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mtty of the city to the other, in order to pre*
ferve a fufficieot ^laantity of water durios th«
annual fublidence of the Nile } but as thete ar»
fituated at a coniiderable diftance from the moft
populous part, a number of poor perfons gain s
iubfifteoce by carrying water from houfe to

koofe^upoB camels, and for each camePs load
they receive a fum that is equivalent to two-
pence of Eogliflt money.
The only monumentt of antiquity, that retain

fheleaft degrre of perfedion, are the obelitk, the
eolumn ufually termed of Pompey $ and a far-

cophagtts, of ferpentine marble, which is uied at

a ciAern in the great mofque. As the latter

enriofity U exceedingly rich in hieroglyphics,

and baa received but little injury from the cor-

roding tooth of time, a perfon^ who had for

fome time farmed the cuftoms, ventured, on his

retiring from Bgypt, to negociate for the fale of
this precioui relic to an European, whodefigned
to prefent it to the emperor of Germany. Pre-

vious vto its embarkation, however, the fecret

was divulged, and the citizens inHfted fo loudly^

that the property of their mofque was inviolablei

that the projeded fcbeme was prudently given

up, and the cheft permitted to continue in its

place, where, fince that occurrence, it has been
watched with fnch unremitting vigilance, that

it is now extremHy difficult for a traveller to

obtain a fight of it; confequently Mr. Browne
was^sriicluded from prefenting the public with
fo minute a defcription as would have been con-

genial With his own He(ires.

The; flocks and herds that are brought up for

the confumption of the citizens, are paftured on
the herbage in the vicinity of the canal; at night|

X-'.- however.


