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DAIRY PRODUOIS.

The tendency of butter markets has been in a
firmer dircction of late. In Eustern Cunuda
markets sotmewhat better prices ha've been ob-
tained, and recently rather stitf figures have
beenpaid.  Latomade creamery and choice latu
dairy have been in demand in tho east at good
puices, The firmucsa ia duo to botter prices in
Great Britain and the United States, though
somethiog of & reaction has heen report.
ed. ‘There has beon buying at Montreal
for export, though up to about the middle of
Soptember exports from Montreal showed a
heavy falling off, as compared with last year.
Exports for the seasun from Montreal have been
leas than 10,000 packsges, compared with
over 25,000 packages for the same period of last
year. Later exports may show an imptove.
ment, but at present tho. shipping movement
would not scem to indicate higher prices.

In cheese thore haa been advauces in prices
on the cheeso boards in Ontario country mar-
kets, though the situation is not regarded as
very strong. Cheese has been bought at higher
prices i the country than the immediats situa-
tion would warrant. Small lots of August
make have sold as high as 10c and 10}c, in
country markets, but it is said that theso amall
lots were only taken for special purposes.  Bx-
port orders at Montreal, however, usually do
not quote over Ojc for late made August.

In Manitoba there is considcrable interest
in the butter situation. Stocks of butter have
not accumulated as much as usual in this mar.
ket, and better prices have been obtained re-
cently. It will be remembered that the August
crop bulletin issued by the Manitoba Govern-
ment, intimated that on account of the low
prices, farmers were not making as much butter
as usual thisyear. Under the head of dairying,
this report, irsued on August 1, said :—

« Apart from the localities where cheese fac.
tories and creameries are in operation very little
is being done by farmers in tho way of makiog
butter and cheese beyoud what is required for
family consumption. Asa general thing farmers
are going- into stock-raising more and more
from year to year, but the prices paid for butter
and the conveniences at hand for the manufac.
ture of it by the average farmer ars not such
as to encourage manufacture beyond consums-
tion. The general remurk made by correspond-
ents is that the prices paid for butter areso low
that people oaly make for their own nse. So
much 80 is this the case that calves, inatead of
being weaned, ate in wany caces allowed to
follow their mothers throughout the eason.
Where cheese factories and creameries are in
operation they are apreciated, aud are spoken
ot as doing very well, but unfortunately the
number in operation is not equal to that which
the province demands.”

While there is some truth no doubt ip the
report of the departmeut, the belief among
merchants is that the make of butter this year,
will not be generally short. While receipts
from some points have .fallen off, from other
country marlets they have been fully as large
as usual. 1t is probable that there will be some
- falling uff in the quantity of butter made this

year, especially as checse making has been
conductedd on a larger acalo this secason.
Prices for butter in this market are now fully
as high, and even higher than the situation
would warrant, unless it be that tho quaatity
is not inore than equal to local requirements.
Prices are oo the high side for eastora shipment,
if it chould turn out that therc is a surplus
over local and western requirements, It isnot
likely, however, that there will bo any counsid-
crable surplus over such vequirements,

Oue result of tho season will bo that the but-
ter trade will prove moresatisfactory to country
dealers if prices keep up.  Herutoforo it has
been the custom to pay the farmer moro for
butter than the commodity was worth at wholo-
sale. Tux CoyMerciar has long endcavored
to correct this ovil, and it is satisfactory to note
that prices paid this season in tho country have
been more in keeping with the value of the
commodity. Even yet, however, at some coun-
try points, the price allowed by storekecpers to
their farmor customors, is cxcessive. The
atorekeeper should buy butter at a price which
will allow him a falr margin for handlingon
average quality, and even if some farmers do

“8top makiog butter, this policy should be
steadily persisted in.

