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LAND LAW Rsi IN ENGLAND-OU7R ENrlIsH UTTER.

the Government of the correc.tniess of the
reeister, which is practicr.lly a-i insurance
of the titie of the very best description.

Mr. Hunter graphically describes the
disadvantagc of the present systemn of con-
veyancing, and asks: IlWhat would stock--
brokers say if before they could seli ['i,ooo

stock or consols, they had to slawv, to
whonu the stock lîad belonged for the last
forty years-tu show illit ail duities whichi
had accrued te) thr c -own Iuring that
period had Oeen paid'" Thiat every per-
son to whoni the stac!c hiad descended by
death during that perioci was legitimate?
That no former owner hiad acquired the
stock by voluintary gîft ; and, if the actual
sellers were trustees, if the purclitse
Mrnley cotild only be paid ta then in per-
son, or ta thieir bankers. Would ten per
cent. he considered a sufficient remunera-
tion for this ? \Vould net the niccessity
for suchi proafs put a stol) to ninety-nine
per cent. of the business of the Stock Ex-
change ? \Vhy shotuld owners of land
continue to be lhable to thege disabilities
wbich owners of no other class ot property
are under?"

B3ut though Mr. Hunter discourses so
eloquently on the evils of the systein of
land transfèr at present preN'ailinlg, in Eng-
land, we look ini vain througli the enta-
oguie of remiedies whioh he proposes for

one that will effectualiy get rid of that
greatest defect of ail, Viz., the necessity of
itivestîgating the 11chain of title.' The
ilchain of title ' is the purincipal source of
all the trouble and thifficulties attendin>
land transfer tin(ler the Englîshi systeni,
and it is only by some systeni of registra-
tionu of titie, similar to that devised by the
late Sir R. Torreiis, that that defect oan
be effectually remedied,

OUR J•NGLISH LET2'ER.

LEGAL inachincry ivas ,c. y long iii
reaching what niay bc calied tliorough
vo rking order after the lang vacation.

First camne the circuits, which were con-
hied for the most part ta the clearing

of the gaols. and then the general cdec-
tion, whichi kept a great mnmber of l-ad-
rng men away fror! flic Courts. These
two facts mutst formi my apology for

Ipostponing this letter, which, indeed,
cormes to this that, except the Stead trial,
which vas tunsavourv, there wvis nothing

Iat ail to write about. Thiis is said on the
isupposition that C,,)aaiani circles wr'tu1d
flot ibe keniv ilite'rested in flue discussion
of ohscuirc poinits iii ujur TiCw franchise
iaw. 'The sin total of the decisions may

ibc said to consist in the fact that the legis.
latn'-e w'') v uno ineaus for the first time.
frustratud iii its in.u osby reasoni of
bad dIraftingi. [t enifraiichiisedl saine c..asses
by accident and equallv involuintarily left
oChers without votes. Perhaps the Most
coniic case wvas tliat of tlue undergraduates
of Oxford and Camhbridgre. Tliîir enfra'i-
chiseilient w-as describedi as un fait ccoen-
plie but, Io and belîold, when the ternis of
their tenure were examined, it was fouind

jthat the work liad been insufficiently per-
forme d,

This is ani cra of new iien. WVc have
in Lord Ha-lsbuiry a Lord Chancellor who
attends far More closel 'ythan bis prede-,
cessor tô judicial %vork, whoa is hy nco
means averse to thue giveing of silk gown-;.
anîi whose oue failing i,> an obvions teni-
dielcy to ne(,Potisnî.ý 'llie resuilt is that
there is an apportuniity of studlyung the ruse
of new muen iin leading business, and it
cannat be denied that soine of themn are
showing great proniise. Foreinost anuonig
thein are Mvr. Ffrench, Q.C., of tlue Nor-
thern Circuit, whose opinions upon points
of election law arc quoted with almost thc
sanie respect as that whiclî is paid to, the


