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shades to make of the participation of Canada in the war an immense 
political manoeuvre and thus assure the triumph of British imperialism. 
You and your partner, like many others, have followed your party through 
its various evolutions. 1 have remained firmly attached to the principles 
I laid down at the time of the South African war and maintained 
unswervingly ever since.

As early as the month of March 1900, I pointed out the possibility of 
a conflict between Great Britain and Germany and the danger of laying 
down in South Africa a precedent, the fatal consequence of which would 
be to draw Canada in all the wars undertaken by the United Kingdom. 
Sir Wilfrid laurier and the liberal leaders laughed at my apprehensions; 
against my warnings they quoted the childish safeguard of the “no. pre­
cedent clause” inserted in the Order in Council of the 14th of October 
1899. For many years after, till 1912, and 1913, they kept singing the 
praises of the Kaiser and extolling the peaceful virtues of Germany. They 
now try to regain time by denouncing vociferously the “barbarity” of 
the “Huns". To-day, as In 1900, in 1911, and always, I believe that all 
the nations of Europe are the victims of their own mistakes, of the com­
placent servility with which they submitted to the dominance of all 
Imperialists and traders in human flesh, who, in England as in Germany, 
in France as in Bussia, have brought the peoples to slaughter in order to 
increase their reapings of cursed gold. German Imperialism and British 
Imperialism, French Militarism and Russian Tsarism, I hate with equal 
detestation; and I believe as firmly today as in 1899 that Canada, a 
nation of America, has a nobler mission to fulfil than to bind herself to 
the fate of the nations of Europe or to any spoliating Empire — whether 
it be the spoliators of Belgium, Alsace or Poland, or those of Ireland or 
the Transvaal, of Greece or the Balkans.

Politicians of both parties, your liberal friends as well as their con­
servative opponents, feign to be much scandalised at my “treasonable 
disloyalty”. I could well afford to look upon them as a pack of knaves 
and hypocrites. In 1899, your liberal leaders and friends stumped the 
whole province of Quebec with the cry “WHY SHOULD WE FIGHT 
FOR ENGLAND?” From 1902 to 1911, Sir Wilfrid Laurier was acclaimed 
by them as the indomitable champion of Canada’s autonomy against 
British Imperialism. His resisting attitude at the Imperial Conferences 
of 1902 and 1907 was praised to the skies. His famous phrase on the 
“vortex of European militarism", and his determination to keep Canada 
far from it, became the party’s by-word — always in the Province of 
Quebec, of course. His Canadian Navy scheme was presented as a step 
towards the independence of Canada.

Then came the turn of the Conservatives to tread in the footsteps of 
the Nationalists; they soon outstripped us. A future member of the con­
servative Cabinet, Mr. Blondin, brought back to life an old saying of Sir 
Adolphe Chapleau, and suggested to pierce the Union Jack with bullets 
in order to let pass the breeze of liberty. The tory leaders, Sir Robert


