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nnrostors, had lounlit llic cfood i\>r\\\ oj' j'alth nml ondiirt'd t<» llic

cud and ; Ix-iiij? at li'ii_«ilh dclivcrod from their toils, had cnlcrt'd

into the Joy of llicir I.ord promised to all his lailhlul servants.

Tlic [)lurid in tn<yy. as Kninoel oi»serves,—'is used heeause tlu'

promises in ([uestion wei-e extended to the J'atriarehs {jtenerally,

and were given at various times and seasons (see (Jen. xli, :>

;

xxii. 10 and 18; xxvi, I!; xxviii, l.'i) all, however, eenterinj^ in

th(; promise of salvation through a Uech'emer.'" *

Thus the />/>r/oj/.v reference in tjiese expressions to the joy and

i'elicity of departed saints, is sustained by the soundest lulnci-

j)le.s of interpretation. And tlnis understood, liow richly suji;-

gestive are they of just and elevated views of the lieavenly

state ! Our time will permit me to do little more than indi-

cate tliose views; but I trust you Avill expand them by your

own meditation. In the word, //<7/f'/vV, tlierc is a latent allusion

—eminently apposite as addressed to Hebrew Christians

—

to Canaan, the standinijj type to the Church of God, of that

sabbatic rest, the enjoyment of which awaits all the spiritual

seed of the father of the iaithful, after the Aveary i)ilgrimage of

lifi3. And oh ! how refreshinjx to look awav from the waste and

howling wilderness through which we are now passing to the

land of perennial verdure and pure delight; to solace ourselves

amidst the har.i -sings of our circuitous sojourn, Avith tlic thrill-

ing thought that, if faithful, Ave shall soon, very soon, come, not

in the anticipations of hope, but in the realizations of actual

possession, to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the hea-

venly Jerusalem Avhich is the mother, and destined inheritance

of us all ! O come, consunmiation most blessed !

Jerusalem ! my hapj)y home !

"When shall I come to tliee,

When shall my sorrows have an end,

Thy joys Avlien sliall I see ?

Another thought emanating from this pregnant expression,

and corroborated by the congenial significance, in this connex-

ion, of the associated word promises, is,—that heaven is not the
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