ORANBERRIES,

Additional openings for the profitable cul.
tivation of the soil will certainly be found in
Manitoba, from time to time. New crops have
been already added to those which cau be
grown here to advantage, and the list is no
doubt capable of almost indefinite expansion.
It has often been said that Manitoba can never
be a fruit country, while others have all along
contended that a country which produces such
a large variety of wild fruits, should be adapted
to the cultivation of domestic varieties, This
year the crop of native wild fruit has been very
large, and many tons of these have gone into
consumption throughout the country during the
soason. On the Winnipeg market wild fruits
of one variety or another have been offering all
the season, and sometimes several varieties at a
time were procurable. Among the native fruits
now offered on the market is the cranberry, of
both the high and low bush varieties. The
latter, which is the cranberry of commerce, and
is by far the more valuable, is found growing
wild within & few miles of Winnipeg. Some
who bave used the native berry say they prefer
them to the imported article. The berry would
no doubt be improved by cultivation. Why
would not a few cranberry farms pay here?
Varieties of cultivated fruits suitable to this
climate have already been discovered, and ex-
periments being madoe at the Government farms
and by private parties will lead to the discovery
of many morv varieties which may be grown to
advantage here. It will only be a matter of
time, when the variety of cultivated fruits
found to be adapted to this climate, together
with the native wild sorts, will afford a good
list to select from.

SHIPPING LIVE STOCK.

Mr. Plumsoll, whose name has been made
familiar through bis agitation in the British

-

,

Parlinment regarding the sailing of unsea”

worthy vessels, {8 again to the front with
another hobby. This time it is not tho
saflor who gaes down to the sea in ships, whom
Mr. Plumsoll desires to have protected. His
efforta aro now being put forth in behalf of
animals on hoard ship.  stis pamphlet makes
serious churgo: as to tho crucley practiced upon
animals on board ship, and from the action
already takeq, it is not unlikely that some
meastire may be adopted by the British Par-
liameat to correst the evils complained of. The
matter has awakenod great interest in Great
Brituin, and oven on this side of the Atlantie,
and is bolug generally discussed by the press.

Thero is gool reason to beliove that cattle
suffer considerable hardship in their shipment
by water and also by rail.  Suffuring is per.
haps uoavoidablo sv long as animals are
handled i this way, though improvement may
be enforced by Act of Pacliament. There is
one polat in the question stirred up by dr.
Plumsoll which is espocially interesting to
Westera Canada; and that is in regard to ship-
ping dressed meats. Mr. Plumsoll argues that
the British markets should be supplied with
meats shipped dressed, aud that the ' present
mode of shippiug live stock should be doue
away with eatirely. He claims that meat can
be handled in this way without impairing
its quality, and taus the horrors of the cattle
ships will be avoided and rendered unneces-
sary. \Vestern Canada through the Hudson
bay route, is more favorably situated thon any
other country for the shipment of dressed
meoats to the British markets, and when once
this route is established, we may look for a
trade in dressed meats to grow up in time, from
the prairies of Western Canada, via Hudson
bay to the United Kingdom.

Mr. Plumsoll’s charges rvegarding the cruel-
ties practiced upon cattle on board ship are
being inveatigated, under the direction of the
British Government, and the result will be
awaited with intercst by shippers and dealers
on each side of the Atlantic.

THE HAY CROP,

The wet weather this season has been very
destruetive to hay. One correspondent from a
western point writea that fully half the hay in
his district has been destroyed. A wet harvest
is such a rare occurrence in Manitoba and the
tributary country to the west, that no fore-
though is taken for such a contingency. This
season has proved an exception to the almost
invariable rule, and a very remarkable excep-
tion at that. Counting upon dry weather,
some are not very particular about the way
they put up their hay, and no doubt a good
deal has been lost through having been
left in small stooks in the field,
instead of being carefully stacked. On
account of thewet weather somefarmers decided
to put off their haying until after the grein
harvest had been secured, not thinking, of
course, that the wet weather would continue so,
long. Others left their haying untillateon-
accouat of the fact that the crop was growing
and improving every dasy. Under ordinary
circumstances the grain harvest would have
been over long ago, and theve would have been
time to secure abundauce of hay as well by this




