient, Fomne of
%vliicli saivorea net a little of national
toadyisin. 'Tlo tables ayçe -)o% turned.
iîawaver, andi: ii. ist bc acknowledgcd
that iii a great iieasuire the turning is the
rosuit cf the Canadian Protection ,pollcv
introduceà iii 1879. Sinall as Ai nrcan
innufactiirers iiiaY deeni Canada as a
trade field its loss lias been a zericus ance
to thon), ani as a natural cornsequence
Anierican trade journals as a ruie îmow
advocatc reciproeity witli Canada, but
reciprocity upon a principle that wanuld
Open Canladian mniarkets ta thelli, and close
tlîei agaitist the produets of 1!'urapeai-
tianufactur-eis. Reciprocity of that de-
scription iwould certainly be a profitable
arrangemiient for thc lTnited States, aI-
Uîounih iL ngi not prove so for canada.

Strange as it niay sceni tht %Love ont-
sided style of reciprocity is not without
its advocates iii the Iioaiinion, andi stili
strange(r it înust seenii that the bill) of
these iadvocates arc to ba forund ini the
ranlks of the political Party whvlici bias f roc
trade as ene of its professions if net of
its (loginas. These parties wiuo oIbject se
stron-ly to the Canadian lfariI' laws, with
their average of soiiia twcenty-fivc per
cent, on foreigii inanufaeturcd geods, pro-
fcss ta boeraev that the canntrial andi
industriai progress of the Dominion
woulci ha greatly assistcd by a systcm of
comminercial unity iwitli a nation wiîose
average tariffs are soemewliere in the
neiglilorhuad of ,ixty per cent, 1 y Nvhat
kind of loglc t4îcy ea arrive at snch a
concvlusion, tihe unbiassod andi politically
frep student of commnercial cconomy can
nper conîprchend, and mnust wisely rate

'rspets uumjtîst ta andi appressiýc uipon
tItis part of the Dominion, NNe liai c uaany
who in.st that nur best iiiterests lie in a
sYstpll ai fret' Pe'<claugoe %ith ur inei-li-
honrs a rnss the line, and ini fact iii Uur
i.eing part and parcel ai tIc «United States
comimereial systuiu The *crice ai sontie
articles inii grpnrai lis(», iithout regard ta
tht' %vimait qystin ai tariffYs, is sufficicat ta
comifirm ianie sueh a belief, or at lcast
inake theun ndvocatc.s ai it in preferenice
ceoaur Canadiani Tariff lava. If tic
arioiiaiy ai sucli a position is plain ia
Eastern Canada, wlmase miaiufacttirors are
rcaping saine bvrnefit froin a prateotive
systeni, it mnust ba glaring liaro %vliere s0
lunch depomids upon aur soouring' supplies
fi-oi the aider MVarId as chenp as pas-
sible. IL is plain tlîat no0 systom i ofroci-
procity ivith the Unmited States, îvhicii
wauld prateet that country ngainst Eure-
peau canupetition Lîmiougli Canada, wauld
ha beineficial ta Lthe NorLlî-Nvcst. Thfliio
advantages tîmat %va would gain %vould ha
la)st altogetlier ini the niany disadvantages
,ivichl sucli a systei îvouhd bririg about.
It nmay ha that ini a few years from nowv
nuatters mnay bo greatly changeci. Already
thora is a stron- current ai froc trado
feeling, aven iii manufacturiiîg cii-des ia
the United States, anîd at hast session ai
Cangress tihe tmim edge ai the ivetge ai a
poli cy tanding in tlîat Nmmy iras intro
duced, [t can anly hu Ihy a great adance
ini that direction that any encuragenment

an ho given ta the North-west ta %visli
for recipracity, and until that is reachéd
people huera would IlRatmer bear those ilîs
ire have thii fly ta otîmers thfst ireknv
w.t ai."

A careful study ai thfs question sug-
gts anothevr plea for dloser commnercial

union dirvctiy îvitl tha Hothmer Country.
Great Brntai» openis lier ports froc for al
the praduets ai aur richi land, and aur
pianeers ne lir clmeap nmanuiactured
goods. Our intceo.s in this respect are
ia direct apposition te tîmose ai eastern
provinces, anud as tinue i-vears an thme com-
miercial lui-aei hetween thme East and time
Nartli-west nulust ividenl, if the proeant,
systemn of excessive tarifl's ho coutinued.
For a tine palitical prejudices inibued in
farmner caster liomnes may abstruet the

Lido of popular opinion in this direction,
but ecicntually the trado wants qi this
vast land of promise nmust ha the înost
pawerf'nl influence In framning the Polit%.
cal cred or creeds of its people. A great
stop ton ards this cdoser union '%Vitl Great
13aitain would bo the apening of the IIud.
sott*s Bay Route. The direct interchange
ai produets witliout their passing tmraug.li
the lu 'gatts of eastern xnîddlemn, or

ci e abtt-ra cliannels of tratlic would <la
nîuel te correct tha sanie, andi teacli
peuplo hero, that, without allowing any
consideration for patriotisnî or national
leanings, it is more profitable ta ha linkoti
îvith, tho Motlier Country, wvmtl its tgener.
ous systeni ai open ports for the products
ai the wvhalo M orld, than ivitl the United
States, wlîaso whole strueture of trade
laîvs for over twenty ycara have been
based uponi dislionest selfishiness, and
whlose people niow seek reciprocity mnerely
as a mecans ai practising the saine selhislî-
nless upon us here.

OVER PRODUGTION.
leroiii all points ai the -United States,

Great l3ritair., anti froin, the Eastern
Provinces af tima Dominion as wveil cames
the cry ai ûî'er production. Thei fc'x
years of unparaiclled prosperity aud plenty
has over stiînuiated mnanufacturing indus
tries ai nearly ail classes te such an extemit
that iieavy strpluses ai stock bave accu
niulated ii many cases sufficient ta supply
the demand for several mnontlis to corne.
Cotton and iron mianufacture seein to be
suflorin- thme înost from the resuits ai aver
productionî. Thle rapid progress ai rail-
way construction during the past iew

years gave a special imupetus ta the~ latter.
Railr-oads ne re heing built by tlîousands
ai miles every season, wlmicli made a keeln
mand for evcrything in that Une. Coni-
pallies wcre farnied and immense estah-
lishiments iront into operation and realizeti
hiandsonie profits frani thie business îvhulc
the railivay excitenient continued. Now

tlîteis aiackig ai' in railîvay building
aud the capaoity for iront manufacture
beinz at the sanie tiimne înuchl groater tirait
it Nvas a peried ai depression néccssa-vily
follows. WVith catton manufacture Lihe
case is sonmewliat similar. There 'vas
plenty ai rooni for a ]imited number of
cstablishiments ta do business and makeé
mioney at a rcasonably rapid rate. But.
as is always the case, vhmea anc muan is
scen ta hoe niakcing a success af business ini
a certain line there arc scores ai athers
ready ta jump ini and compote, nover
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