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the desire and the regret they leave, there cannot but be

pleasure, participating as it does in the nature of its object.

It is as it were the interpenetration of a diviner nature through

our own ; but its footsteps are like those of a wind over the

sea, which the morning calm erases, and whose traces remain

only, as on the wrinkled sand which paves it. These and

corresponding conditions of being are experienced principally

by those of the most delicate sensibility and the most enlarged

imagination ; and the state of mind produced by them is at

war with every base desire. . . . Poets are not only sub-

ject to these experiences as spirits of the most refined organiza-

tion, but they can colour all that they combine with the

evanescent hues of this ethereal world ; a word, a trait in the

representation of a scene or a passion will touch the enchanted

chord, and reanimate, in those who have ever experienced these

emotions, the sleeping, the cold, the buried image of the past.

Poetry thus makes immortal all that is best and most beautiful

in the world." —Shelley.

1. Clearly indicate the steps in the exposition by which Shelley

reaches his conclusion.—"Poetry thus makes immortal all that is

best and most beautiful in the world."

2. Show clearly that his style, as {a) to Diction, (6) Figures, (c)

Quality, is in harmony with the thought he desires to convey.
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If I say, therefore, that Shakespeare is the greatest of

Intellects, I have said all concerning him. But there is more

in Shakespeare's intellect than we have yet seen. It is what

I call an unconscious intellect : there is more virtue in it than

he himself is aware of. Novalis beautifully remarks of him,

that those dramas of his are Products of Nature too, deep as

Nature herself, I find a great truth in this saying. Shake-


