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trade, in ordor to be able to use the very last
jnch available .Al the lake ships have been
unable ta carry a fuill *Ibad for the last ton
years or so. Thoy have lost, as I have stated,
about 400 tons, which is a large amount, as
everyone will underEtand. FurtheSmore, as
the channels have ail been built for a draught
of 20 f eet, inoluding the Paoe Lock and the
Canadian Lock, etc., this has beon the cause
of grouncling of I do not kn:ow how many
ships. In the case of an obstruction ta a
river, the Fedoral Government here or tbe
Foderal G-overnment of the United States may
intervone, becauso no one bas a right to
cause an obstruction. It is quite apparent ta
anyone that a river would ho obstructed, if,
for instance, a bridge wero too, low and ships
could nlot pass under it, because the sbip
would strike the bridge. But you create just
as bad an obstruction if the water is lowered
se that the shir, touches the bottom. In
the oye of the law an obstruction -is created
in that way just as if the slip were obstructed
by a bridge, and if, must be remedied. The
Fodoral Government af the United States de-
clare that you ýcannot impair the navigable
cýa,paoity of any river in tbe United States.
It is stated by Mr. R. J. Maclean, who is
SSertary of the 'Comiitee of the Chatuber
of Commerce of Dotroit for Imland Water-
ways--tbese are flot my words-that the dliver-
sion of wator there is a diabolica1 scheme, im-
p.airing the navigable capacity of the whole
river St. Lawrence and of al the Great Lakes.
Honourable gentlemen, tbe St. Lawrence
River is aur greatest inheritance. It is the
birthrigbt of ail Canadians, and it is being
endangered. by a mighty foreign power. It is
tbe artory of our carm.ýeroial lii e, and it is
being bled by the Chicago Sanitary District
for -the benefit af the navigable capacity of
the Mississippi.

Thore was -one great 'Canadian wba went ta
the Ujnited States and 'becamne famKous-James3
J. Hill. Mr. Hill at ane time talked about
waterways because it waa tbe pupular thing:
ta do. Thore bave been spasms about tbe
waterways af this country, and every othor
country boa. My honourable f riend next ta
me, who is asleep, perbap-

Hon. Mr. BELOOURT: I have not slept
a second.

Hon. Mr. CASGRAIN: -I beg the honour-
able gentleman's pardon. His eYees were
closed.

The memibers who were in this House 15
years ago will remember ail the excitement
and ail the speeches made about the Georgian
Bay canal. Everybody was for the Georgian
Bay canal with the exception of one man in
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tbis Housc wbo bad the courage ta get up
and say what ho tbought. That was the late
W. C. Edwards, wha said the Goorgian Bay
canal was no good. Everybody frowned on
him and thought ho was a kicker, but as a
matter of fact he was the anc wbo was right.
1 was one of the guilty ones; 1 made long
speeches in favour of the canal right in this
bouse. I tbink the bonourablo member from
Mille les (Hon. Mr. David) wiil remember
that in the name af a friend ai bis lie asked
me ta start a discussion in tbis Chamber, and
I did; and I devoted hours of study ta the
question, and 1 tbink I made as good a speech
as any of the others. But 1 admit to-day
that tbe information tbat we had was not as
good as I think it shauld have been, because
large slips cannot be ecanomnically apcrated
in these restricted cbannels. Therefore, if
the Georgian Bay canal lad been built, the
slips, as Senator Edwards said, wouid take
less time in going around than in going
thraugh tbe canal.

In the United States tbey bave had the
same thing. They bave been talking, and in
1907 Mr. bill said that the business of the
United States had incrcased tenfold while
thc railways had increased only about two
or th-reefald; tborefore the railways could no0
longer do the business, and tbat the only
thing was ta bave a canal from tbe lakes ta
the south, a distance oi 1,610 miles, with a
deptb of 20 foot, so that ocean slips could
came into the Gulf of Mexico and sail right
up ta Chicago, and that the flags of all nations
wauid fly in the raadstoad ai 'Chicago. Mr.
bill was a very acute politician, and acute
politicians always have their fingers on the
pulse of tbe public. If they find the publie
want somcthiag they decido tbat is what they
have beon wantin-g all the timo, and they
commence ta mako speeches about if,.
Thon the effusion for oratory spreads, and for
notoriety some af the newapapers take it up.
The otber newspapers, if tbey are recalcitrant,
are spoken ta. Tho contractars think they
will be permitted ta build the work; the real
estate agents and ahl tbose wba have industries
along the lino take it up. At that time Mr.
Hill was airaid of restrictive legislation in
regard ta tbe railways, s0 ho went. ta Chicago
and made a speech about this canal. But
the same Mr. 1Hil1 a few years ago said that
if they wanted ta navigate through the
Mississippi they wauld have te lath and
plaster the sides and bottoin first. Thon it
wa.s found out that if a sbip tried ta corne up
the Mississippi 1,600 miles and down aga*in,
if, would take 45 days ta make the trip. But
tbe excitement continued, and in 1907
Theodore Roosevelt floated dawn the
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