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the rival tonLfU(\ (Joiiiinoner words —the names of

familiar, heluvetl and revered ()l)J<.'cts, pronouns, par-

ticles, the mo.st importanr verbs—the illiterate people,

in thfiir subjugation and serfdom, liad treasured u[)

beyond the possibility of loss.

That, nouMiver, winch completely distinguishes

Muhlle from 0I>1 English, refers not to the vocabidfiri/f

but to the t/ri(/)ini,ar of the language. Prior to any

extensive influx: of French terms, when, as the lan-

^ni;\ge ol the peasantry, l^iglish was alt(^gether devoid

of litiirary aims and characlcr, it 1 ad begun to

lose that elaborate system of grammatical inflec-

tions which we have seen marked its earlier stages.

In th is, English yiuii)ly shared in a tendency com-

mon to all the Low German tongues.* Ihit the

process of grammatical sim{)lilication in l^iiglish was

greatly a(;celerated by causes which diil not operate on

the continent. The lirst of these was the impossibility

of preserving nice terminational changes and distinc-

tions when the language, having lost all written

standards, w%as sjjoken wholly by uneducated peo[)le.

Philologists have caileil attention to a tendency

observable in tlie uncultivated classes of all nations to

blend widely difl'ering teruiinational sounds in an

indistinctly neutral one. The second caus<^ though

operating most powerfully at a somewhat later j)eriod

than that just mentioned is thus lucidly explained by

Grimm :

—

•' Wlien the English language was inundat(Ml by a

vast influx of French words, few, if any, French

forms were receiv<ul into the gr.immar; l)ut the

Saxon forms soon dropt away, l>ecause they did not

suit the new sorts ; and the genius of the language,

from having to deal with the newly imported words

* " IIiul thuro l>eoii no Nornuin invasion, Kni^iish would have iurived
at tho simo siinpUlk'ntion of its Km>""'H' !*< nearlv every other nation of

the Low German stoek has (K»ne."--Morris, ilititork'al Otithn'!S of
Enijlibh A wide nee.
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